
 

 

 April 2010     EAA Chapter 972   ñServing East Texasò 

The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 
 Iôd like to open this with a word of thanks 

to all who showed up to help with the first Gumbo 

feed of the season last month. Except for the wind it 

was a great day and a better turn out, participation 

like that really makes the event more enjoyable. 

Next time weôll throw in an extra cup of rice and Iôll 

add a pound of meat to the pot, if I could only re-

member how much I used last timeééé.?? 

 Got a note from Jerry Gardner the other 

day (as did the rest of you Iôm sure) that said some-

thing about the great Wisconsin retreat, I wonôt 

mention the name just yet seeinô as how Sun ón Fun 

hasnôt kicked off yet. Hope one of you is planning 

to be the chapter representative in Florida and come 

back with souvenirs for all or at least a good tale to 

tell Iôm sure Ken Andrews will be happy to sur-

render the time for some firsthand experience. 

 Lastly, Iôve been made aware of an event 

in May on the 15th touted as the ñInternational 

Learn to Fly Dayò. I missed the webinar I had 

signed up for but the recording is available at this 

address: www.eaa.org/webinars , look to the bot-

tom of the page, click the archives and watch the 

recording.  It doesnôt have to be a chapter thing but 

it should be a group thing, ainôt no better group 

than this one. The event can be as organized or 

unorganized as weôd like it to be, but we should 

get some people (preferably at least one whoôs 

never flown before) in the air. I mention this 

strictly in the sincerest of selfish and certainly bi-

ased interest for the promotion of aviation. If we 

donôt promote this activity who will? Is anyone 

beating on your door trying to get you out to the 

airport? Have you noticed the lack of activity at 

most of our surrounding dromes? Seen any pro 

aviation news articles in press or TV lately, I donôt 

think so. Think about participating, and then do it, 

on that day or any other day that suits ya!!  And 

before I get down off this soap box (I so frequently 

find myself on) if you know someone who wants a 

ride and you canôt provide it, call me, Iôll certainly 

do what I can to oblige. (Stepping down now) 

 

Letôs go fly somebody somewhereééééé.9 

   Q 
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Well here it is, another month gone 

by and it completely bypassed me until our 

esteemed news editor called me and asked 

the infamous question, ñWhere is itô? Of 

course, I asked the next logical question, 

ñWhat are you talking aboutò? Of course 

he was asking for an article for the paper. I 

sometimes think that he intentionally waits 

until the last minute to call, 

but then I suppose he 

thinks one should remem-

ber all these things. 

Well I hope that we 

have as good a year this 

year as we did last year. As 

I said before, 2009 was the 

best that we have had since 

the turn of the century. 

Everyone involved has 

really gone overboard in 

assuring that the chapter meets the com-

mitments involving the Young Eagles. 

We flew enough youngsters last 

year that from the credits that we received, 

we were able to pay full tuition for the 

summer camp at Oshkosh. Roger Wiet-

tingôs son participated last year and from 

the letter that he sent to the chapter, he 

really enjoyed the adventure. He wrote me 

a letter stating his desire to again partici-

pate in the summer camp this year. After 

contacting, him I brought this before the 

chapter at one of the meetings and it was 

voted on to again sponsor him for the 2010 

camp. The paperwork has been processed 

for him and he has a slot reserved for him 

at Oshkosh this year. 

I know that this does cost us but I 

feel that if not doing this we would be out 

just flying around boring holes in the sky. 

Flying these youngsters may not seem re-

warding at times because some feel like it 

like a carnival ride. But, others really ap-

preciate it and it does give them an insight 

into what flying is all about. 

Our next scheduled flight 

will be on 12 June, which 

also happens to be Interna-

tional Young Eagle Day. The 

group will be from the 

HAMM summer camp as 

well as the group from The 

Discovery Science Center. 

So far, the HAMM group has 

9 signed up with a limit of 

12. That will also be the limit 

for the other group. 

I had previously stated that 

we would fly out of Pounds Field. Due to 

the security concerns at the field, I have 

changed to Gladewater. As I explained to 

them Wednesday at HAMM, this experi-

ence concerns the parents as well as the 

kids. With the parents being limited in hav-

ing access to the ramp and aircraft, I felt 

that there would be more freedom for all 

concerned if Gladewater was used for this. 

