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The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

 Learn to fly day was a reasonable suc-

cess though not as many as I wouldôve liked to 

have seen were signed up to go for a ride. Weôll 

try again next year and Thank you to the volun-

teers that either marshaled or manned the table. 

The day did present the opportunity for my first 

ride in a Stearman and that was probably the 

best use of 50 bucks, short of gas in the 

Mooney, that Iôve found in a while.  It also took 

care of a few check marks on my list of things 

needing accomplished in my short flying ca-

reer, those being open cockpit, two wings and 

round engines. 

 My job requires that I stress the impor-

tance of heat stress and stroke prevention to my 

fellow employees, and 99% of the people I ad-

dress know what and what not to do. It be-

comes a bore to listen to the same spiel every 

year but it must be brought up. The same rules 

apply to our aviation interests and how we 

manage our risks in the air or more importantly, 

trying to get into the air. This seems like the 

hottest June I can recall in some time so beware 

of that density altitude and those variable 

winds, but yôall knew that didnôt ya and didnôt 

need to hear it from me, so I wonôt mention it 

again, this month anyway. So, check the W&B, 

look at the positive side of the problem and tell 

the folks you have to leave behind that youôll 

be back to pick them up on the second trip, 

DA just became another good reason to fly 

more trips! 

 Also, donôt be shy about stepping up 

with a program idea for the coming meeting. 

Letôs go fly somebody, somewhereéééé7 
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(5:30 at Guadalupeôs for dinner) 

Every flying machine has its own unique charac-
teristics, some good, some not so good. Pilots 
naturally fly the craft in such a manner as to take 
advantage of its good characteristics and avoid 
the areas where it is not so good. 

ð Neil Armstrong, quoted in 'Popular Mechanics,' 
June 2009. 



 

  

 At last I have something to write about. 

WE MANAGED TO GET A Y. E. FLIGHT 

IN!!!!!!.  
This occurred at out last Runway 

Gumbo cookout, and had originated at Steve 

Deanôs  last fly in at the Gilmer airport. I had a 

set up a table to promote the EAA and the 

Young Eagle program. This gave the kids a 

chance to sign up for the Y. E. flight at Glade-

water at our next cookout. 

I had a total of 7 to sign up for the 

flight. Out of this number, 3 showed up for the 

flight. However, the CAP was flying kids that 

day also, so we were able to get 3 from their 

group. After we left for the day, our prez flew 6 

giving us a total of 13 for the day. I was really 

pleased that we were able to fly that many, be-

cause it really salvaged what had started off be-

ing a bum day. I want to thank Garnet 

McClure, Steve Garrett, Greg Dohrer and 

Jerry Gardner for flying the kids. 

Our next flight will be on 12 June and 

again at Gladewater. This group will be from the 

Discovery Science Center and the HAMM Mu-

seum as well as others that have expressed an 

interest in the flights. Right now I am looking 

for around 20 that day. As you all know, that 

number can always go up or down. I do need a 

head count as to who will be flying kids that 

day, so give me a heads up if you are going to 

fly. There is always a need for ground personnel 

to help on the ramp for safety purposes. Of 

The Eagleôs Nest 

By: Editor 

course the ladies scheduling team is always 

welcome and very much appreciated. 

I want to pass on something that 

Robert Caldwell brought up coming home 

from the last meeting. He mentioned the idea 

of a ñuniformò for the Y. E. pilots. This could 

be in the form of a flight suit or jump suit with 

the chapter logo on either the front or back. 

How about giving this thought and we could 

discuss this at the next meeting. 

I hope to have my plane back in the air 

sometime soon. At this time I have the left 

wing covered and hope to do all the shrinking 

and marked for stitching. As always, no matter 

what you plan on, something comes up short. 

This time it was material.  I wound up about 3 

yards shy having enough to cover the other 

wing. 

Meet the Young Eagles Chairmen 
 
 The EAA Young Eagles Program, now in its 18th year is proudly led by 

two of aviationôs most well-known pilots, Chesley ñSullyò Sullenberger and Jeff 

Skiles.  Sully and Jeff became the Young Eagles chairmen on September 29, 2009, 

taking over from former Chairman Harrison Ford. Ford, the well-known actor and 

aviator, had served as Chairman since 2004.  

 The new chairmen bring a message of teamwork and training to the Young 

Eagles program. A message reflected in their spectacular ñMiracle on the Hudsonò 

water landing of their stricken USAirways Flight 1549 Airbus A320 in January 

2008.  

 Both Chairmen look forward to taking an active role in the Young Eagles 

program and will participate in the annual EAA AirVenture Oshkosh Fly-In. 



 

Homebuilder - Restorerôs Update 

Bushmaster Project 
By: Steve Garrett 
 

I picked up this unfinished ñBushmasterò project about 18 months ago.  Since then I have been doing research on similar projects trying not to rein-

vent the wheel. 

 

This ñBushmasterò project started out as a 1957 Piper Tri-Pacer it has a Super Cub style fuselage & tail section with an additional 30 inches of 

length melded/welded just aft of the cabin baggage compartment.  As you can see from the pictures below, itôs now a tail dragger. 

