
 

 

 January 2011       EAA Chapter 972   “Serving East Texas” 

The Pres Sezé by: Arnold Phillips 

 

Greetings Everyone ! 

 Let me say right up fronté.I did not take any 

campaign contributions nor spend any of my per-

sonal funds to get (railroaded) elected as your new 

President for the next  term.(Did he say two years??) 

 Garnet  (and Melinda) have set the bar high 

along with help from Ken, Harold, Steve, Bill, 

Robert, and Bart. Sue and I realized quickly that we 

will have to wear many hats. Stop and think about it. 

We will have to fly, organize, cook, eat, make deci-

sions, fly, clean, plan, build, fly, eat and be present 

and responsive at any function we have.. 

 Usually, I do not make New Year Resolutions 

until after Super Bowl Sunday. This way, I do not 

break as many within the first week of the New 

Yearéé A few things I have been thinking about: I 

think we should resolve to add new members and 

make sure we keep our present members involved. 

We have a great resource available to us. The talents 

of our members. I am sure we have a vast array of 

talent represented by our members. If you or your 

spouse have experience in certain areas, let us know. 

Whether it be flying, fabric work, welding, construc-
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tion, painting, music, photography, cooking, speak-

ingéwhatever; let us hear from you. 

 I also would like to move along on the con-

struction of a pavilion at 07F. I think we will all agree, 

a covered meeting place would benefit us and our 

guests. We may even need to look at a project. ( Maybe 

an electric plane..Ha) Of course we will continue the 

much debated Young Eagles Program. 

 I think Sue is also going to start a ñTelephone 

Committeeò to call our member who do not have com-

puters  and i-phones, about upcoming events or needs.

(Believe me, she knows how to talk on the phone).  

She will be calling on some of you for help.. 

 Well, that covers some of the stuff I have on 

my mind (you cannot publish some of my 

thoughts..thank goodness) Just a little trivia: My first 

plane I bought was in 1983. It was a 1946 Luscombe. 

All metal with a rebuilt engine and new glass. I paid 

$3500. for it. Flew it around west Texas and loved it. 

After about a year, I sold it for $4500 and moved ñupò 

to a Cubé 

Thanx,  

Arnold, Sue and Abby 



 

The Eagle’s Nest 
By: Bill Vawter 
Photos by: Editor and Ernst Viehweger 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR everyone. I trust that everyone had a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and that your wives permitted 

you to get all the gadgets that you needed, or thought you needed for 

your airplane or your project. I was informed at Christmas by Erma 

that I had already received my Christmas present, the funds to restore 

my airplane. 

 Well we didnôt make our 100 this year. We hit 90 and you 

know what, I was satisfied with that. As I had stated before, I was busy 

on my plane and really didnôt get out and push things like I had before. 

The last 5 were reached on the 30th and 31st by Ken and Roger. Ken 

flew 4 on the 30th and Roger, I guess really got out and hustled and 

flew 1 on the 31st. Way to go guys, closing out the year like that. 

 The flight here at Holly Lake International in December, as 

always, was a success. The only thing was that we didnôt have the turn-

out of kids as before. Again, I only ran an article in the local news, 

which I had hoped would generate some response. The majority of the 

kids flown were Boy Scouts from Hawkins and again youngsters from 

the Azel Way group.  

 7 of the pilots flew 10 or more kids last year earning their 2010 

wings. They are: McClure ï 17; Robinett ï 15; Andrews ï 12; Cald-

well ï 10; Gardner ï 10; Garrett ï 10 (the hard way); and Wieting ï 

10 (after slipping in at the last moment). This was for a total of 84 that 

we will collect funds for. We need to discuss at the next meeting what 

to do with these funds. Jonathan will not be returning to the camp this 

year. If no one has someone that they would recommend for the chap-

ter to help sponsor, I want to recommend that we help the Wood 

County chapter with a youngster they are sending to camp. All you 

participants in the program think about this and we can cover it at the 

next meeting. 

 As always, I want to think all of you that donate your time and 

money to flying these kids. I know they appreciate it and I do to. 

 

SEE YôALL AT GUADALUPEôS 

Holly Lake Young Eagle Rally, Dec. 4, 2010  



 

PA-12 2928   N4045M, INTRODUCTION 
By: Gregg Dohrer  

Photos by: Ernst Viehweger  

 This is the first in a series of articles that reflect what is happening 

with the project I am currently working on.  This idea of telling a restora-

tion from the aircraftôs point of view started with the rebuild project of 

N3544N, a J-3, spearheaded by Bart Robinett.  So, with that introduction, 

here is the ongoing story of yet another project. 

