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Roger That! By Roger Wieting.
Reflections & Projections

Well here it is folksd my last column as President of
Chapter 972. As you know, we have held elections
for new officers and we will be experiencing the
Nnpeacef ul transfer of

ship at the Christmas Party on December 13". So,

this seems to be the 4
ducko reflection and |
well.

| can happily tell y ou
for office on a platfog
fact , it was more | i kdHéd

another story. The fact is, | have had the honor of
being Chapter President for a couple of years and
while much has remained the same, a few notable
things have indeed changed.

One significant thing we accomplished in 2007 was
the purchase of the trailer we now use for storing and

transporting al/l of ou
this get us out of Bar
tion of refrigerated & frozen items) -1 6 d s a

made our setup and teardown of breakfast & lunch
events much more handy. And since the trailer al-
lowed us greater freedom, we moved our event loca-
tion from the TdArearo
Aifronto of the propert
certain charm, | do believe moving to the grassy area
near the terminal (and new ramp) has certainly of-
fered improved visibility and logistics.

Another significant change for us was moving our
meal service duty from Saturday lunch to Saturday
breakfast at the Reklaw fly-in. While Saturday lunch
had been a rather long-standing tradition for the club,
it seemed that the membership generally wished to
try rising early and then enjoy being free to roam
about the event, visit with folks and look at airplanes.
Personally, 1 have found this to be a better arrange-
ment and | have gotten the idea that this sentiment is

common throughout the club.

There is one thing I
change these past two years, and that is our level of
Young Eagles activity. In 2007 we continued our tra-
dition of flying over 100 kids and so far this year, we
have flown 85. With about 40 more expected at the
Holly Lake event on the 6", we should easily sail by
BawergeaPf oA &BaPhetnh
but it bears repeating

Anfhis 1€aflefship Bflo® YE pfodfifh. Andsb masydffne

Yod have Been Haithful tPshow LipCaRdkfly & eheses
events, even when avgas was pushing $6.00 a gallon.
Alsd) thdre afe Yeferal WWRAhaVE beéh Fathful YE
s pph .
doing the @#pervioR GhiY! geflidg fthk &id ‘togetPed
with their pilots. Together, we have done a very good
thing for aviation by keeping this facet of our club
strong. Thank you!

A mixed bag of change over the past couple of years
has to do with our fAny
the one hand, our number of registered members has
i ngharpked 8shekfoooeNO
sGsgnh&n caarnt( Wenlclr.e awsiet h
Yi nigls R&#Y weekend event
the new leadership as well as myself, when | say
wedre not interested i
sake of numbersd what we want is greater PARTICI-
PArTN ©N, Of s d hpﬁl edlsleP O Ij tf
Viry carvirfy BuBljust¥ fittle tinge fof chitfactiBitlesd Wea
really do have a great group of folks and we really do
have a lot of fun.

One of the goals I had wished for us to accomplish by
now is renovation of the O7F terminal building. In
early 2007, after realizing that a new (DOT-funded)
terminal buil di ng wasn
time soon, we began to talk about using a significant
portion of Chapter funds (and sweat) to improve the
existing building. I
some organization and a lot of TLC could go a long
way to improve the place where our meetings are held

riBeRBeqomndi pieC hgmng

am

| §a
hel
f

h h e ¢

di c

€ R
t t

mb €

L OR
nt hee
S .

n

AR
e a

(&)

hi




2

and where so many of u
be immersed in aviation. As | have said recently, |
would urge the Chapter to continue toward this goal.
Hearing from Steve Dean at the October meeting that
there could be a way to get some governmental help
with funding was intriguing and could really expand
the possibilities. At any rate, and on whatever scale,
I would love to see us take on O7F terminal renova-
tion as a Chapter project.

Looking forward to December 13", I will be pleased
to announce Chapter awards. There are a number of
you who worked hard this past year to make our club
fun and meaningful. You know who you are, but a
little well-deserved recognition is always a good
thing. And looking forward to 2009, | am excited
about the prospects for Chapter 972. We have the
benefitof somelong-t er m fAi ner ti
coupled with capable new leadership with no fear of
thinking outside of the box. This is a great combina-

tion and one that should make for a great and even

better club experience.
So with those

umn and move off the front page to make room for
Garnet. As most everyone in the club knows by now,
my family has actually re-located to McKinney, so
we are a bit scarce in East Texas these days. But the
di stance isno6t really
So, do | plan to participate in Chapter 972 in the fu-
ture? Roger that!

Veterans Day Parade In Mineola. On Satur-
day 11/8, Robert Caldwell and I participated in the
Veterans Day parade in Mineola.

