
 

    March 2010       EAA Chapter 972    ñServing East Texasò 

The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

 Times is tough, I would like to be 

able to relate some type of flying folly, 

however, Iôm without bird at the moment 

and have been for the better part of five 

weeks. Iôve fallen prey to the schedules 

of a local shop as well as that of the ven-

dor and delivery providers. Speaking as 

an ex-smoker that quit cold turkey I 

think the withdrawals of this experience 

have been far worse. Itôs one thing to be 

victim of your own inabilities or lack of 

planning, itôs quite another to be at the 

mercy of someone elseôs particularly 

when your told itôll only take a week. 

  

 Iôve been told by a fairly reliable 

source that our City/Airport manager is 

a short timer in his current position. I 

understand heôs moving on to better op-

portunities. Thatôs too bad if itôs true, he 

has been a friend and ally to the airport, 

the advisory board, the 972, all of the 

hanger owners and pilots. Of course that 

also means weôll have to suffer the rig-

ors and setback of training the councilôs 

new selection so that we might bring 

that person óround to our way of 

thinkinô. Just imagine how great life 

would be if that new manager was a pi-

lot as well. I for one will be optimistic 

and hope that change is good. Iôll find 

out what I can what all this means con-

cerning current and proposed projects 

before the next meeting. 

 

Letôs go fly somewhereéééé10 

EAA Chapter 972 Contacts 
 

 Garnet McClure, President

 gmmccl@suddenlink.net 

 

 Ken Andrews, Vice President  

 ken980@embarqmail.com 
 

 Harold Craig, Treasurer   

 hcraig5588@aol.com 
 

 Steve Garrett,  Secretary  

 ibnuber1@yahoo.com 

 

 Bill Vawter, YE Coordinator 

 bvawt@etex.net 

 

 Robert Caldwell, Newsletter Editor

 caldwrl@etex.net  
 

 Bart Robinett ,  Historian     

 flyboy1423g@aol.com 

 

 

Thursday, March 11, 6:30 PM  

Gladewater Airport Terminal  
 

(5:30 at Guadalupeôs for dinner) 

In response to how he checked the weather, "I 
just whip out my blue card with a hole in it 
and read what it says: 'When color of card 

matches color of sky, FLY!'"  

                                            ð Gordon Baxter  



 Since I didnôt get an article in the 

last news letter, I figured that I had better 

do so before the editor got onto me. I had a 

lot going so I just plain forgot about it until 

Robert called me. 

As all of you may know, the chap-

ter had a banner year last year. The best we 

have had since 2000 ï 2001. I want to 

thank all of you that participated for mak-

ing all of this a success. This goes for all 

you, fliers, ground personnel and wives 

that helped. 

All of our pilots flew their quotas 

with the exception of two. I was sort of 

worrying about our past prez, getting in his 

quota, but he came in at the last minute and 

got his number in. 

Now I should be receiving the cer-

tificates before long. They will again be 

worth $5.00 per point, which can be ap-

plied to tuition for some youngster or go 

toward chapter expenses. I know that 

Roger Wietingôs son, Jonathan, was 

sponsored by us last year and really en-

joyed it. From what I have heard from him, 

he is ready to return this year. So, all of 

you think about this, because I know he 

will appreciate our sponsoring him again. 

I really havenôt had a chance to 

start digging up kids for us this year. How-

ever, I do have one scheduled flight in 

June. It will be on 12 June at the HAMM 

museum at Pounds Field. This group will 

be the Discovery Science group and possi-

ble a group from the museum that will 

have gone thru an aviation class at the mu-

seum. I do not know the head count yet for 

either group. I know that my class is lim-

ited to 12 and the museum will have a limit 

of 12. 

There is a chance that the chapter 

will have a chance to participate with the 

chapter at Wood County in May. We have 

been discussing about starting an annual 

fly in event with Y. E. flight available. I 

donôt think that the Wood County chapter 

is too involved in the Y. E. program at this 

time. I will know more about this later and 

will pass this on. I know some have dis-

cussed about trying to get the area chapters 

involved in activities together, so this 

could be a start for this. 

I donôt know if you are aware of it 

or not, but Phillips Petroleum is giving a 

$1.00 per gallon refund on fuel purchases  

involving  Y. E. flights. Last year, it was 

$5.00 per gallon up thru December. My 

bill sure did look good to see that credit 

applied to it. So, you might think about this 

if you have a Phillips Aviation gas card. 

 

See yaôll at Guadaôs  

The Eagleôs Nest 

By: Bill Vawter 

Young Eagle Coordinator 


