
  

 

 

 

EAA Chapter 972 
        ñPiney Woods Chapter of East Texasò 

August 2009           

Thursday, August 13, 6:30 pm 

Gladewater Airport Terminal  

 

Meet at Guadalupeôs at 5:30 pm for 

dinner and a beverage 

The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

Whatôs not to like? 

 

The planning, the preparation, the trip (finally got my 

picture in the Monroe City album, think Iôm going to 

be right next to Jerry, thatôs special cause everyone in 

the room remembered Jerry), the NOTAM, wonder-

ing how the NTSB report will read ooops! scratch that 

one, the DOT landing, will there be a gopher hole in 

the grass, just how far out in the boonies will we have 

to go and then, the silence.  Well almost, some guy is 

screaming in my face ñbe sure to turn off the mags 

and the master, tie it before you leave it, welcome to 

Oshkoshò. Truth be told, when so many aircraft are 

being assembled on so little real estate it never really 

gets quiet, but I digress. The tent, air mattress, porta 

potties, getting the shower schedule figured out, water 

in the tent, water in the sleeping bag, water in the 

clothes bag, is anything still dry? Suffice to say itôs a 

good thing the airplane cover hadnôt been pulled out 

yet. 

 

When it was all done it was another great trip to avia-

tion Mecca. I thought the 972 was very well repre-

sented and Iôm sure I didnôt see everyone. We en-

joyed the displays, the forums, the new ideas that 

seem to abound at this event, other peopleôs creativ-

ity. 

 

There were some lessons learned during this trip, or 

maybe relearned lessons that had started to fade that 

Iôll make note of here, 

 

1. When thereôs a lot of stuff in the back seat and 

baggage area, the required back pressure on 

the runway is reduced accordingly. 

2. Slow flight in a Mooney is still a lot faster 

than a Cardinal following two Cubs. We 

both had to break out over Fisk, (me and 

the cardinal that is, was that you Roger?) 

and go back toward Ripon to start over. 

3. Just cuz the tower sez ñMooney start your 

baseò and then says it again, doesnôt mean 

you have the proper skills to engage in 

close wingtip formation flight with the guy 

in front of you that started his base a few 

seconds earlier. That in trail spacing got 

you to this point stay with it. 

4. I donôt think you can fly both ways without 

encountering weather somewhere, and this 

trip was no exception, the Nexrad display, 

800wx brief, cooperative center controllers, 

and thanks to Ken, an instrument ticket 

came in handy both ways this year. 

5. Then last, but by no means least, if youôre 

going to leave your tent for any period of 

time and thereôs dark skies and a real poten-

tial for rain and strong winds, be sure some-

one secures the DOOR on the tent! 

Letôs go fly something somewhere!    17 
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The Eagleôs Nest 
By: Bill Vawter 

Young Eagle Coordinator 

 
Our editor has asked for articles relating to the experi-
ences that each of us had relating to 
their 2009 migration to Oshkosh, so 
here is mine.  
 
Robert Caldwell and I departed Holly 
Lake International at 0630 on Thurs-
day morning bound for Brodhead, WI. 
As you perhaps know, this is the 
home for the Pietenpolôs and since 
Robert is building one, he had a de-
sire to migrate there and get a chance 
to see what they were about and if 
possible, catch a ride in one. Which 
he did. 
 
I have been to Oshkosh before, but 
never before have I had such an exciting time as this 
one. First, when we reached Brodhead, the evening meal 
was really good. BBQ pork, Their breakfast consisted of 
pancakes and scrambled eggs. This was after they 
learned to cook the pancakes. I think they wasted more 
than they cooked. Those were the only good meals there, 
since for the Friday evening meal consisted of boiled fish. 
I guess we were lucky, because our money was no good. 
You had to pre-purchase a ticket in order to partake of 
this magnificent meal. Our dinner that night consisted of 
energy bars. 
 
My other episode there involved my tent. My daughter 
had given me a tent for my birthday. After setting it up 
and stuffing my air mattress in it and inflating it, I realized 
that I was in deep doodoo. It was a junior tent, and after 
the mattress was inflated, the tent was bulging along the 
sides. I really slept good that night. My feet were trying to 
punch out the sides of the tent. 

 
The next day, Friday, my son came out to visit me and I 
had him take me to the closest Walmart so I could pur-
chase a tent that I could fit in. That night there was a big 
storm south of us and even though we were backed up to a 
tree line, the force of the wind was such that I thought the 
tent was going to blow away, even with me in it. 

 
After we arrived at Oshkosh, I have never 
been hotter, wetter and colder than it was 
this time. SO MUCH FOR AL GORE'S 
GLOBAL WARMING.  I had not seen it 
like this before. Wake up in the morning 
with damp clothes and condensation drip-
ping on you. Ahhhhhh camping, so much 
enjoyment, especially when one has to 
get up during the night to visit the out-
houses and it is so cold that you just want 
to lay there and suffer as long as you can. 
 