 

See yôall at Guadas   Q 

   

The Eagleôs Nest 

By: Bill Vawter 

Young Eagle Coordinator 



 

(The following is the response by Bart  to a comment he read)..  

 

ñIt is a comment directed at a óTips for Pilotsô site that I get periodi-

cally. The ótipô was that it's smoother above the haze or cumulus layer 

so the recommendation was to go up if flying cross country.ò 

 

Mark, 

  

I disagree with this tip without some qualifications. Being on top is 

smoother but there are some future pitfalls. Without GPS, navigation 

is more difficult, you're effectively IFR if the cloud coverage goes 

over about 40%. In today's world maybe that isn't an issue, but I'm 

an older birdman and it has been for me in the past so I think the 

recommendation should be qualified. In addition, at some point, even 

if not overcast, you'll have a problem getting down without getting in 

the clouds. If the cloud cover does go to overcast, you're stuck on top 

and even though you can see the building cumulus you'll spend a lot 

of time wandering around trying to avoid them. See navigation issues 

above. My experience, won the hard way, is that the cloud deck often 

keeps climbing so you end up going higher and higher trying to stay 

out of it. Often you encounter multiple layers on top, which one do I 

stay on top of? At some point you're only option is an IFR descent or 

you turn around and go back to where you can get under it. Assum-

ing it's not closed in behind you by that time.  Even in visibility as 

low as 5 miles you can see the rain shafts from CB's and avoid them. 

If there's no rain, there's no turbulence and you don't have to avoid 

it, unlike if you're on top when you do. If  it's getting dark or the visi-

bility is less than 5 you're effectively scud running anyway. You may 

get bounced around a bit, but being lost or stuck on top is a lot worse. 

Being comfortable isn't all it's cracked up to be, pun intended. 

  

My recommendation is that VFR pilots should always stay below the 

clouds until they run into the ground or their personal limits. You have 

to make a decision when scud running about when to turn 

around BEFORE you start, then DO IT! In flat country you might be 

able to push a bit lower but at some point you decide that's enough, I'm 

getting out of this and on the ground. You may even have to decide to 

land off airport because that's the only survivable option left. If it 

comes to that you've pushed too far, but you're still alive. I don't rec-

ommend it. Now I recognize that there's a lot of controversy about the 

idea of "scud running". Some people say you never do it, period. I say 

scud running to one pilot is flyable VFR to another, it's mostly a matter 

of the conditions, experience and the airplane. A J-3 at 500 and 2 may 

be scud running but it still takes 2 minutes to get to the limits of visibil-

ity. In a Bonanza at 150 knots it takes 45 seconds and the airplane is a 

lot less maneuverable so what do you do? Either the limits for the Bo-

nanza pilot should be higher than 500 and 2 or, he could slow the air-

plane down. Even a Bonanza will fly pretty well at 75 knots and the 

picture out the window looks a lot different then. I'm not necessarily 

advocating that kind of operations, I simply make the point that being 

on top where you can see isn't necessarily safer or "more comfort-

able".  

  

Bart Robinett 

Commentary  
by Bart Robinett 
Chapter 972 Historian 

From ñGreat  Aviation Quotesò 
 
There are no new types of aircrashes ð only people with short memories. 
Every accident has its own forerunners, and every one happens either because 
somebody did not know where to draw the vital dividing line between the un-
foreseen and the unforeseeable or because well-meaning people deemed the 
risk acceptable. 
 
If politics is the art of the possible, and flying is the art of the seemingly impos-
sible, then air safety must be the art of the economically viable. At a time of 
crowded skies and sharpening competition, it is a daunting task not to let the 
art of the acceptable deteriorate into the dodgers' art of what you can get away 
with. 
 
ð Stephen Barlay, 'The Final Call: Why Airline Disasters Continue to Happen,' 
March 1990 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0679401741/ref=nosim/greataviationquo


 

 

 

 

Wings of Freedom Tour 

March 5-8, 2010 

HAMM  

Runway Gumbo 
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