
   

                                            
EAA Chapter 972 

Longview, Texas 

February 2009       Including most of East Texas 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, Feb. 12, 2009 
Gladewater Airport Office at 6:30 PM 

(Guadalupeôs for dinner at 5:30é see you there!) 

The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 

The things you do when no oneôs watching. 

 

We could have some fun with that one. There are 

those who have jumped way out front, got their head 

in the gutter, wondering just howôs he going to make  

family entertainment out of that comment? And the 

rest of you are thinking, Iôll never eat any of his 

Gumbo again. Thereôs a good story line to either of 

those trains of thought and Iôll store them for later 

consideration. But what got me here was an approach 

the other day to 32 at Gladewater. All indications, 

not the least of which was the right wing low and 

heavy pressure on the left rudder, were pointing to a 

healthy cross wind with a moderate gust factor out of 

the NE. So here I come using every bit of knowledge 

my instructors have bestowed upon me to get this 

bird on the ground and still have something left to 

fly, when into my noise cancelling head set comes 

three of the faintest chirps. Yup, upwind, downwind 

and then the nose, darn near perfection, but, was any-

one there to see it? Not a soul. Had I bounced it, 

kicked up some dust in the grass or got it sideways 

scuffing of good rubber, the scorecard brigade would 

have looked like the wave at the last big stadium 

event. Iôd have heard all of the obligatory comments, 

ñhow many of those are ya gonna logò, ñI know a 

guy thatôll wash itò or ñIôve got some tires in the 

hanger if ya need ôemò. I will say that Iôm certainly 

prone to any of the last three examples more so than 

the first, but doesnôt it feel good when you get that 

occasional one just right? Who cares if no oneôs 

watching? Letôs go fly! Those zero knot wind days 

are fun but you need to include a few days that are at 

the edge of your comfort envelope too. Get out there 

and get bounced around a little, not comfortable?, sup-

port your local flight instructor or find a mentor to 

help hone those skills, just get out there and fly! This 

GA thing is ours to lose, we must practice it, promote 

it, and protest to those who would restrict or try to kill 

it. 

(Stepping down off soapbox) 22 left               Q 
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  The Eagleôs Nest 

 
 

 

by: Bill Vawter, Young Eagle Coordinator 

 

I am setting here writing this article and looking out 

at the beautiful, sunny sky and wander why in the 

world someone would want to live in an area where 

ñthe global warmingò has caused it to turn off so cold 

and messy. True, it has been sort of ñbreezyò, but so 

what. I can live with that. 

 

This chapter has really been super by being involved 

in the Young Eagle program. Thus far we have flown 

2099 Young Eagles. This is with 42 active pilots 

since 1994, giving an average of 49.99 per pilot. Of 

course a lot of these pilots are no longer with us. 

 

We now have 12 active pilots flying Young Eagles 

and out of these 12, 8 flew their 10 kids in order to 

receive their wings. Again, thanks to all of you who 

have participated both on the ground and in the air 

 

Our next event will be at the HAMM museum on 14 

March where we will work in conjunction with the 

USPA who is presenting a high school career day for 

the area high school students. I donôt know the extent 

of participation in this from the students, but should 

know more later. There will be a need of someone to 

ñmanò the gate in order to control traffic going out on 

the ramp so would appreciate very much if someone 

would step forward. I also need to start a list of those 

that will be flying. Right now I have Ken Andrews, 

Jonathan MacClements, Bob Tippens and Jerry 

Gardner along with me. It should be interesting when 

Docôs wife decides to fly kids. Who is she going to 

bump? Just a thought Ken. 

 

This bit of information may be important for those 

that are filing deductions on their income tax. In 1994 

it was ruled that various expenses involving the 

Young Eagle flight were tax deductible. I found out 

thru EAA headquarters that his is now considered a 

ñgrey areaò when it comes to the FAA. 

 

If you remember, a few years back, the FAA in all 

their infinite wisdom ruled that charity flights where 

pay was received by the charity, but not the pilot, was 

considered a payment involving the pilot. This type of 

flight are allowed but under certain conditions. The 

Young Eagle program was going to be hit thru the 

FAA rulings, even though we were not charging. 

Their view point was that if we were filing for a de-

duction on the income tax program we were being 

compensated for the expenses. Their later ruling re-

garding the Young Eagle Program after intervention 

of EAA rescinded the prior ruling. Thus EAAôs view 

is that they cannot tell you that it is legal to file as a 

deduction, but if you do and get away with it, good 

luck.   Q 
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 Pietenpol Air Camper Turns 80 
 

EAA will honor Pietenpol's time-tested, low-and-slow air-

plane at AirVenture Oshkosh 2009. Bill Rewey of Verona, 

Wisconsin, EAA 42474, is helping organize a gathering of 

Air Camper builders, pilots, and planes to participate in the 

celebration. 

