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Gladewater Airport Terminal  

Meet at Guadalupeôs at 5:30 pm 

for dinner  

The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

 Another month gone and some sure ónuff fun and interesting aviating for some of us. If my dates 

are correct weôve flown the eagles twice since my last prose and it appears as though the word is out. Just 

this last month we netted about 70 rides or opportunities to get the experience of flight spread amongst the 

unknowing.  GOOD JOB!!! Bill. 

 As for me, I designated a day last month and took to the skies. I took a fledgling pilot and intro-

duced him to grass strip fun at Gastonôs in north Ark. (3M0). That strip is a little rougher than I remember 

from last year but it doesnôt take much of a hole to get a Mooney bouncing. If you havenôt been, go! If you 

have been, go back. It is surely a nice place to see and the natives are friendly too.    

 Under the heading of unfinished business, we didnôt accomplish the Gumbo feed last month. A 

combination of low ceilings and the uncertainty of member participation at cook time netted a decision to 

call it off. I will address the plan for improving the process at a later time, however, we do have all the 

fixinôs for some fine gumbo in the freezer and, in an effort to prevent freezer burn, it would be a good idea 

to put the stuff to use before next fall (our next scheduled gumbo event).  

 It is my desire, and that of some of our membership, to try to get some interaction between other  

local chapters and ourselves.  

 Whether it be a fly in, here or there, maybe a combined meeting (this may require a date change for 

both groups), here or there, or whatever other ideas the rank and file comes up with, the gumbo can be pre-

pared as the meal before, during or after the event. Think about it. In the mean time,  

 

Letôs go fly somewhere!      18 Q 

 

ñOur Pres in  

Actionò 
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The Eagleôs Nest 
By: Bill Vawter 

Young Eagle Coordinator 

 

 

 This has started out to be one hectic year for 

the chaptersô Young Eagle program. There have 

been scheduled events, but ole Mother Nature 

thought otherwise about us flying, so had to cancel 

or reschedule. Donôt know if that was a good/bad 

omen or not. Anyway, what ever the reasoning was, 

we have persevered and finally 

got in two very successful 

flights. Our goal for the year was 

100 and we have now flown 84. 

WAY TO GO!!!   
 The first successful flight 

was at Gilmer on 16 May, where 

we were able to fly students from 

the AFROTC unit at Gilmer high 

school and Boy Scouts from the 

Gilmer troop. In all, we flew 41 

that day even though the weather 

looked at times like it didnôt 

want to cooperate. 

 All these kids really ap-

preciated what we did for them and they showed it 

in their actions around the area while awaiting their 

turn to fly. The scout troop was the last to fly and 

when they arrived, they were most courteous by 

grouping together, away from the scheduling table, 

while waiting their turn. I know that we have flown 

kids from one extreme to another and it feels good to 

know that there are still some that know how to be 

considerate of others. 

 On 25 May, Memorial Day, we were privi-

leged in having our flight at the Mt. Pleasant fly in. 

This was the first time that there had been a Young 

Eagle participation at this function and there was some 

concern as to how it would go over. Another concern 

too was weather.  It turned out to be another success-

ful day for the chapter. We were able to fly 31 and 

could have gone more if we wanted to fly some of the 

kids again. Six of us showed up:  Caldwell, Gardner, 

Garrett, MacClements, McClure and myself. Ken An-

drews escorted MacClements so he would not get lost. 

Our scheduling clerks were the presidentôs wife; 

Melinda and my wife, Erma. I sure 

do want to thank both of them for 

what they are doing at these and 

other events to help make the chap-

ter more successful, so THANKS 

GALS!!!!!!!  

 I called the airport manager 

today, 5/26, and thanked him for 

inviting us up and informed him of 

the total flown. He wanted me to 

pass on his thanks for our coopera-

tion and wants us to return next 

year. This was the first Young Ea-

gle flight such as this at Mt. Pleas-

ant, and there were a lot of com-

ments from the public about our 

participation. The only concern that I think any of us 

had was with the winds. We had just about a 90 degree 

crosswind with gusts up to14 knots. I was talking with 

MacClements and he brought up the trouble that he 

had with one of his takeoffs and I told him  that the 

same thing had happened to me. The wind caught us 

and I was actually going side ways while still on the 

runway. The same happened to him. It really made it 

interesting to say the least.   Q 

 

Gilmer Boy Scouts  

And Pilots 


