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March 2009          Including most of Northeast Texas 

 Please Note ! 
Our next meeting:   

Thursday, March 12, 2009... 

 
Will be held at the Historic Aviation 

Memorial Museum, in the old Termi-

nal bldg, TYR, at 7:00 PM 

 

We are attending the FAA Wings pro-

gram ñPilot Judgement and Risk Man-

agementò. 

The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 
 

The things you others do when no oneôs watching. 

 

A little twist on last monthôs column. This line of 

thought didnôt start out to be a series or any type of 

play on words. But, Iôve been reading quite a bit 

lately about those folks that would be happy to limit 

kill our freedom of flight. Thatôs not an entirely accu-

rate statement, yet! These people just want to limit 

our access to our airplanes, tell us who we can and 

canôt take with us, what you can and canôt carry with 

you, sound familiar?   hmmmMMMMM?  I know, I 

know itôs only the ones 12500 and heavier currently 

in the cross hairs but you need to think of these 

ñlargeò airplanes as a, foot in the door. You donôt 

need much of a memory to remember what bad press 

can do to hurt aviation in our own backyard. That 

same mentality is alive and well in your favorite 

homeland security agent. The Large Aircraft Security 

Program (LASP) will do no one any good. These 

people think that private aircraft owners or their 

flight crews are going to be or already are a terroris-

tic threat. Itôs unfortunate that this will be published 

after the proposed deadline for public comment, but 

donôt let that stop you, chat this up with your local 

and national law makers, weôre small in number 

therefore we must be loud and persistent. I hope Iôm 

not ringing the first alarm on this, it should serve as a 

reminder that vigilance is required. We need aware-

ness and lots of noise. 

 

I Promise, Iôm really going to try for the lighter side 

next time but Iôve got one more shot to take. 

 

 This goes out to all of my airport dwelling friends, 

who shall remain nameless and any other lucky dog 

with a home on an airport or strip. Do all of the new 

proposed rules and regulations mean that you folks 

will eventually have to endure a security screen every 

time you enter your own home because YOUR air-

plane is in the garage beside your car? Will all your 
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guests have to go through metal detectors or be strip 

searched cause theyôll be inside the ñsecureò area and 

have possible access to YOUR airplane? If you go to 

the airport without a picture ID you have to go home 

and get it, well, if the airport and home are the same 

place it could pose a problem, donôt ya think? Pack-

ing a bag for that trip in YOUR airplane, random 

searches, low bag count, do the math, I think some-

one will have to search that bag so you can feel safe 

in YOUR airplane. Think Iôm being silly and ridicu-

lous? Go read up on some of this stuff and youôll 

soon realize that I canôt hold a candle to the masters 

of silly and ridiculous. 

 

http://www.tsa.gov/assets/pdf/nprm_lasp.pdf 

 

(Breathe slow, breathe deep) 21          Letôs go fly! 

 

 

   

The Eagleôs Nest 
 

 

by: The Editor 

 

Per emails and discussion with Bill Vawter , the fol-

lowing updates the chapterôs Young Eagle activities.  

The next scheduled YE flight will be on 14 March at 

the HAMM  museum at Tyler Pounds, again with an 

unknown total , but expect quiet a few to show. Pilots 

signed up are Ken Andrews, Jonathan Mac-

Clements, Jerry Gardner , Bob Tippens, Greg 

Dohrer, Garnet McClur e, Robert Caldwell and Bill 

Vawter, flying. John Owen will be on ground duties. 

If you have not signed up, please call Bill. The flights 

will commence at 1300 (1PM) and I would like a pi-

lots briefing at 1130. 

 

The previously scheduled YE flight of February 28 

was cancelled due to high winds and low ceiling.  Bill 

Vawter is attempting to reschedule this flight on 

March 21 at the Chapterôs scheduled Runway Gumbo 

event.  All pilots who can fly on this date please re-

spond to him via email or telephone.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our top three: 
 

Jerry Gardneréééééé.307 

Wayne Collinséééééé254 

Bart Robinettéééééé237 
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Currently he has several areas under construction in-

cluding drilling the landing gear spring strut assembly 

to attach to the fuselage.  The  conversion to Tri-gear 

is about 90% complete. 

 

Harold is scheduled to attend an EAA Workshop on 

Fabric Covering and will be traveling to Dallas the 

weekend of March 14 to prepare for covering the fuse 

and tail.   

 

The Sonerai has been around since the early 70ôs and 

there are many fine examples flying today.  The Son-

erai II can be built as a Light Sport Aircraft.   

 

Good luck Harold, weôll come back to check your 

progress sometime in the future. 

