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 The event was unique on several fronts this 

year. The challenge of getting there was magnified 

with a poor mag. check in Iowa, and the subsequent 

repair time and expense. The journey was chal-

lenged by weather conditions both en route and the 

destination. The usual ceiling concerns as well as 

whether or not youôll be turned away once you get 

there (because of too much water) did require care-

ful fuel planning.  

 On the ground at OSH we were not allowed 

off of the taxi way or anywhere close to a camping 

spot. We were asked to unload the airplane on the 

Taxi way, load it all on a golf cart or wagon, be es-

corted to a central gathering area, unload again, slog 

through the wet grounds to find a camp spot then go 

back to the central collection area gather up our 

things and with the aid of a few volunteers haul it 

all out to the spot. The movement of any motorized 

vehicle on grass was not allowed. We arrived on 

Friday before the event and it was Sunday before 

the ground was dry enough to get the airplane off 

the taxi way and up to the tent. Opening day was 

different only because of the lack of aircraft in the 

grass, the crowds were there and by recent reports 

were only down by 10% for the week (you sure 

wouldnôt believe that while standing in the line at 

the Aircraft Spruce counter).  

 Reliever airports and area parking lots were 

filled with aircraft and campers respectively that 

couldnôt or didnôt want to get in. Many campers 

were up to their axles in water, or stuck in the mud 

if they tried to get to their spot (obviously before 

the ban on driving on the grass).  Many more 

campers were parked on the roads in the camp 

grounds leaving just enough room for one way 

traffic. I suppose it must have been a good year to 

be in the shuttle business.  

 We planned to leave on Wed morning and 

were delayed by some traffic routing concerns 

around the scene of an earlier incident on the field. 

At about mid morning the rumors of no movement 
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till after the airshow that afternoon went away 

with the advent of better judgment by the FAA, 

and then it was hurry up and go, refueling could-

nôt be done on the grass so one at a time we had to 

taxi out get fuel at the truck still sitting on the as-

phalt, then get led out to the taxi way for the all 

airport tour back out to 27. We did notice an aw-

ful lot of vacant space in the grass north and south 

along 18-36 and the north forty was all, except for 

5 or 6 rows, vacant. Maybe it got better later in 

the week but it sure looked odd that day.  

 The trip home was kept interesting duck-

ing and dodging the usual PM convective activi-

ties, and conservative fuel planning took the guess 

work out of where the next landing spot would be. 

All in all a great trip, I didnôt see or experience 

anything that would discourage me from going 

again next year, so let the planning begin! 

 

Letôs go fly somewhereéééé4 



 

From the Editor:   

 

Barbara and I had some of the least worries and hassles 

at this yearôs AirVenture due to having driven my Ford 

F-150 instead of the Stinson.  Since my beautiful wife 

was going along, we decided on a road trip.  We 

stopped and spent a few days with kids and grandkids, 

then on to Brodhead, WI to witness the gathering of the 

Pietenpols, then on to Oshkosh (hotels all the wayé 

no camping or parking in the mud).   

 I often speak like an ñold proò about AirVen-

ture (this was only my third time) and I enjoyed show-

ing Barbara around (her first).  We mixed in lots of 

things that were ñfemale friendlyò and overall, she had 

a positive experience.  Iôm not sure she will go again, 

but Iôll keep the option open.  She especially enjoyed 

seeing actual flying Pietenpols at Brodhead, having 

only seen the beginnings of one in my shop.  She also 

enjoyed the north country since it was somewhat 

cooler than back home and most especially she enjoyed 

the day we spent in Door County (north of Green Bay).   

 We were glad to get back home since road trips 

are ultimately tiring due to the seemingly endless driv-

ing on confined roads at speeds far less than even the 

Stinson.  So, next year I am on my own, she saysé 

free to wing my way smoothly through the wide ave-

nues of cool invisible air and not be bound to Inter-

states and Bypasses.  But, I too enjoyed benefits of this 

road trip.  We were able to be flexible and include side 

trips with ease.  Our time together was priceless and I 

would do it again in a heartbeat.  However, in my 

mind, the true Oshkosh experience for an aviator is fly-

ing in and outé I will always desire that, but will al-

ways be happy to be there no matter the conveyance. 

 