 

Also being planned some time during AirVenture is a spe-

cial reception for builders and Air Camper pilots at EAA's 

Pietenpol Hangar on Pioneer Airport. On display there is 

Bernard's own N12937, which was built in 1933 and is 

considered the oldest Air Camper in existence.ô 

 

EAA further honors the Air Camper this year by depicting 

the airplane on the "I Flew My Homebuilt" patch given to 

all homebuilders registering at Homebuilt Headquarters. 

Look for more information as events and activities are con-

firmed at www.AirVenture.org. Pietenpol owners wishing 

to participate at Oshkosh should visit the Brodhead Pieten-

pol Association website, www.pietenpols.org. 

2009 Chapter 972 Events 

21 March         Lunch Time Runway Gumbo 

25 April           Lunch Time Runway Gumbo 

23 May            Lunch Time Runway Gumbo 

27 June            Breakfast Pancakes 

(No Event Scheduled For July) 

22 August        Breakfast Pancakes 

26 September   Breakfast Pancakes 

24 October       Reklaw Breakfast 

(No Event Scheduled For November) 

5 December Holly Lake Young Eagles Flight 

 

2009 Refreshments List 
 

Feb    Bart & Sharlene Robinett 

Mar    Ken Andrews 

Apr    Robert Caldwell 

May   Bob Tippens 

Jun    Ernst Viehweger 

Jul     Harold Craig 

Aug   Jim Couton 

Sep    Steve Garrett 

Oct    Jerry Gardner 

Nov   Mark Carpenter 

Dec   Gene Humphrey 

 

Mark your calendars !!! 

 

Aircraft for Sale! 
 

Fly Baby, $10,000, or best offer.  For details contact  

Jerry Gardner, owner, at 903-530-2172.  See picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

1961 Piper PA-22 "Super Colt",  150 hp with 3000 TT and 1000 SMOH..IFR capable. Fresh Annual. 

For additional details contact Arnold Phillips, owner, at 903-746-7638 

 

 

 

(Ads free to members of 972.  Contact the Editor if you would like to advertise an item either for sale or wanted) 

 

 

http://www.AirVenture.org
http://www.pietenpols.org
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Quality Aircraft Maintenance 

J L Aero 
Fox Stephens Airport, JXI 

903-734-4378 

Jesse Loffer, Owner  48 Aviation Drive 

FAA Authorized Inspector Gilmer, TX 75645 

 

 

Coming Aviation Events 

 
 Feb. 14     Sweetheart Pancake Breakfast   Greenville, TX 

 Feb. 14  EAA Chapter 1219 Fajita Fly-In   Lufkin, TX 

 Feb. 20-22  Fabric Aircraft Restoration Seminar  Sulphur Springs, TX 

 

 Mar. 14  EAA Chapter 972 Young Eagles @ HAMM Tyler, TX 

 Mar. 21  EAA Chapter 972 Runway Gumbo   Gladewater, TX 

 Mar. 26-28  Parade of Planes     Addison, TX 

 Mar. 27-30  Collings Foundation @ HAMM   Tyler, TX 

     

  

 1st. Saturday  La Grange BBQ  Fayette (3T5) 

 3rd. Saturday Breakfast CAP  Tyler (TYR) 

 4th. Saturday  fly-in Lunch Leesville, LA. (L39) 

 4th. Saturday  Fly-in Lunch Shreveport  (DTN) 

 

 

Check out: EAAôs Calendar of Events at: 

www.eaa.org/calendar/ 

 

 

 

 

 

EAA Chapter 972 Officers 
 

  President:   Garnet McClure gmccl@suddenlink.net 

  Vice Pres.   Ken Andrews  ken980@embarqmail.com 

  Treasurer    Harold Craig  hcraig5588@aol.com 

  Secretary  Steve Garrett  ibnuber1@yahoo.com 

  Young Eagle Co-Or.  Bill Vawter  bvawt@dpcomm.net 

  Newsletter Editor:  Robert Caldwell caldwrl@etex.net  

  Historian:   Bart Robinett  flyboy1423g@aol.com 

 

  

AirNav 100LL Prices (02/06/09) 

07F (Gladewater)         $3.30 

JXI (Gilmer)    3.39 

TYR (Johnson FBO) 3.37 

JDD (Wood co.)      3.19 

4F2 (Carthage)     2.69 

F51 (Winnsboro)    3.65   (MoGas, 3.05) 

GGG (KRS FBO)  3.45 
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EAA Chapter 972 

c/o Robert Caldwell 

200 Sundance Path 

Holly Lake Ranch, TX 75765 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    First Class MailðPlease Forward 

 

         God Bless Our Troops 

Intentionally Blank 

Meeting Refreshments:  Bart Robinett 

 

Place  

Stamp 

 Here 


