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The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

 The Gumbo was another success and it 

seems just as weôve learned how to cook the 

rice, alas, we must now find the pancake check-

list. I was reminded of this through my sub-

scription to ñAdventure Pilotò and Bob Tip-

pensô timely entry. Thanks to Steve and 

Teresa Garrett for acquiring the rice cookers 

and to Jon McClendon for the use of his 

hanger last weekend. 

 Letôs not forget about the events in Gil-

mer, coming up on the 15th, Learn to fly day is 

fast approaching. 

 For those I talked to about working on 

the shelter last week, I was sidetracked with 

some events that distracted my short attention 

span and will have to reschedule when things 

calm down. 

 The second phase of the Airport im-

provement project is getting close to comple-

tion and itôs time for everyone to ante up and 

start building your new hangers. Iôll be collect-

ing deposits at the meeting J. Youôll be de-

lighted to know, the City has promised to in-

stall low flow toilets in the restrooms to allevi-

ate some of the septic problems behind the pi-

lotôs lounge. 

 

Letôs go fly somebody somewhereééé.8 
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Thursday, May 13, 6:30 PM  

Gladewater Airport Terminal  
 

(5:30 at Guadalupeôs for dinner) 

Mooney, as seen by Bonanza 



 

Those of us who fly Young Eagles on a 

regular basis often fly someone that has not 

flown before.  It may be good to refresh our-

selves on how that could feel to a young per-

son (or anyone).  The following is an excerpt 

from an article in Flight Training, July 2003, 

by Budd Davisson.  

 
The more we fly, the harder it is to remem-

ber how it was at the beginning. Take rolling into 

an innocent bank, for instance. Nothing the aver-

age person has ever ridden in (airliners and roller 

coasters donôt count) would roll into a bank during 

a turn. Theyôve never looked out the window and 

seen the ground out there on a wing tip. In an air-

liner that view bothers only a small number of peo-

ple, but in a little airplane it feels like an unnatural 

act and many people react badly to it. To most itôs 

simply an uncomfortable feeling. To others it can 

set off all sorts of emotional alarms. If you donôt 

think flying along looking over your shoulder at 

the ground is an unnatural thing to do, notice how 

some of your passengers will instinctively lean 

away from the turn the instant you bank the air-

plane. Donôt laugh. You probably did it too in the 

beginning.  

You have to put yourself in their shoes. 

But sometimes thatôs difficult to do because you 

may have a basically different mindset than your 

passengers do, whether you know it or not.  

 In terms of mental make up, anyone who 

learns to fly is on the edge of the bell-shaped curve 

in a lot of areas. One of those areas is a willingness 

to try new things. Youôre a little more adventurous 

than most. Thereôs also a possibility that you are 

more mechanically oriented and enjoy machines, 

although itôs not uncommon to run across pilots who 

donôt know squat about the machines they are flying. 

You also probably adapt to new situations and new 

environments quickly. Weôre not pointing these 

things out because they make us superior beings. 

Weôre pointing these out because the mental compo-

nents that came together and made you want to be-

come a pilot donôt necessarily exist within the gen-

eral population. If they did, there would be more pi-

lots. The differences in our thought patterns some-

times make it difficult for us to understand other peo-

pleôs fears and anxieties. The longer a pilot flies, the 

better he becomes at recognizing when a person 

needs kid glove treatment.  

Itôs not necessary a passenger know every 

little nit noid about the flight but a general under-

standing will go a long way and that can start with a 

gentle pre-flight briefing. You donôt have to make it 

a formal or intense affair (ñéand then Iôll increase 

the back pressure and the nose willéò). In fact, the 

more rigid you make it, the more likely it is that itôll 

raise apprehension, not lower it. Just make the flight 

and what they can expect part of your normal con-

versation as you get ready for the flight. Tell them a 

little about the airplane, ñéthis is a Cessna 172 and 

is probably the most common, most reliable airplane 

ever built. It is aviationôs Chevy.ò Tell them a little 

about the operating environment, ñéyeah, this is a 

busy airport, but Iôll be talking to the tower all the 

time and theyôllé.ò Try to give an image of what 

lies ahead without resorting to a chalkboard and bar 

charts.  

 To give a better understanding of the ma-

chine, have them peak over your shoulder while 

youôre doing a preflight. This will do two things; 

first, it will help them understand how the airplane 

flies and second, it will help paint a picture of you as 

being more professional. Doing a thorough pre-flight 

with them watching should strengthen your image, 

which in turn will make them more comfortable with 

the flight.  

The Eagleôs Nest 

By: Editor 

 Incidentally, donôt talk about a passenger 

getting sick unless they bring it up. Getting sick in 

an airplane is very much a mind game that can be-

come self-fulfilling. If someone is convinced they 

are going to get sick, they probably will. The trick 

is to keep them diverted. If, before the flight, they 

make comments about getting sick, deflect them by 

saying something to the effect, ñéoh, donôt worry. 

That kind of thing virtually never happens.   And 

donôt think itôs common for passengers to get sick, 

because it isnôt. Itôs an extremely rare occurrence 

and itôs up to you to make sure it doesnôt happen. 

 [In flight] Donôt do anything quickly or 

without telling them first.  Treat the throttle as if it 

is connected directly to your passengersô nervous 

system because nothing will turn them white faster 

than an unannounced power cut will. It is surpris-

ing how few new passengers actually give any 

thought to engine reliability. In many cases the 

pilot is more concerned about the engine quitting 

than the passenger is. However, yank it closed just 

one time and youôll be amazed how quickly the 

specter of engine failure becomes very real to the 

rest of the folks in the airplane. In fact, of all the 

things that can catch them unawares and make 

them the most nervous, making a power change is 

it.  

 Even as you begin letting down into the 

pattern, let them know the power is coming back. 

Then, as you come up along side the runway on 

downwind, describe the pattern you will fly and 

talk about how the power is going to change sev-

eral times. Then, even though youôve given them 

plenty of warning, as you bring the power back, 

make sure you say, ñéand now the power is com-

ing off. Watch how we glide.ò  

 If there is a bottom line to all of this it is 

that we should act like sales people every minute 

weôre in an airplane with passengers.  As they are 

walking away, we want to hear them say, ñI can 

hardly wait to do this again.  



 

Bill Vawter, 1955 Piper Tri-Pacer 

 

Latest achievements:  fuselage covered, interior back in place, on the 

wheels, engine hung, and new baffle seals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Caldwell, Pietenpol Air Camper 

 

The last few months have been devoted to fittings that will rig the air-

craft  Approximately 98% of the fittings are cut out, bent to shape, 

drilled, and welded where necessary.  All controls are fabricated. All are 

being primed and painted.  The controls will be mounted in the fuselage 

in the near future.   

Homebuilder - Restorerôs Update 

Original design pulley bracket 

Landing gear/lift strut fitting 

Various control items, 

(from top): torque tube 

and bearings, elevator 

horns, elevator bellcrank 

and bearings, and rudder 

horn.  Primer and paint 

going on.   


