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    EAA Chapter 972 

              Longview, Texas 
              Including most of East Texas 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, Jan. 8, 2009 
Gladewater Airport Office at 6:30 PM  

(Guadalupeôs for dinner at 5:30é see you there!) 

The Pres Sez... 
by: Garnet McClure 

 
The end of the year, the end of the holidays, the end of an 

era. The New Year, new opportunities, the new regime. 

Robert sent me a note saying he needed my article before 

Thursday, that was a slap back to reality and I should 

warn you, Iôm not the literary genius of presidents past. 

 

Iôd like to start this adventure by thanking the outgoing 

group for a job well done, Roger, Garnet (oops, thatôs 

me), Robert, Denny, Bill and Jerry. THANK YOU! And 

then the new folks coming in, Garnet (oops, me again), 

Ken brings us lots of new program ideas, Harold now has 

the check book, Steve is sharpening his pencil, Bart (not 

sure what a historian does but thatôll teach you not to miss 

the next election meeting). Robert is going to be keeping 

the world and the rest of the 972 informed of our follies 

with some help from Ernst and his web prowess. Bill, Iôm 

not sure we can accuse him of being new at anything, is 

going to continue trying to round up them youngôns. 

Thank you for your willingness to promote the future of 

the 972. 

 

Speaking of that future, we all have a responsibility to 

promote aviation and I think thereôs nothing more impor-

tant than participation in the Young Eagles program (Go 

getôem Bill!). Having said that, there are things AS impor-

tant such as preservation of what we currently enjoy and 

promotion on other fronts ie: offering rides to acquaintan-

ces (spell check is a good thing) that show any kind of 

interest, the ones that arenôt interested need their hands 

tied so they canôt get to the door handle (kidding!?) or 

doing your part to dispel miss-information that may be 

obtained from other, less reliable or uninformed sources. 

If anyone has any ideas on alternative promotional meth-

ods, which the 972 can embrace as a group function, Iôd 

like to hear them. We need improved participation and if 

youôre not interested in the current path, help guide us in a 

new direction. 

 

Happy New Year and Good luck in ô09 

(only 23 more of these to go)   Q 

 

The Eagleôs Nest 
by: Bill Vawter, Young Eagle Coordinator 

 

It is amazing how time gets away from you as you get 

older and having fun (???). Our new newsletter editor had 

given me a dead line to get this article out and since I have 

gotten older, I donôt know if it is old age or fun, of which I 

am still looking. Anyway, better late than never. 

First, I want to thank all of you in the chapter that helped 

the chapter reach it goal once again this year. We finished 

the year with 114 Young Eagles flown, and our goal was 

100.  This is one (1) shy of what we flew in 2007 and 

seems consistent with each year. I know that each year we 

come dragging into December lacking a significant amount 

to reach our goal, but then the good Lord provides us with 

good weather and we finish out at Holly Lake International 

with a good turn out of  both pilots and youngsters that 

helps us reach our goal. Such was the case this year and 

also gave all the pilots that flew this year, except for five, a 

chance to get their Y. E. wings for 2008. 

The group that we flew in December was by far, the most 

exceptional group that we have ever flown since I have 

been doing this job. There was a group of boys from the 

Azelway Boys home that I had the privilege of going out 

and talking to about the program. These boys are in this 

home undergoing drug rehab and come from all over the 

state. Frankly, I was a little dubious about talking with 

them and inviting them out for the flight, not knowing any-
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thing about them except from what their counselor had 

told me over the phone. 

Anyway, when I arrived and met with the counselor and 

entered their dorm, I could have been knocked over with a 

feather. I had never encountered a more polite and atten-

tive group of youngsters even tho they were finishing up 

their lunch. This attitude went on even during the lecture 

and what surprised me was the type of questions that they 

asked both during the lecture and afterwards. They were-

nôt trivial question like are asked most of the time, but 

sound questions. None of these boys had ever flown and 

two of them were a little leery of flying but flew anyway 

and from what their pilots told me they really had a blast. 