I have been busy restoring old military jeeps since |
retired. | have been asked to participate in veterans
events around East Texas, these old restored jeeps
add to these events, it seems every one likes old
jeeps. My first jeep to restore was a 1951 M38
Willys of the Korean War era. This is a flat hood and

fender jeep which is basically the same vehicle as |

used in WWII, same engine and drive trail. It was a
little larger in dimensions with only a few basic
changes. The second jeep is a 1942 Ford GPW jeep.
It is the same as the Willys jeep. Willys could not
keep up with the demand for jeep during the war and
Ford was contracted to make the jeep. They are iden-
tical to the Willys jeep. This particular jeep has some
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1945 at the Red River Army Depot near Texarkana
and sold to a farmer in Arkansas. He had the jeep on
his farm and used it continually until I bought the jeep
this year. It was never really changed or civilianized
and was left in Army green paint. | did some minor

work on it and reapplied its numbers and markings to
make it available to drive in parades and events. This
winter | plan to tear it down and do a complete resto-
ration.

a Ol

Robert and | loaded up in the jeeps around 8 a.m. on
iﬂlé andtdlla\ia them %pr tCMineola. Roter drobe'th@
1942 jeep. We arrived around 9 a.m., since we could
not drive over 45 mph. We worked with the Marine
Corp league in Mineola and all their veterans. We
loaded up the jeeps with veterans and drove in the pa-

rade along with two other military vehicles. It was a
very good event. After the parade Robert and his wife
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and | went to the East Texas Hamburger Company
on main street and ate lunch. Afterwards we drove
over to Mineola/Wisener Field airport and visited
with friends. Than we drove back to my home to end
a very good day honoring our valuable veterans.
Jerry Gardner, editor.

Stealth Fighter F117A Being Retired. To
my surprise, it has been announced that the F-117A
Stealth Fighter has been retired. The F-22 Raptor is
taking over its assignment and duties. | have been
fortunate to be around a few of these very unusual
looking aircraft over its history only at air shows. |
remember when one came to Oshkosh. When the
aircraft was on display, it was roped off with armed
soldiers guarding it. This aircraft proved itself in the
middle east wars.

The once super-secret F-117A became operational in
1983. Only 59 aircraft were accepted by the Air
Force. It was a very successful aircraft and flew mis-
sion over Panama, Irag and Yugoslavia. One aircraft
was shot down, the loss was considered by many to
have been nothing more than a lucky shot. All of the
remaining aircraft will be stored at its original home,
Tonopah test range in Nevada (area 51). The last
ones to be retired were in March 2008. Editor.
(picture)

Holly Lake International Young Eagle
Flight and Chapter Lunch. On Dec 6we have
our annual Young Eagle flight out of Holly Lake In-
ternational Airport. We will also eat lunch at the
Vawt erds hangar after

to Bill VVawter if you are coming. Also, this year
again, there will be a pancake breakfast at the fire sta-
tion for all those that would like to come early. | at-
tended this breakfast a couple years ago and it was
very enjoyable. Editor

Annual EAA Chapter Christmas Dinner
The annual Chapter Christmas Dinner will be on Sat-
urday Dec. 13 at the Gilmer airport office building
where we meet for our meetings. It will start around 5
p.m., for set up, 5:30 happy hour and 6:00 for dinner.
It will be a bring a covered dish to go along with the
main entree that is being provided by the chapter. Al
Heinol has all the details. If you have any questions,
contact Al. 903 534-1985.

Air Salvage of Dallas Sale On Dec 13 the long
awaited sale at Air Salvage of Dallas will run from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. This has become a yearly tradition for
many pilots and aircraft builders in Texas. | always
enjoy going because | run into so many of my aviation
friends in Texas. Plus you can get some really good
bargains. This has become my tire store for years for
my airplanes. Also many brake parts, instruments and
assorted other parts at a greatly reduced price. Every-
thing in usually 10 to 50% off their normal used price.
Hope to see you there. Located on the Lancaster TX
airport. Editor

My Last
ter for the Chapter. | took over the newsletter from
Tom Southern many many years ago. | have enjoyed
the newsletter because | have a gift of writing and
communications. | love to read and have tried to
share this in the newsletter the articles in the newslet-
ter. Robert Caldwell is taking the Newsletter over and
I know he will do a very professional job.

However, | do not like sending them out by email. It
is very impersonal. | like a hard copy being sent out
to the membership. That way it will be shared and
read by others. | know by sending it in an email it will
saves some money but it is still too impersonal.

Be

Thank you. Sincerely, Jerry Gardner
the  flights: sur e
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903-734-4378

07F (Gladewater) $3.90

KJIXI (Gilmer) 3.69
F12 (Henderson) 4.62
KJDD (wood co.) 3.29
4F2 (cartage) 3.39

KOSA (mt pleasant) 3.92
GGG (KRS@longview) 3.99

Fox Stephens Airport

June Local AvGas Prices (12/04/08)

Quality Aircraft Maintenance Coming Aviation Events

Dec. 13 Air Salvage Dallas Sale (50% Off)

Jesse Loffer, Owner 48 Aviation Drive Dec. 13 EAA Chapter Christmas Dinner
FAA Authorized Inspector  Gilmer, TX 75645 1st. Saturday La Grange BBQ Fayette (3T5)

2nd. Saturday Fajita Fly-in Lufkin (LFK)

3rd. Saturday BBQ Lunch Jasper (JAS)
3rd. Saturday Breakfast CAP Tyler (TYR)
4th. Saturday fly-in Lunch Leesville, LA. (L39)
4th. Saturday Fly-in Lunch Shreveport (DTN)

Check out: EAAGs Cal end

www.eaa.org/calendar/

Dec. 06 Holly Lake Airport YE flight & EAA picnic
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President Roger Wieting
Vice Pres. Garnet McClure
Treasurer Robert Caldwell

Chapter Officers
Secretary Denny Renwick
Young Eagle Co-Or. Bill Vawter
Newsletter/Historian Jerry Gardner

EAA Chapter 972

c/o Jerry Gardner, editor
10977 CR 337

Tyler, TX 75708
9035956222

First Class Maild Please Forward

God Bless Our Troops!!