 

 Allow me to introduce myself.  My parts, as they were then, 

reached final assembly on March 13, 1947, and I departed into the world 

of aviation adventure on April 14, 1947.  As time passed, I was kept by 

eleven different owners.  These owners took me from Pennsylvania to 

Minnesota, and eventually to Texas.  I have to say that I have spent more 

time in Texas than anyplace else, but not always in the best of condition. 

 My fate for the 

past 23 years was sealed 

on the evening of October 

24, 1987.  My owner was trying to maneuver to land, after sunset, somewhere near Brownsville.  

He did not notice the water in the proposed landing area, and upon touchdown I came to a very 

rapid stop on my back.  The extraction process was extremely painful.  The winch truck personnel 

had no idea of how sensitive I was to their cables.  By the time I was extracted, I was a real mess. 

 Now, I wind up being passed through several different owners.  Each one of these individu-

als move me to yet another part of Texas.  Every time I move I wind up loosing something else.   I 

feel like the carcass that scavengers are picking at.  Occasionally, an owner will begin fixing my 

problems, but all of these efforts are without conviction.  Finally, I wind up in the Dallas area, and 

things start to change. 

 I find myself hanging from the rafters of a hangar, and a new person is taking interest in me.  

This guy is Gregg, and he strikes a deal to become yet another owner.  I have to tell you my bones 

are so picked, I do not think there is anything left to be interested in.  Turns out, Gregg is just about 

to finish A&P schooling, and is looking for a project.  An offer is made and accepted, and I move 

to yet another hangar.  However, this time I am moved with some pieces (new to me) that I have 

lost in the past (wings and tail feathers).  I have to tell you, I do not know if this is the end or the 

resurrection, but these events have not happened in the past. 

 The hangar is cold, Gregg is busy finishing school, but I can tell this is the resurrection and 

not the end.  However, before the resurrection begins, I think this must be the end! 



 

When the new year rolls around I always think of flying to a local gathering and being served 

black-eyed peas, ham, cornbread, and cooked cabbage.  But then, I’ve been spoiled by this great 

Texas weather and the generosity of our aviation community (this year it was the Cherokee 

County Pilots Association).   So, thanks to Jack Porbeck and the other pilots who make up that 

organization… we hope their goal to make it an annual function works out… a selfish thought 

perhaps, but they did such a great job, we couldn’t wish it any other way.      éEditor 

Photos by: Editor and Gene Humphrey 



 

Meet Your New Officers for 2011-2012 

 

Arnold Phillips: President 

Fly's a Bonanza and J-3 Cub 

Based at Gladewater (07F) 

Robert Caldwell: Vice President 

& Newsletter Editor 

Flyôs a Stinson 108-3 and is build-

ing a Pietenpol Air Camper. 

Based at Gilmer (JXI) 

Bart Robinett: Historian 

Flyôs a Bonanza and is restoring 

an MG (English thing, no wings). 

Based at Gladewater (07F) 

 

Bob Tippens: Secretary 

Flyôs a Commander 112TC 

Based at Tyler (TYR) 

 

Harold Craig: Treasurer 

Is building a Sonerai IISLT  

Based at his garage/shop 

Bill Vawter: YE Coordinator 

Flyôs a Piper Tri-Pacer 

Based at Holly Lake Ranch Inter-

national (16TE) 



 

 

Aviation Events Calendar 
   

   

 

 

   (Just waitinô for spring !!!) 

 

E
A

A
 C

h
a
p

te
r 

9
7
2

 

c/
o
 R

o
b

er
t 

C
a
ld

w
el

l 

2
0
0
 S

u
n

d
a
n

ce
 P

a
th

 

H
o
ll

y
 L

a
k

e 
R

a
n

ch
, 
T

X
 7

5
7
6
5

 
               

 
 

 
F

ir
st

 C
la

ss
 M

a
il
ð

P
le

a
se

 F
o

rw
a
rd

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

G
o

d
 B

le
ss

 O
u

r 
T

ro
o

p
s 

Meeting Refreshments: N/A 

 

P
la

ce
  

S
ta

m
p

 

 H
er

e 

 

Quality Aircraft Maintenance 

J L Aero 
Fox Stephens Airport, JXI 

903-734-4378 

 

 Jesse Loffer, Owner   48 Aviation Drive 

 FAA Authorized Inspector  Gilmer, TX 75645 

AirNav 100LL Prices (01/07/11) 

07F (Gladewater)         $3.70 

JXI (Gilmer)    3.99 

TYR (Johnson FBO) 5.03 

JDD (Wood co.)      4.199 

KRFI Rusk Co.     3.67 

F51 (Winnsboro)   3.65  (Mogas -  3.35) 

GGG (KRS FBO)  5.05 

3F9 (Wisener)  4.25 