I talked with the boys afterwards and they were all excited 

about the flight and their main question was  òWhat does 

it take to become a pilot?ò I donôt know about you, but 

that is the question that I like to hear and that is what this 

program is all about. It is creating an interest in aviation 

and showing the kids what is out there in the aviation 

field. 

Roger and I discussed this group afterwards and both 

agreed that this could be something that the chapter could 

include in our flights in the future. Their counselor told 

my wife, Erma, who did our scheduling, that they wanted 

to make this an annual event for their group. I donôt know 

how the rest of you feel, but I am for it. 

Roger had the honor of appearing on TV after our flight at 

Pounds field along with two of his passengers. One of 

which was Ana Sharp. You would have to appreciate the 

competition between her and her brother, which could not 

fly due to a school competition in which he on the debate 

team. From what her mother and dad told me, she really 

rubbed it in his face since she was going to fly, but then the 

cap on the event was when she appeared on TV. Anyway, 

both she and her brother were at the December flight and 

her brother flew with Roger. I think that the shot of him in 

Rogerôs plane says it all. By the way, I have been informed 

that Ana is pestering her dad about flight lessons. Again, 

this is what it is all about. One new flight member this year 

was Randi Ernst, who he and his wife Barb hail from Min-

nesota. I feel that they are about to become transplanted 

Yankees since they have built a home on Lake Hawkins. 

Some of you met them a few years ago here at the Dec. 

event when he was flying his little open cockpit by-plane. 

He has since built him a beautiful Sportsman and flew 

some of the kids, including Ana, here at Holly Lake. You 

will see them in the attached group shot that was made dur-

ing the Dec. cookout. They are on the right side, Barb in 

front and Randi in back. WELCOME 

We had a lot of fun at the cookout. Erma and I really enjoy 

putting this event on seeing everyone visit and hanger fly 

while the wives have a chance to gossip. Our esteemed 

doctor missed out this year since he was getting some OJT 

in while practicing to be a doctor. Anyway, his BETTER 

HALF was there. Perhaps next year. This chapter is start-

ing to become known around the area thru what it is doing 

with the Young Eagle program. I feel that the real start for 

this was in March at the grand opening for the HAMM mu-

seum at Pounds Field when the chapter was involved with 

that event. We had a table set up promoting both the Young 

Eagle program and EAA. Thanks to Robert Caldwell who 
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cided. I told him that the chapter would be glad to partici-

pate in this. Again, this is what the Y. E. program is about 

and it makes me feel good that other organizations are ask-

ing the chapter to participate with them. 

I trust that all of you have had a Merry Christmas and a 

happy New Year and will see you at Guadalupe's. 

Q 

manned the booth and Jerry Gardner who provided his 

Flybaby to show what EAA was about. 

I was recently contacted by an associate of the United 

States Pilots Association in regards to help sponsor a 

Young Eagle flight in March. They are going to hold an 

aviation awareness day for Tyler area high schools. This 

will at the HAMM museum on 12 March 2009 and I will 

be informed later as to how many students will be in at-

tendance. The time will be around noon, but is still unde-

 

Chapter Awards for 2008 

 

Past Officers: 

Roger Wieting, President 

Garnet McClure, Vice President 

Denny Renwick, Secretary 

Robert Caldwell, Treasurer 

 

Service: 

Bill Vawter, Young Eagle Coordinator 

Jerry Gardner, Newsletter Editor 

Denny Renwick, Technical Advisor 

Ernst Viehweger, Webmaster 

 

Tom Southern Award 

Robert Caldwell 

 

Special Assistance: 

Harold  Craig, Young Eagle Ground Support 

Erma Vawter, Young Eagle Ground Support 

Pilots and participants of the 

Young Eagle Rally at Holly 

Lake.  Picture taken outside 

Billôs hanger after he and Erma 

served up Burgers and Brats. 


