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The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

 ótis the season, (if I donôt get that little 

quip in now itôll be to late come the next offer-

ing). 

 The pins and paper have arrived to be 

handed out to all of you dedicated, hard work-

ing, fun loving sorts that help make this group 

what it is. And I mean that in a good way. 

Thereôs the little matter of the Tom Southern 

Award  as well, whoôll be the deserving recipi-

ent this year? I think I know but Iôm not tellinô 

just yet. The party is shaping up, itôll be a great 

success and a return to a place where airplane 

type folk should gather. Remember your gift 

for the White elephant festivities as mentioned 

before itôs not required but it sure makes the 

game easier to pull off if all participants bring 

one item. (extravagance not required) As of this 

writing the traditional last YE flight is fixinô to 

take place at Holly Lake, Iôm not sure of the 

yearôs exact number but I do know itôll have 

multiple digits in it. (Thatôll teach me to pay 

more attention to  Bill Vawterôs reports during 

the meetings) 

 The Gilmer fly-in air show was a big 

success for all who participated, lots of people 

got to fly, young and old alike. Exhibits of all 

types and the tribute to our armed forces, all 

made for a great show. The only thing Iôll do 

different next year is make a few kids wait a 

little longer so I can get in the lunch line a lit-

tle sooner and get one of those foot long hot-

dogs, are you with me Barbara? 

 If this column reads like a bunch of 

incoherent mumbling and rambling-on well 

thereôs good reason, you just canôt make a 

bunch of incoherent mumbling and rambling-

on read any different. 

 If you donôt get to the party have a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, see 

you in ô10, If you do get to the party the appro-

priate hanger will be marked by all the hustle 

and bustle of preparation, or just look for the 

972 trailer, itôll be parked out front. 

 Letôs go fly somewhere, A Christmas 

party maybe?........................13 
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The meeting this month will be the annual Christmas Partyé 

 

Date:    Saturday, Dec. 12 

Location:   Arnold & Sue Phillipsô Hanger (07F) 

Time:   5:00 PM (Setup), 5:30 tilô ? (Happy Hour, Eat, Awards, other stuff) 



The Eagleôs Nest 
By: Editor 

 

 The year is rapidly coming to a close and we have one more YE event on 

Dec. 5 at ñHolly Lake Internationalò.  Iôm sure we will get all the details of a very 

successful year of flying kids from Bill Vawter in our January meeting.  Until then, I hope everyone 

will fly or drive to Holly Lake on Dec. 5 and enjoy the fun and food.  No one works harder or longer for 

our chapterôs Young Eagle program than Bill and Erma.  Another great year of  YE events is a fitting 

testimony to that fact.   

 Thanks, Bill !! 

Photos:  Young Eagle Event at Holly Lake , 2008 



 

 Nov. 7 dawned cloudy and low overcast.  

Preparations were made and all was ready for an-

other outstanding day of flying into and around 

KJXI.  By 1100 it was looking very promising 

and air activities began to happen.  During the 

morning, special events took place to recognize 

our veterans.  Special guest of honor was Lt. Col. 

Phillip Maywald, USAF (ret.) a graduate of Gil-

mer High School and the Air Force Academy.   

 Flying activities began with flyovers of  two 

A-10ôs and a B-52 from Barksdale AFB.  On hand 

to entertain the crowd were the Texas Twisters T-

34ôs, the Lone Star Bird Dogs (L-19ôs), and the 

Texas Heat Wave Show Team of model airplanes, 

and EAA Chapter 972 providing Young Eagle 

flights throughout the day.   

 Also present was a 1929 Travel Air owned 

and operated by Scott Glover of Mt. Pleasant.  

Scott was providing rides to the public for a nomi-

nal fee.  Scott also flew in a Antonov AN-2 for 

static display.   

 Not to be left out were the military vehicles 

and antique automobiles lined up on the ramp for 

all to admire.  It was moving to witness the parade 

of military vehicles as they passed the reviewing 

stand and brought many memories back to veterans 

in attendance. 

 In summary, the event was attended by 

ñthousandsò and it was apparent all enjoyed the fly-

ing, fun, and food.  Thanks to Steve Dean and all 

the volunteers of the Flight of the Phoenix Aviation 

Museum for putting on a great show again this year.   


