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Gladewater Airport Terminal  

Meet at Guadalupeôs at 5:30 pm 

for dinner  

The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

Just some tidbits, as I have no congealed thought 

process to work with for this column. 

 

I got word the other day that a young man, who got 

his first ñsmall airplaneò ride from me about 2 years 

ago, has entered the aviation program at LET this 

year. His father, whom I hadnôt seen since that day, 

mentioned it to me because he holds me partly re-

sponsible for all the financial woes that the endeavor 

has brought on the family. Iôm not totally at fault 

though, as the lad had always wanted to aviate, he 

had just never had the opportunity to sit at the con-

trols and manipulate the bird, as he got the chance to 

do that day. The experience reinforced the desire. In 

my short 5 years of aviating, he is but the second 

young person that was so enamored with the act of 

ñcausing to aviateò, that he enrolled in the a disci-

pline that will help to insure aviation, mainly GA, for 

at least a few more years,  itôs  a thrill for me. 

 

New stuff at 07f, perhaps if youôve been on the field 

of late youôve noticed the new hangers on the new 

taxi way. These structures will be hence forth known 

as the ñseedò hangers and will hopefully serve the 

same purpose the ñseedò Mooneys on the ramp. As a 

member of the Airport Advisory Board, I was asked, 

along with the other six members, to attend a special 

City council meeting the other night to show our sup-

port and desire to finish the expansion project. The 

recent changes in government funding has stimulated 

the City council into accepting a five percent match 

deal instead of the usual ten. So, the already studied, 

surveyed and engineered second phase of the Airport 

expansion project (read hanger spaces galore) will 

only cost the budget about $15K. If you or any of 

your thirty closest friends ever had a thought to build 

an airplane hanger, opportunity is beating down your 

door now. (Still trying to finagle a terminal building) 

 

And finally, I had the opportunity to fly with my in-

strument instructor the other day to do some brush up 

work on the six month old rating and realized I 

should probably do more to support his family in the 

future. I say that to make the point that if you arenôt 

using an aspect, any aspect, of your privilege enough 

to keep it sharp and ready to use ie: emergencies, 

night flying, unusual attitudes, approaches or avion-

ics, donôt wait on the BFR to get it right. Use an in-

struction flight as a reason to fly if you need one, 

once a month, two months, six but certainly no more 

than a year, use it to help stay comfortable just like 

you do with the bounce and jerk, I mean, touch and 

go, it just slipped out. Itôs only my opinion. 

 

Robert, I added as many words as I could, if you 

need to fill more space, increase the font. 

 

Letôs go fly somewhere, something, anybody hun-

gry?   19     Q 
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The Eagleôs Nest 
By: Bill Vawter 

Young Eagle Coordinator 

 

 

I figured that I should get off the stick and get this 

out before our esteemed editor does it for me. Then 

too, it may have been better if I had passed on this 

and let him do it. 

 

We are gearing up for two, I hope, great Young Ea-

gle flights. One is at Gilmer on 16 May and the other 

at Mt. Pleasant on 25 May which happens to be Me-

morial Day as well as a fly in day for them. 

 

I have been in contact with Steve Dean at Gilmer 

and we have made a decision as to where we will set 

up operations for the Young Eagle flights. I had ex-

plained to him that we needed a safe place to operate 

from, away from the crowd. The decision was that 

we would park along the west side of the ramp where 

the T-6s normally parked at the other events. This 

area will be separated from the rest of the ramp by 

barricades and the only access would be thru the 

hanger located on the SW corner of the ramp. 

 

This hanger will also be the one that the EAA display 

and Young Eagle sign up table will be located in. My 

wife, Erma, will head up the display/scheduling for 

the event and if anyone is available to help her, she 

would be most grateful for the help and company. As 

usual, the pilots will meet their passengers at the 

scheduling desk and escort them out to the planes 

and upon return, return to the desk for the paperwork. 

