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The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

 Reklaw, what can you say about Rek-

law? From a spectators point of view itôs better 

than Oshkosh ócause thereôs no question as to 

which runway (either direction) theyôre going 

to use. Youôre going to be able to see the show 

and not have to wonder whatôs going on on the 

other strip. Youôll probably see an aircraft you 

either havenôt seen before, or havenôt seen in a 

while, donôt want to see again (is that possi-

ble?), maybe wonôt see again is a better way to 

put that. Youôre going to see the level of talent, 

proficiency or skill, take your pick, run the 

gamut. And regardless of your own skill set you 

can certainly have a good time judging and cri-

tiquing every one elseôs. From a participantôs 

point of view itôs better than Oshkosh at testing 

your mettle. If there ever was a place that got 

you thinking about how the NTSB report was 

going to read, this is it. And thatôs a GOOD 

thing. From ten miles out to engine shut down 

itôs all YOU and your ability to see and avoid, 

same goes for engine start out to ten miles 

gone. That place is testament to how uncon-

trolled air space works and allows several hun-

dred aircraft and their pilots to converge in a 

short period of time, enjoy themselves and be 

able to go on and tell others of the experience. 

Yeah there were some frazzled nerves, short 

fuses and a little uncertainty, I know ócause I 

heard it in some of the radio transmissions, but 

thatôs going to happen when you get that many 

people in one place and throw in some avia-

tion. Good job and thanks to Dave and Marcia, 

I hope youôre able to continue in similar fash-

ion for years to come. 

 

 On a different note, Mr. & Mrs. Phil-

lips have offered the use of their hanger at 07f 

for use as a Christmas party venue instead of 

the Gilmer terminal building, I would like to 

hear some opinions either way. So be aware 

that Iôll be asking in the near future. Also, I 

believe this letter will be out before the Nov. 

meeting so remember the meeting will be at 

the Letourneau building at the Gregg County 

Airport (FAA seminar). No Guadeloupeôs be-

forehand. If the letter gets to you after the 

Nov. meeting then please disregard this para-

graph. 

 

Letôs go fly somewhereééé14 
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The Eagleôs Nest 
By: Bill Vawter 

Young Eagle Coordinator 

 

 Well, this year is fast coming to an end, 

and what a year it has been for the chapter in-

volving flying the Young Eagles. If memory 

serves me right, but I cannot remember as many 

as we have so far this year since 2000. Right 

now we stand at 155 and we still have Gilmer 

on 11/7 and the wrap up here at Holly Lake In-

ternational the first Saturday in December. I 

look for us to break 200 this year. 

 

 I want to let you guys know that I really 

appreciate very much the time and expense that 

you are putting into this venture. It makes my 

ñjobò as coordinator a lot more fun to know that 

you are standing behind me when I schedule 

these flights. I really enjoy meeting with these 

groups and talking with them about aviation. 

Most of the groups lately have been Boy 

Scouts and it has been some time since we 

have had this much scout activity. 

 

 The last group of scouts that we flew at 

Gladewater was from Tyler. This was on 17 

October and we flew 14 plus the scout master. 

Bart Robinett,, Bob Tippens and Steve 

Garrett were the privileged pilots for this oc-

casion. Roger showed up, but his plane pulled 

a Taz and didnôt want to fly, so he had to bow 

out. YES, TAZ MADE IT AND FLEW. In 

fact, I have pictures of this. Thanks guys. 

 

 A little FYI. Harrison Ford has re-

signed his position with the Young Eagles. He 

has assumed a position promoting general 

aviation but will continue to promote the 

Young Eagle program. The pilots, Sully Sul-

lenberger and Jeffrey Skiles, who crewed the 

US Airways flight that landed in the Hudson 

River, will assume the duties as co-chairmen 

of the Young Eagle program. Therefore, all 

new forms will be coming out in the near fu-

ture but we will continue to use the present 

forms until I receive the new forms. 

 

 For those of you that use a Phillips fuel 

card, Phillips is giving a $2.00 per gallon re-

fund to all pilots flying Young Eagles. This 

will continue thru December. Phillips also 

continues to give a $1.00 per gallon rebate 

year round for Young Eagle flights. You can 

get this info on the Young Eagle web site. 