 

I have a set of wings from D&E Aircraft with the 613.5 Ribblett airfoil and a 66-inch cord.  This airfoil is a bit thicker than a Cub/Super Cub USA 

35B airfoil and the cord is 3 inches longer.  The wings have 8-foot ailerons and flaps. 

 

My first choice for a powerplant is an engine from Aerosport Power in Canada.  They build an O-375, a Lycoming based O-360 with a 3/16ò longer 

stroke.  They claim approximately 195 hp from a parallel valve engine that can burn either 91 octane unleaded or 100LL. 

 

My goal is to have an empty weight around 1,250 lbs. and I plan to set the gross weight at 2,500 lbs. 

Steveôs project left side 

Steveôs project right side 

 A Finished Bushmaster 



 

Annual Time Againé. 
By: Bart Robinett 
 

Annual time again!! Just another year to prove that things often don't go quite 

as planned. I determined years ago that if I were going to fly I had to learn to 

work on my airplane. It's not that I don't trust others to do it, it's just that I 

don't. Oh, and there's something in my Scots soul that just won't allow me to 

pay others to do things I can do myself, mainly. There are some things I refuse 

to do more than once, which is another thing this year has proven. 

  

I thought this would be a cinch, compared to last year, which involved pulling 

the main landing gear out for overhaul, but no such luck! When Sharlene was 

flying a few weeks ago, getting ready for her BFR, we landed and she went to 

put the flaps up only to find the circuit breaker popped. We reset it and ran the 

flaps a couple of times with no problems. Flew the airplane a few more hours 

and it did it once more, hummmmmm. When it came 

time for the annual I thought I'd look into it with my 

AI, Jesse Loffer. Jesse is the reason I'm able to work on 

my own airplane and can afford to own it. He and I 

flew the airplane together, since I had some noise in the 

Garmin 430 which was apparently coming from the 

right mag I wanted him to hear and figured that would 

be my project for this annual.  On landing the breaker 

popped again. After I got the airplane home, I took the 

seats and all the covers over the gear and flap system 

out and he came down to look the airplane over for the 

annual.  We ran the flaps with it up on jacks and decided the motor sounded 

labored. Then we started playing with them by turning the motor output shaft 

by hand and we could  hear funny popping noises from the left side flap drive 

cable, like something was sticking in there, hummmmm. So I decided it had to 

come out. I got the procedure from ABS via e-mail, and it took about 10 min-

utes to read it, right, but it took two full days to get the right and left sides, 

including the actuators out! What a job! I think they must have been installed 

before the wing was skinned! Anyway the left cable was badly worn, both 

were very dry and the actuators had about a tablespoon full of lubricant left in 

them. We ordered a new drive assembly for the left side. 

 

While I was waiting for parts decided to go ahead and try to fix the slop in the 

nose gear steering linkage. I did the same thing on 23G and really improved 

the feel of the steering but it's a thankless job. Not expensive, just some bush-

ings, but getting the thing apart is a real chore. Like the flaps there is no place 

to work, can't get your hands in there, can't get enough light and can't  see 

when you do. (Keep knocking my reading glasses off! Never gave much 

thought to my eyes getting worse till the last couple of years!) Well that job is 

done, only took two days, and the parts have arrived so I go back to the flap 

job.  

 

Jesse rebuilt the actuators and I took the flap drive motor apart, cleaned and 

lubed it and put it back together. Not much of a chore and I've done similar 

jobs many times so it wasn't new territory. (Just wait for the rest of the story!) 

Anyway the reinstallation is just the reverse of the disassembly, right? NOT! 

The flap position indicator is on the left side actuator, attached to the outside 

of the thing with a couple of Adel clamps and is impossible to reinstall with 

the flap drive cable attached. Now just visualize trying to install an Adel 

clamp with one hand, in the dark, with your head in a vise while on your 

knees! I found it is possible to mount the thing loosely to the actuator and feed 

the thing in place. Then you can reach in to adjust it to 

the right position, tighten it in place, then attach the 

actuator in the wing and connect the drive assembly 

last. Another full day and it's impossible without an air 

operated 1/4" drive ratchet! Trust me on this! Got it all 

together and ran the flaps for the first time. WHAT 

THE_________! I made double sure I marked the ac-

tuators left and right when I took them out and I 

marked the extension of the drive shaft so I could put 

them back in exactly the same place in order to make 

sure I didn't have to adjust the limit switches but the 

things don't work. When they reach the limit and stop 

they won't restart. I find that if I turn the motor shaft by hand enough to move 

the flap slightly, it'll run, BACKWARDS! Lots of head scratching! Remember 

that simple little motor job that I've done many times in the past? Well some-

thing changed. Jesse came back  and we determine that reversing the polarity 

on the motor cures all. Neither of us quite understands what happened, but 

things are good now and my back is feeling better every day. How much will 

it cost the next guy? Ask Jess! 

 

Oh, remember the noise in the 430 from the right mag? That took a fair 

amount of head banging too, but we finally found the shielding on the lower 

ignition lead to the #4 cylinder was broken inside the ferrell. I won't say who 

worked on that cylinder last, but it wasn't me. So, for future reference, make 

sure when removing or installing the spark plug connector, hold backup on the 

lead ferrell as you tighten to the plug. If you don't the lead tries to spin, can't 

and the shielding takes the strain. No good. Have fun out there. 



 

Runway Gumboé May 22, 2010 


