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The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

Iôve had the opportunity to fly to some interesting 

places and do some interesting flying of late, and this 

monthôs article chronicles one of each. 

 

Place to fly:  Galveston 

 

Melinda and I went down there to have lunch on the 

sea wall and get a first hand view of whatôs left after 

Mother nature renovated the place. The first thing a 

pilot notices is that the airport is in ruin. I filed and 

flew IFR on the way down because of some low 

clouds and all was good until approach handed off to 

the tower. I got no response from my call at the FAF 

and I went back to approach to make them aware, I 

sure didnôt want to land without making contact at a 

towered airport. Well, I guess the phone call must 

have disturbed those nice folks cause when I got 

back on frequency, I had a clearance to land and park 

in just one short sentence. We quizzed the lineman 

that met us in front of the new mobile terminal struc-

ture and learned that the museum had recently re-

opened but he wasnôt sure how many exhibits they 

still had. He told us the city was broke and didnôt 

know when or if the terminal building would be re-

paired. There were six airplanes, one helicopter and 

three empty fuels trucks on the ramp on a Saturday 

afternoon (Nobody flyinô). The Sea wall tour showed 

promise for the coming season, lots of roof repairs 

still being done on a lot of the motels and resorts. 

Some of the fishing piers are gone, lots of souvenir 

shops are open and the beach sand has been pumped 

back into place. Should be a good time for beach lov-

ers and you pilots will have ample room on the ramp. 

 

Thing to fly:  Powered Parachute 

 

I had my first experience in, on, under? a powered 

parachute a couple of weeks ago, and that, my fine 

conventional wing-ed friends, was quite the ride. Iôve 
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told many people Iôm not a fan of jumping out of an 

airplane and building a wing on the way down (flight 

and maybe no wing), but starting a take-off roll with 

an unobstructed view of the sky and building it in 

motion was a real treat (no wing and maybe no 

flight) a better thing in my eyes. My hosting pilot 

friend managed a great initial flight experience, and 

demonstrated its maneuverability with some figure 

eight turns and the effect of the throttle in both climb 

and descent. We were able to get down low enough 

to herd some unsuspecting livestock to the other end 

of a pasture and climb out to miss the approaching 

tree line at the far end. This is the next best thing to a 

helicopter for the financially challenged and is what 

the kids must feel like after their first ride in an air-

plane. Iôll have to get me one of those things some 

day. 

 

Letôs go fly, for the fun of it, or to spread the fun 

around.                           20       Q 

The Eagleôs Nest 
 

By: Editor 

 

 

Bill is out of town this week so I will attempt an up-

date.  To my knowledge, our next planned opportunity  

to fly YE will be May 16 at the Gilmer Airport when 

Steve Deanôs Flight of the Phoenix Museum sponsors  

a fly-in (see Coming Aviation Events, pg. 5). 

 

At our last Gumbo event in March, Bill Vawter and 

Gene Humphrey flew five Young Eagles as a make 

up from previously cancelled flights.   

 

The YE program continues to provide opportunity and 

inspiration to young people in our community, so all 

you 972 pilots should line up for our next flight at Gil-

mer on May 16é youôll be glad you did.        Q 

 

EAA AIRVENTURE 2009 WELCOMES US AIRWAYS FLIGHT 1549 COCKPIT CREW TO OSHKOSH  

Pilots Sullenberger and Skiles to share their story with fellow aviators 

EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wis. - (March 26, 2009) - The cockpit crew from US Airways Flight 1549, in-
volved in one of the most riveting aviation events in recent years, will share their experiences at EAA AirVenture Osh-
kosh 2009, held at Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh on July 27-August 2. 

"These two pilots have told their story to the world since the remarkable events of January 15th, but at EAA AirVenture 
they'll have the opportunity to talk in-person with fellow aviators on how their training, planning and airmanship skills 
were tested," said Tom Poberezny, EAA chairman and president, as well as AirVenture chairman. "There is perhaps no 
place better than Oshkosh where an audience would understand the decision-making process that took place in the 
cockpit that day and learn the lessons from these two pilots' experiences. We eagerly look forward to welcoming them to 
'aviation's family reunion' at Oshkosh this summer." 

Sullenberger and Skiles will be featured in a Theater in the Woods evening program hosted by longtime TV personality 
David Hartman on Friday, July 31, and also at other venues during the week. 

Capt. Sullenberger has nearly 20,000 flight hours 
logged, and began his airline career with PSA Air-
lines in 1980. He also served in the U.S. Air Force, 
attaining the rank of captain, and has been a flight 
instructor, accident investigator and national techni-
cal-committee member during his career. 

Skiles has more than 20,000 flight hours and began 
his career with US Airways in 1986. The Oregon, 
Wis., resident is also a regular AirVenture attendee, 
as he began attending the EAA fly-in convention 
with his parents - who are also pilots - when it was 
in Rockford, Ill., in the 1960s. 

 
Sullenberger Skiles 
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Aircraft for Sale!  
 

Fly Baby, $10,000, or best offer.  For details con-

tact  Jerry Gardner , owner, at 903-530-2172.  See 

picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1961 Piper PA-22 "Super Colt",  150 hp with 

3000 TT and 1000 SMOH..IFR capable. Fresh An-

nual. For additional details contact Arnold Phillips , 

owner, at 903-746-7638 

 

 

(Ads free to members of 972.  Contact the Editor if you 

would like to advertise an item either for sale or wanted) 

 

 
FORMER ALPA PRESIDENT NOMINATED TO 

LEAD FAA  
 

On March 27, President Barack Obama announced his 

intent to nominate J. Randolph (Randy) Babbitt as 

Federal Aviation Administration Ad-

ministrator . Babbitt, currently a con-

sultant at Oliver Wyman, Inc. and for-

mer president of the Air Line Pilots 

Association, must be confirmed by 

the Senate. "We congratulate Randy 

on his nomination. As a member of the FAA Advisory 

Board, his attendance at AirVenture 2006 enhanced 

his awareness of recreational aviation," said Tom Po-

berezny, EAA chairman and president. "EAA and its 

members are excited to learn how he will address such 

critical issues such as air traffic modernization, the 

FAA funding plan, user fees and general aviation 

safety. We look forward to again hosting Randy at 

AirVenture and working with the new administrator 

once confirmed." 

 

   é.EAA e-Hotline 

Recent Chapter 972 Activities  

Runway Gumbo, March 21 

The first 972 event of the year was a rousing success.  As many as 30 airplanes were counted on the 

new ramp at Gladewater Municipal Airport.  The day was a great day for flying and really great for eat-

ing Garnetôs ñfamousò gumbo. A good time was had by all and special thanks to the rest of the gang of 

helpers that made it such a good timeé and a very special thanks to those the pilots and crews that 

winged their way to 07f 

Continued next page... 


