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Gladewater Airport Terminal  

 
Meet at Guadalupeôs at 5:30 pm for dinner  

The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 
Suffering from a bad case of writerôs blocké   

 

First, let me say I think we had a great turn out for the Ladies 

Dinner the other night and I think I could get used to that cater-

ing business. Thanks to Robert Caldwell and Al Heinol for 

their efforts. Hope we can make use of the old terminal again. As 

I said at the top of this page, writers block has set in so Iôll bore 

you with the details of my last flight. 

  

A trip to Lafayette, for business, but flying just the same. Iôm not 

one to let business ruin a good flight. I had all the details worked 

out to go IFR because of an early morning ceiling. I planned and 

filed for 7000 feet and had the airplane out, fixinô to call for a 

clearance. I called for an updated briefing instead. The sky was 

looking rather ominous to the west and thunder was rumbling in 

the distance. The briefer seemed quite proud to be the first one to 

announce a brand new convective sigmet right over the top of 

Gregg county, but he also said the skies were clear at the state 

line and most of Louisiana. Embedded storms were ample reason 

to give up the IFR aspirations, we got the engine started made 

quick work of the run up and to the east we went, flight follow-

ing in visual conditions, the better option. The rest of the trip 

down was uneventful except for the Polk Approach Controller 

who let me get within 5 miles of my turn (I was going around the 

MOA and Restricted areas to his south and south west) when he 

said ñIôm sorry I didnôt notice you were going to LFT, the MOA 

and Restricted areas are cold this morning you can turn now if 

youôd likeò. Itôs not so much the late turn, ah never mind. The 

trip back in the real convection is where the fun begins. Iôm now 

north of the same controllers space and within 30 miles of the 

state line about to enter a rather black cloud. Iôm thinking I have-

nôt heard from this guy in a while, I need to turn soon so Iôll 

check in. Polk assures me Iôm not forgotten but, in the same 

breathe tells me to contact Shreveport. Iôve got a Nexrad screen 

to entertain myself with and you donôt have to know much about 

it to see Iôm not going to be the only one asking for a deviation. 

Radio chatter was such that he was going to have to call me 

ócause it was time to turn. Sure enough when he saw my blip 

headed west he called to ask if I was listening and then if I had 

changed the destination. I apologized for not being able to get 

the mic keyed sooner and then told him it was a required weather 

deviation Iôll turn back to the north when able. That kept him 

quiet for about 5 minutes. The next communication was to get 

me to turn north as there was significant precipitation between 

my eleven and one oôclock. From where I sat the significant pre-

cip was still to my north in the form of that cloud I had turned to 

miss a few mins earlier.  I politely replied ñunableò, and said 

the present course was much more favorable at this time. You 

have to liken this adventure to driving through some big city 

downtown streets looking up at all the skyscrapers around 

you and marveling at the size. Well sure enough that street I 

was on was a dead end into one of those buildings a few mins 

later so to the north we went. That Nexrad screen was depict-

ing a line moving south crossing my direction of travel and 

there were some breaks but the haze and the timing issue with 

the display of information didnôt offer up the confidence I 

needed make another turn west.   

  

Enter Shreveport Approach... He says ñ 55 Uniform there is a 

break in the activity to the west, I suggest a left turn to 270 

and I suggest you do it NOW! the gap is only 5 miles wide, 

good luck, contact Longview Approach 133.1, Goodayò.  He 

obviously didnôt need or want a response from me ócause just 

that quick he was telling the next guy where to go, so being 

the obedient pilot I had just become, I turned left and started 

a 2000 foot descent, was able to slip under while watching a 

really nice light show to my left. The ride up to this point was 

benign, smooth and scenic... I had managed to stay VFR... 

contacted Longview Approach and thought I was home free.  

