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The Pres Sez.
by: Garnet McClure

Another new year, lots of promises made
and as this column is written on the sixth day ma
are already forgotten. Some of you are hoping n
one heard what those resolutions were that you
were so proud of on Thursday night, yeah! You
know who you are.
went sour last year and try to do it better in the G

ing year, or not! To many resolutions just seem to

clutter things up and
actually going to do and the way we really enjoy
doing it. And so, head long into the New Year W

stumble destined to repeat most of the last year
why not.
The past year was

think we lost anyone and | know we picked up at
least two and maybe three new faces. Judging f

the usual crowd on the second Thursday each mo

folks are getting what they want out of our gathe
i ngs, [ know it
want to see that continue into the coming year.
Whatever your reason t
in the coming months. Bill, keep them eagles co

ing, itds going to be
numbers.

For number ten | et
projects we didnoét get

always a concern and a limiting factor, but, we
ought to be able to make at least one if not both
jects happen this yeart

OTi s

6cause

St
0
SQ

D

Off

e
all

g
(0]
r-

D

M

and the covered pavilion on the field. These are
activities we can all be involved with and will be
able to enjoy once co
pump here and want to see a good number of V
unteers come labor time, whether it be demoliti
or construction of th
involved

New this year. I p
ifeedod proceeds, or a
Cah rtiismematso fruenfdl.e clt doonn
r'who might go without, helping a family in need,
the | ist is vast and
pwdnat wel netted |dsteyearmmndthyourdeied fumdtians
and itds not i mportan
put forth an extra effort this year to benefit thos
dot as fortunate. Let

There it i s, i f yo
o dvd nkomgt he 9D2rsleldo
folks at the EAA are going to do this year that
would interest meo yo
rith rest. Here is opportunity beating down your
door, a chance to get involved yet not so cumbe

and
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were going to
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Robert Caldwell, Newsletter Editor

L’?arrt F?obinett, Historian

v EAA Chapters @7@pGoNtactsd o n o t

weodr e

t, |c@heBVcClute PrediddA@ o r t ant] i s t
& gmmccl@suddenlink.net
6s| talk about it.
u O|Ken Andrews, Yiice Brgsidenti ng t Her e
mo i i ukenP80@ephprantail.ckm o w |wh a't
H d Craig, Ireasurer : :
ur W?J rh@gig%S%S@goll'.cgm of ficlially
°I- | Steve Garrett, Secretary
ibnuberl@yahoo.com
wepl probably reallly enj
e 1 Billa/&aweere YE Coordinator
bvawt@etex.net
agspt fyleya rsbosme wher e!
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The Eagl

By: Bill Vawter

| guess that by now everyone is
getting over the perils of Thanksgiving, Christmas
and New Year. Every time, it is the same old thing|
There is always too much food, not enough mone)
and always the new years' resolutions that are neve
carried out. | guess it is a good thing that we are s
able, no matter how old, to think that we are able to

carry out these ideas.

| hope each and every one of us will never
stop dreaming about aviation and the fact that we
still free to fly around this great nation of ours and
hope that this dream will continue far into the futurg
In looking and listening to what is going on around
our nation and the leaders that we have, it sometim
paints a bleak future for us in general aviation.

One thing that | am grateful for is chapter
such as we have. It is an active chapter and willing
help promote aviation to the future generations

through the Young

chapters that do not participate in this are really mig
ing out on something. That something is the interac
tion with youth, who are the future pilots of our na-

tion.

This year, 2009, EAA 972 really stepped U
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tghgl and knocked a home run. We flew the mg
that have never flown since the years 2000 and 2
We flew over 200 each of those years, but that was d
to us participating with the Special Olympics in Tyler.
The major portion of our participants was from these
events.

This year, so far we have flown 205. These w
all from individual groups where we did not have an €
sfremely large turnout. The exception to this was our
[flight at Gilmer where we flew 50. Counting these, the
average for each of these flights was around 29, whig
wasndét bad at all Our g
is due to the help of the scheduling crew who have d
ra great jJobTHANKS LOADS TO ERMA, MELINDA
(the first lady),SUE andHAROLD CRAIG, who has

 been generous in helping out these ladies as needed,

972 achieved another goal this year in that w
diad three pilots who each flew over 100 Young Eagle
They are Ken Andrews, Bob Tippens and yours truly.
felt good in having achieved that goal. All | can say is
tghat this was the most expensive shirt that | have eve
had, but it is worth it. It looks like our prez will be the
geat ong foaghieve this gogl if he santinues a5 he ha
gear. He is our top flier for 2009. Even Arnold Phillips
_got into the act and flew 5 in his L bird. | think Sue
goaded him into it. Thanks Sue.

We wound up the year hereHlly Lake Inter-
nationalthe first of December as always with a good
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turnout from the chapter. Things had to be changed
Oittle in that we had to operate out of my hanger. By dp-
éng this | decided to have an invitation only for the kid
that were going to fly and personally, | feel that this
vavorked good for all of us. We each, with the exceptiop of
Tippens, who had two, had only one flight (yes, Taz gan
ffy) and this made a more relaxed atmosphere for all pf
-us. Afterwards we had pulled pork BBQ. The only thing
wrong was that it wasnot
ing it to the Christmas party, but decided not to.

The majority of the kids flown at this flight were
Lagan ramsthe iAzel WayeBoys Homg, Againegasthe [f | i ¢
ngroup last year, | found to be the most polite group thiat
we have flown. It is amazing that kids like these, goin
through a life such as they have, come out to an event
such as this with the courteous attitude such as they have.
| know that the councilors really keep an eye on them

al |

and if they dondét toe the ma
Itparticipate in things such as this.
In conclusion, | was most honored at the Chrjst-

mas party in being presented the Tom Southern Award.
This is the second time for me and without the backing
 fhiga the chapter, | would not be out doing what | enjqy,
promoting the Young Eagle program around the area, |
know of others in the chapter that are more deserving
this award and hopefully your names will be up there|i
the future THEREFORE, THANKS TO YOU WHO
NOMINATED ME FOR THIS AWARD.

of
n

Young Eagles at HLR
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Chri st mas Party 009

Chapter 972 says thanks to Arnold and Sue Phillips for hosting the annual Christmas

party. The food was great and the AWhi whi t e.

Photos by:
Bart Robinett