 

Since the event is to start at 0900, we may have pas-

sengers that early and ready to go. My plans are that 

we depart on the hour by picking up the kids early 

enough so that we can make that schedule. I know, 

that can be a pipe dream, however I think this would 

be better than picking up the kids at different times 

and trying to land/depart with others in the pattern. 

We can discuss this at the next meeting. Steve will 

also have his fuel at 2.75 per gal. at the self serve 

pump. 

 

In talking with Paul at Mt. Pleasant, who is the air-

port manager, we may not have as much activity as 

we will at Gilmer since he will not be advertising like 

Steve is at Gilmer. I will be meeting with Paul to dis-

cuss parking arrangements for the Y. E. aircraft this 

next week and will have the information available at 

the next meeting. I know he is expecting a lot of 

flight activity as they always have and if any of you 

have been there you can understand why. 

 

There has been a change in the Young Eagle point 

certificates for this year. As all of you know, they 

have been issued to each pilot flying 10+ kids worth 

$1.00 for each flown. This year they decided to issue 

a certificate showing the total amount of dollars the 

chapter accumulated thru these flights and also raised 

the dollar amount from $1.00 to $5.00. The chapter 

this year accumulated $515.00. 

 

This money can be used by the chapter three ways: 

(1) full tuition for a youngster wishing to attend the 

summer camp at Oshkosh. (2) Can be used by the 

chapter toward paying traveling expenses for a 

youngster attending the camps and (3) can be used by 

the chapter for reimbursement for any expense oc-

curred by the chapter promoting the Young Eagle 

program. These I will explain at the next meeting. 

 

Roger Wieting had approached me earlier regarding 

his son, Jonathan, attending the encampment this 

year. After I received this info from EAA I contacted 

Roger to see if Jonathan was still interested, which he 

was. They got the paperwork off this weekend and 

the Y. E group contacted me today and informed me 

that Jonathan has been accepted for the 15 June 

camp. I made the decision to award the $515.00 to-

ward his tuition expenses with Roger footing the rest. 

 

Following the above flights, the next scheduled 

Young Eagle flight will be the Discovery Science 

group at Gladewater on 20 June and the last sched-

uled one will be at Holly Lake International on 5 De-

cember for our annual cookout. I anticipate more 

flights during the summer from rumors that I am 

picking up, so standby for the call. 

 

Anyway, I sure do appreciated you guys doing these 

flights and I know that the kids do also and I hope to 

see all of you at Guadalupeôs   Q 

 

Editorôs Note: 

Steve Dean has cancelled the fly-in on May 16, but 

the YE flights will go on as scheduled.  If you have 

questions, please contact Bill Vawter at 

bvawt@etex.net 
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Recent Chapter 972 Activities & Memberôs Adventures 

Runway Gumbo, April  25 

The event was a qualified success.  Weather was definitely ñiffyò and 

we debated whether to have gumbo at all.  But cool heads prevailed 

and Garnet lit the flame and his super duper, hot and spicy, (donôt ask 

whatôs in it), gumbo soon followed.  Arnold Phillips stepped up and 

offered his hanger just in case the sky began to fallé so, the gang 

moved in.  The members in attendance and some locals all enjoyed the 

fun and food.  Lots of hanger flying, and heyé thatôs always better 

than no flying at all. 

Thanks, Arnold... 

Texarkana Fly-In, April 4  

The Texarkana Flying Club put on a great day of fun, food, and flying.  EAA 972ôers in attendance were Steve 

Dean, Bob Hammond, and Robert Caldwell.  Steve brought his T-6 and one of his Flight of the Phoenix Es-

cadrille memberôs T-6, and as usual, their arrival and departure were exciting eventsé smoke and all.  An A-

10, an Army Blackhawk helicopter, L-19ôs, a few round engine Biplanes, and flyovers by a B-52 and C-130 

were additional highlights.  Also, the Collings Foundation UH-1 Huey was there giving rides.  Great job, TFC. 