 

Builderôs Corner 
By: The Editor 

 

Since EAA is a lot about building and 

restoring aircraft, I thought a column 

on the subject would be a good place to 

showcase our members that are in the 

process.  I first thought of Harold 

Craig.  Harold is building/restoring/

upgrading a Sonerai II LT ( Low wing, Tri-gear).  

Harold acquired the project following a ñprangò and 

has been hard at work to bring it back to life.   

 

The aircraft has an all-aluminum wing, a steel tube-

fabric covered fuselage and tailfeathers, and a fiber-

glass cowling. With all this, Harold is getting to work 

with many techniques and materials.  The wings of 

the aircraft sustained no damage and awaiting the 

completion of the fuselage, engine and tailfeathers.  

The plane is powered by a VW.  Harold is upgrading 

from 1835 cc to 2180 cc in order to attain 10 addi-

tional hp.  This will allow him to fly two adults in the 

aircraft.  He has received the engine upgrade kit and 

will be receiving the modified case within the week.  

And thené. Well, you knowé. The work begins.   

 

 

Aircraft for Sale!  
 

Fly Baby, $10,000, or best offer.  For details contact  

Jerry Gardner , owner, at 903-530-2172.  See picture. 

 

 

 

1961 Piper PA-22 "Super Colt",  150 hp with 3000 TT and 1000 SMOH..IFR capable. Fresh Annual. 

For additional details contact Arnold Phillips , owner, at 903-746-7638 

 

Wanted 
 

Gas Welding Equipment.  Will consider any size set-up or components (torch,  tips, bottles, cart, etc.).  

Call or email Robert Caldwell at 903-769-6976;  (caldwrl@etex.net) 

 

 

(Ads free to members of 972.  Contact the Editor if you would like to advertise an item either for sale or wanted) 

Will Haroldôs aircraft look like this one.? 

Harold 
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Quality Aircraft Maintenance 

J L Aero 
Fox Stephens Airport, JXI 

903-734-4378 

Jesse Loffer, Owner  48 Aviation Drive 

FAA Authorized Inspector Gilmer, TX 75645 

 

 

Coming Aviation Events 

 
  

 Mar. 14  EAA Chapter 972 Young Eagles @ HAMM Tyler, TX  

 Mar. 21  EAA Chapter 972 Runway Gumbo   Gladewater, TX 

 

 Mar. 26-28  Parade of Planes     Addison, TX 

 Mar. 27-30  Collings Foundation @ HAMM   Tyler, TX  

 April 4   Texarkana Flying Club Fly-In    Texarkana, TX 

 April 11   Fajita Fly -In       Lufkin, TX  

 May 9   Texas Airshow     Corsicana, TX 

 May 9   Greenville Aviation Expo and Fly-In   Greenville, TX 

 May 9-10  Blue Angels      Barksdale AFB, LA 

 May 16  2009 Armed Forces Day Open House and 

    Barnstormer Fly-In and Warbird Walkabout  Gilmer, TX  

     

  

 1st. Saturday  La Grange BBQ  Fayette (3T5) 

 3rd. Saturday Breakfast CAP  Tyler (TYR) 

 4th. Saturday  fly-in Lunch Leesville, LA. (L39) 

 4th. Saturday  Fly-in Lunch Shreveport  (DTN) 

 

 

Check out: EAAôs Calendar of Events at: 

www.eaa.org/calendar/ 

EAA Chapter 972 Officers 
 

  President:   Garnet McClure  gmmccl@suddenlink.net 

  Vice Pres.   Ken Andrews  ken980@embarqmail.com 

  Treasurer    Harold Craig   hcraig5588@aol.com 

  Secretary  Steve Garrett  ibnuber1@yahoo.com 

  Young Eagle Co-Or.  Bill Vawter   bvawt@etex.net 

  Newsletter Editor:  Robert Caldwell caldwrl@etex.net  

  Historian:   Bart Robinett  flyboy1423g@aol.com 

 

  

AirNav 100LL Prices (03/06/09) 

07F (Gladewater)         $3.30 

JXI (Gilmer)    3.39 

TYR (Johnson FBO) 4.10 

JDD (Wood co.)      3.09 

KRFI Rusk Co.     2.57 

F51 (Winnsboro)    3.65   (MoGas, 3.05) 

GGG (KRS FBO)  3.76 (SS) 
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EAA Chapter 972 

c/o Robert Caldwell 

200 Sundance Path 

Holly Lake Ranch, TX 75765 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    First Class MailðPlease Forward 

 

         God Bless Our Troops 

Meeting Refreshments:  Ken Andrews 

 

Place  

Stamp 

 Here 


