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Meet at Guadalupeôs at 5:30 pm 

for dinner  

The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

 Here we are again, that time of the year, anticipation 

running rampant, OSHKOSH! 

 If youôre planning to go, want to plan to go, ever 

planned to go, you know what I mean. 

 Weôre going to camp this year, never done it and itôs 

been more than 25 years since I camped anywhere. 

 As I put the list of things together that I think Iôll 

need, the concern of physical space looms larger than the 

weight of it all. So much stuff, so little space, (goodnuff rea-

son for a larger bird, donôt ya think?) my only hope is that 

the forgotten items donôt cost too much and are readily avail-

able when we get there. I asked for and received a copy of 

the NOTAM, read it, understand it and didnôt see many 

changes to it from last year. I think this will be a topic for the 

next meeting, if you are flying up please have at least a cur-

sory knowledge of the procedures or more important bring 

up any changes you may have spotted from years past. 

Thanks to Mr. Andrews I did take the time to read the IFR 

procedures this year, never had a need to do that before. 

Time slot reservations would be a ñgottcha!ò problem if you 

didnôt become familiar with the ways of the instrument 

minded. Likewise, for the aircraft campers, Iôll have an ear 

tuned for ideas from those whoôve done it before. 

 Other news, there is no news from the 07F advisory 

board, we failed to produce a quorum for the last meeting. 

The next attempt will be in July, 1st Tuesday. 

 Thank you to all who participated in the last feed 

event, we had a great turnout and the receipts indicated a fair 

crop of grazers as well. The cost of doing business, breakfast 

vs. lunch, might be worth consideration before next fall when 

the switch is to be made again, anyone ever heard of break-

fast gumbo?, Bill?, food for thought. 

 

Letôs go fly something somewhere!    18 
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The Eagleôs Nest 
By: Bill Vawter  

Young Eagle Coordinator 

 

Well EAA 972 is on the roll this year. Here it 

is just June and we have already reached our goal of 

100 with our last flight at Gladewater on 20 June, 

and we have one more scheduled 

flight in December. This has al-

ways been our catch up flight 

since we have always dragged 

behind, and usually it was due to 

the weather. 

I know that we have had 

to cancel some flights this year 

due to the weather and these 

were some good numbers if we 

could have gotten them in. Any-

way, we flew 14 at Gladewater 

on the 20th. I know that some 

could not make it due to the ceil-

ing, but Humphrey, Garrett and 

Gardner came through. 

This group was the aviation class from the 

Discovery Science Center that I taught this year and 

this group was the largest turnout from any class that 

I have had so far and from what was told me, they 

will be back next year. They all really enjoyed the 

flights. 

Steve Garrett really made the day with his 

Cub for two of the students. I have received emails 

from their parents telling me that the kids havenôt 

stopped talking about their flights with him. I person-

ally think that he more exemplifies what introduction 

to flying is about. Flying around low and slow, with 

the window and door open gives a 

person a better perspective to flight. 

One of the kidsô dad is a pilot for 

South West Airlines and he was 

thrilled that his son got to fly with 

Steve. This was his first flight in a 

small airplane and if I remember 

right, a Cub was the first plane that 

his dad flew in. 

 Two of us reached the cen-

tury mark this year flying Young 

Eagles. Ken Andrews and my self 

exceeded the 100 Y. E. flown and 

we are waiting for our shirts to 

come in. Bob Tippens had planned 

on reaching his 100 at Gladewater on the 20th, but he 

got weathered in and couldnôt make it. He needs 6 

more to get his100. 

Again, I want to thank all of you who are ac-

tive in the Young Eagle program and helping support 

it. These kids all enjoy this privilege. I know that they 

sometimes donôt convey this, but I think that all one 

has to do is listen to them and look at them when you 

return to the field.     

Anyway, I will see yôall at Guadas next meet-

ing night.    Q 

Pilots:  

Jerry Gardner  

Gene Humphrey 

Steve Garrett 
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Museum Open House for New Diana ISD 5th Grade 
By: Steve Dean 

President/CEO 

Flight of the Phoenix Museum 

 

 On Thursday June 4th, for the third successive year. New Diana, TX ISD 5th grade teachers brought 

their classes to Fox Stephens Field in Gilmer for an educational field trip to the Flight of the Phoenix Aviation 

Museum. 

 Steve Dean welcomed the students and gave an introduction to aviation briefing.  The classes had a 

wonderful visit at the airport, getting a first-hand look at several unique aircraft.  The 75 5th graders divided up 

into three groups and local pilot volunteers gave individual briefings for the specific aircraft.  Anson Young 

hosted the T-6 Texan, Jesse Walker, the Cessna 150 Trainer, Jerry Forcher the Cessna 0-2 FAC, Dr. Larry 

Jack Richardson the Cessna L-19 Birddog FAC, and Jesse Loffer the GlasAir IV decorated in USAF Thun-

derbird livery.  The three military vehicles in the museum motor pool served as a backdrop to the ñClass 

Photoò. 

 The kids were thrilled when Ms. Becky Rice, the teacher who organized the outing, took a high-speed 

demonstration flight with Jesse Loffer, flying over the field numerous times at speeds in excess of 250 mph. 
Q 
 

 