Over all, I went there for a reason, and 
that was to sit in on some of the seminars 
and work shops that were scheduled. I 

participated in the Young Eagle workshop and picked up on 
a few pointers. We are doing some things that other chap-
ters are not doing, which I think are better. Harrison Ford 
was there and we had a group shot with him. When I told 
Nancy and Denney Renwick about this, Nancy wanted to 
touch me, but I told her that she could kiss me, but she de-
clined. Don't know why. 
 
I also worked as a volunteer with the Young Eagles working 
the Green Machines. I spent two 4 hour shifts riding around 
in a 4 wheeler passing out Y. E. literature to pilots. You 
would be surprised at the people that one meets doing this. 
 
All in all, the trip was an experience. I enjoyed it, but came 
back tired, hungry and cold. After taking a GOOD hot 
shower and feeding my belly I felt like I would live. The trip 
in the Stinson was good. She plodded along just like the big 

bird she is. Thanks Robert for the trip  Q 

Bill Vawter and the Editor at the Young Eagles 
Awards Dinner  

Harrison Ford speaks at the Young 
Eagles Awards Dinner  
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By Jerry Gardner 

 

On July 25th, Saturday at 5:30 a.m., I departed 07F for OSH, 

with Dwight Parsley, who went with me to AirVenture back in 

ô07.  The night sky and the sunrise, in about 45 minutes, was 

beautiful.  The further north we got the dark ominous sky in 

front of us spelled trouble.  I talked to flight watch and Kansas 

City center and they did an excellent job of taking me west 

around this heavy WX which only delayed our arrival to K52, 

Monroe City, MO, by 35 minutes.  After fueling we headed for OSH.   We wanted to arrive before the Bonan-

zas formation flight into OSH at 1 p.m.  The winds were terrible, 240 @15 gusting to 24, at OSH and they 

were using 27 and 36(?) for landing.  However, they kept closing 36 and 27 for a few minutes each and than 

reopen as we approached.  We discovered that this was to clear the runways of bent airplanes that could not 

handle the winds.  We landed without problem on 27 and taxied to our camping area in the Vintage Camping 

Area.  After tying down we watched the airplanes landing and saw four incidents on 36 landing in the strong 

gusting crosswind.  We saw a large biplane ground loop as well as an RV, Pietenpol and another RV.  Just mi-

nor damage on all and no one was injured but their pride.  We did see a lot of the Bonanzas landing in forma-

tion almost ground looped, I am sure they had to change pants after landing. 

 

The week was wonderful.  Highlights were the arrival and two flights of the White Knight 2, arrival of the Air-

bus A380, an F-16 Thunderbird arrived on Sunday evening in the rain (he departed Monday at 2:30), we 

watched the Pitcairn Autogyro fly two evenings, the 1934 British Comet fly one evening and the heritage 

flights of an A-10 with a P-51, P-38 and F-86 during the air shows.  It did rain every day except for a couple 

days.  I did camp dry and it was great with highs in the 70ôs and lows in the 50ôs.  I had nothing planned all 

week so I just roamed and looked at everything.   I was camping with my friends with Tri-Pacers from Ne-

braska and the panhandle of Texas.  We have camped together for 5 years.  We did attend the Vintage Aircraft 

picnic Wednesday night and also checked out the Beer Garden with Robert Caldwell and Bill Vawter with 

my group that I was camping with.  It turned out that we were camping near Bill and Robert and Garnet 

McClure , all within a few rows from one another.  I did run into Nancy Renwick, Peter Foos, and several 

other locals and friends from the DFW area.  This is what makes the AirVenture experience so good.  

 

We had planned to leave on Thursday the 30th but the WX in Texas and Arkansas was too bad to make it back.  

So we waited around until Friday which was a good decision, the WX back was great.  We stopped again to 

buy fuel and say Hi to the nice ladies at K52.  While there we must have had a dozen more planes come in in-

cluding several from TYR.  We arrived 

back in the heat of Texas at 07F by 3 p.m.   

Welcome home. 

 
 

 

White Knight 2 taxis into Aeroshell Square  

Airbus A380 performs flyby runway 36  
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Coming Aviation Events 

  

 Aug. 29  Tex-Mex Fly-In (1100 - 1400)    Denton, TX 

 

 Sept. 12  Fajita Fly -In  (1000 - 1400)    Lufkin, TX    

    Angelina County Airport,  

    Great food, great hanger flying, discount fuel, come join the fun in East Texas  

     

 Oct. 2ï 3 Flights of Our Fathers Fly-In     Terrell, TX  

  

 3rd. Saturday Breakfast CAP  Tyler (TYR) 

 4th. Saturday  fly-in Lunch Leesville, LA. (L39) 

 4th. Saturday  Fly-in Lunch Shreveport  (DTN) 

 

Check out: EAAôs Calendar of Events at: 

www.eaa.org/calendar/ 