Not so quick, over Kilgore I quiz Approach about some 

weather I see both out the window and on the Nexrad. Not to 

worry he says ñthereôs some development north of the Glade-

water airport but your path is clear, radar service terminated, 

squawk VFR, frequency change approvedò. Iôm about to cor-

rect his error because I canôt see Gladewater or the airport 

when suddenly, Iôm IFR in IMC and the rain is deafening, 

those bugs stuck to the leading edge and that dust didnôt stand 

a chance. Iôm thinking Iôm going to need one of those pop up 

clearances and about to ask for one when I make out the run-

way about to pass underneath, a quick circling approach and 

refueling can wait ótil the rain quits. 

 

Itôs not so muché.aaAAHH! never mind. At least I got to 

fly.   

 

Anyone want to go fly somewhere?............16 



2 

 

The Eagleôs Nest 
By: Bill Vawter 

Young Eagle Coordinator 

 
I had forgotten about time until I received the e mail in regards 

to photos of the Ladies Night Out. It was then that I remem-

bered that I hadnôt written this article. Reckon that goes with 

old age. 

 

This is actually the second time around for this because I lost 

the first one in the electronic jungle. I was downloading some 

upgrades and when they finished, naturally the computer shut 

down and left me hanging, even after it asked if I wanted to 

save the document. I am still having a time with this Vista pro-

gram. 

 

The chapter has had a bumper crop of Young Eagles thus far 

this year. We have exceeded our goal that I had set and we 

have four more scheduled flights to go. It seems that I am re-

ceiving calls more often in regards to the Young Eagle pro-

gram. It makes me feel good knowing that there are still kids 

out there interested in aviation and they are asking us to be a 

part of it. I am glad that I belong to an EAA chapter that still 

takes an active role in introducing aviation to kids. 

 

As you know, kids today do not have the 

advantage of visiting airports as most of us 

did when we were their age. I know, there 

are still a few airports around that kids can 

visit, but as a rule, they donôt feel wel-

come. How many of you guys with planes 

take time to show a kid around your plane 

when you happen to be at the airport and 

one comes around? Take a little time and 

show them around and if possible offer 

them a ride. Unfortunately, this applies to 

us also. It is getting to the point that even 

we, as pilots, cannot hanger visit at some 

of the airports that we may fly into. 

 

Our next scheduled flight will be on 26 September at Gladewater. 

This will be a group of Boy Scouts who are planning on camping 

out at the airport. Since this is our pancake breakfast, I feel that 

they will partake of it. I will know more after meeting with them 

and will let our chefs know. There should be over 20 in this 

group, so I will need as many pilots as I can get. At this time I 

have the following that have signed up: Bob Tippens, Gene 

Humphrey, Greg Dohrer and myself with Bart Robinett as a 

possible. Flight time around 0900. 

 

This is where you members that do not fly can get a chance to get 

involved. Since most of the chefs are fliers, this will give you a 

chance to bone up on your culinary skills and relieve them for 

flying. If you havenôt participated in these events, come on out 

and enjoy the fun. 

 

The next flight will again be a t Gladewater on 17 October, again 

involving Boy Scouts. Since this is the Reklaw work weekend, 

we will start flying ASAP. This will  give us a chance to get them 

flown and still get down to Reklaw to do some work. I need to 

know who will be flying. 

 

The next scheduled date is 7 November at Gilmer. This will be a 

walk on schedule as we did at Mt. Pleasant. We will have a tent/

shelter set up for the scheduling as well as an information center 

for the EAA/YE programs. Again, I need names of you who will 

be flying. 

 

The last scheduled flight will be here at Holly 

Lake International on 5 December. It will be 

same routine as always with one exception. 

We will not operate out of the facilities at the 

west end as we had previously, but out of my 

hanger. There will be ample parking for the 

planes so it should be problem for us. That 

hanger has been sold so I do not feel at ease 

in using the area around it. As always, after 

the flying there will be food, so bring your 

spouses along and let them visit. I know they 

are good at that as they showed us at the La-

dies Night Out  Q 

Young Eagle Coordinators at the 
Workshop ðAirVenture 2009  

Bill Vawter 
Harrison Ford 

Photo: EAA Young Eagles Newsletter 
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By Jerry Gardner 

 

There was an interesting article in the AOPA Pilot magazine for September.  After reading it, it gives hope 

for pilots that are still using 100LL fuel for their aircraft, which is still most of us.  We all have been hear-

ing about the discontinuing of 100LL because of the lead and how it is bad for the environment.   For more 

than 5 years, Swift Enterprises, a small start up firm founded by Purdue University professor John Rusek 

and largely staffed by Purdue graduates have designed and produced a replacement fuel for 100LL.  It is 

being tested by Continental Motor, Beechcraft and also by GAMI Inc.  It is a sorghum based fuel that takes 

less effort make and is cheaper to produce than 100LL.  According to the article, it is very promising and 

Swift says it will be another 5 years before it will be seen on the aviation consumer market.   

  

In this article they tested it in an RV-3 with a 0-320 Ly-

coming engine.  It performed just like 100LL on a 450 

nm trip.  The pilot goes into detail with CHT and EGT 

temps, and tells about his climb out and cruise perform-

ance.  It sounds very promising to me and I hope to see it 

on the market.  See the article on page 81 of the Septem-

ber issue of AOPA Pilot magazine. It is very interesting 

reading.  

 

 

 

Ken Andrews to Receive Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award 
Editor 

 

On Thursday, September 24, Ken Andrews will be awarded the Wright Broth-

ers Master Pilot Award.  This award recognizes pilots who have demonstrated 

professionalism, skill and expertise by maintaining safe operations for 50 years 

or more in aviation with no accidents, incidents, or violations. Recipients are 

awarded a certificate and a lapel pin and are recognized in the Wright Brothers 

Master Pilot  Award -  Roll of Honor located online at FAASafety.gov. Ken is 

a long time member of our own EAA Chapter 972 and is currently serving as 

Vice President.  He is a veteran of 20 years of service in the United States Air 

Force where he piloted aircraft such as the B-47 Stratojet.   

 

Currently Ken lists his occupation as retired, but he is a very active CFII in SE and MEL aircraft.  He owns 

a Piper PA28-140 and participates in EAAôs Young Eagle program and is listed on the EAA Young Eagles 

logbook as having flown 107 young aviators into kid-friendly skies.   

 

Most of us pilots in Chapter 972 have experienced Kenôs expertise in one way or another in his role as CFI.  

I for one really appreciate his abilities and experience.  He always has a story to tell and most often those 

stories will have a lesson to learn.  Quite often his stories are laced with his great sense of humoré some-

times the kind of humor that pilots understand best.  So, Ken, congratulations on a job well done.  Donôt 

stop nowé. there are many yet to experience the thrill of flight, and as once was said: 

 

 é. Nobody who has not been up in the sky on a glorious morning can possibly 

  imagine the way a pilot feels in free heaven 

 

      William T. Piper 

Photo: R. Caldwell 

File Photo 
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Coming Aviation Events 

  

 Sept. 11-12 Surf & Turf Fly -In      Sulphur Springs, TX 

 Sept. 12  Fajita Fly -In       Lufkin, TX    

 Sept. 19  Ride, Drive, Fly-In      Palestine, TX 

 Sept. 26 Chapter 972 Pancake Breakfast  Gladewater, TX 

 Sept. 26  Hilltop Lakes Annual Fly -In     Hilltop Lakes, TX  

 Oct. 2ï 3 Flights of Our Fathers Fly-In     Terrell, TX  

 Oct. 17  Chapter 1246 Chili Cook Off    McKinney, TX  

 Oct. 23-25 Flying M RanchðReklaw Fly-In  Reklaw, TX 

 Nov. 7 Flight of the Phoenix Fly-In   Gilmer, TX  

  

  

Check out: EAAôs Calendar of Events at: 

www.eaa.org/calendar/ 

A Pictorial Review of the Fun and Festive Dinner in the Lobby of the Old  

Terminal at Tyler Pounds Airport ðJust outside of the Historic Aviation  

Memorial Museum 

Photos: B. Robinett 


