
   

November  2008       ñTHE TAILDRAGGERò                                                
    EAA Chapter 972 

          Gladewater, Texas 

        Including most of East Texas 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, November 13, 6:30 p.m. 
Gladewater Airport Office  

Guadalupe's for dinner at 5:30 p.m. 

Roger That!    By Roger Wieting. 

A Fun Fall Full of Festive Flight Features! 
 

November already!  I hope each of you has had a 

great Fall flying seasonðI know I have.  First, letôs 

recap the Reklaw Fly-In.  What a beautiful (and 

busy) weekend we had at the Flying M Ranch.  I sup-

pose Dave will give us ófinalô numbers at this 

monthôs meeting, but I believe we served around 460 

breakfast meals Saturday morning and I think the to-

tal number of airplanes was north of 500.  We had a 

great Chapter 972 showing for our breakfast service 

and several members definitely went the extra mile to 

help out beyond our chapter commitment.  Bill Smith 

actually arrived quite early (Wednesday, I think) and 

handled various tasks, not the least of which was 

cleaning port-a-potties and loading them with sani-

tizer.  Mark Carpenter worked with us Saturday 

morning on ñcoffee detailò and then went on to be a 

key contributor to the coffee effort for most, if not 

all, of the remaining meals as well.  Sue Phillips 

worked as hard as any of us at breakfast and then 

helped out with the Saturday evening meal to boot.  

Iôm sure there were others who went over and above 

to help make the weekend a success as well; a big 

THANK YOU to ALL who participated! 

For me, Fall started off in high hear this year, with 

the Cardinal Flyersô Online ñ40th Birthday Party for 

the Cessna Cardinalò in Wichita, Kansas.  Now, I 

have been to a number of ñCardinalò events over the 

last dozen years, but this had to be among the best 

ever.  From September 25-28, over 200 people and 

more than 100 Cessna Cardinals were brought to-

gether to celebrate the 40th year since Cardinal pro-

duction (officially) began in 1968.  It is typical for at 

least one major fly-in event to be held each year and 

these are always great events, but this one was truly 

special. 

Many attendees had the opportunity to tour three dif-

ferent Cessna plants where Cessna jets, piston singles 

and related components are manufactured.  Unfortu-

nately, a logistics problem prevented me from enjoy-

ing this part of the fun, but those who participated 

found this facet of the get-together very interesting.  

There were also pitches from Garmin, McCauley and 

Lycoming (can you say: ñIO-390ò ?!?!) for those with 

thousands, or tens of thousands, of dollars to spend on 

upgrades.  And of course all of these activities were 

strategically interspersed with rich meals, from bur-

gers to barbeque, to tacos, to fancy banquet meals in 

the evenings.  At the Friday evening banquet, we 

heard from several Cessna retirees who had been in-

volved with Cardinal development all those years ago.  

One of the honored guests was a retired test pilot who 

had flown many thousands of pre-delivery test flights 

of Cessna aircraft, some of them being Cardinals and 

as it happened, even a few of the airplanes represented 

in the group present!  This gentleman had recently 

celebrated his 100th birthday and he was still very spry 

for his age and maintains a sharp sense of humor. 

Another highlight was a three-plus hour visit to the 

Cardinal flight line, where a large group moved from 

airplane to airplane, with respective owners saying a 

few words about their birds.  This is a tradition at Car-

dinal gatherings and a great way to share information 

and get ideas about how to address problems or incor-

porate improvements to oneôs own airplane.   

Clear weather and light winds aloft made the almost 2 

1/2 ï hour flights to Wichita and back a joy.  And, my 

new Lightspeed Zulu headset provided some sweet 

icing for the cake.  Thereôs just something about cruis-

ing in calm air at 7500 feet, in relative quiet, and hear-

ing ATC asking:  ñDid you guys have some kind of a 

Cardinal convention or something?ò, that puts a smile 

on your face. 

And now, fall continues as we look forward to the No-
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vember meeting and make our plans to crank up the 

Runway Gumbo machine for November 22nd.  Bob 

Tippens has already put the word out on the Internet, 

so hopefully we will have lots of folks show up to 

enjoy the concoction from the big silver kettle.  Iôm 

betting on some seasonably cool weather to further 

enhance the experience.  And before we know it, 

weôll be wrapping our White Elephant gifts for the 

Chapter Christmas party on December 13th.  (We fly 

when we can; time ALWAYS fliesé!) 

Until we meet again sooné fly often and fly safe! 

 

New Slate of Chapter Officers.  Voted on 

and Passed. 

For those of you who did not attend the October 

Chapter meeting last Thursday evening, and who 

have not seen the minutes of the meeting, officers 

were Elected for next year.  Your Chapter leadership 

team for 2009 will include: 

 

President:  Garnet McClure          

 

Vice President:  Ken Andrews 

 

Secretary:  Steve Garrett ** 

 

Treasurer:  Harold Craig 

 

Historian:  Bart Robinett 

 

Also, I am pleased to report that Bill Vawter  has 

agreed to continue on as Young Eagle Coordinator 

for 2009 and that Robert Caldwell has agreed to 

serve as our Newsletter Editor.  Both of these gentle-

men have shown superior skills and dedication in 

these responsibilities and we look forward to having 

them serve! 

Please note that the election for Secretary was actually 

won by Robert Caldwell; however, when considering 

the responsibilities of Newsletter and the additional 

role of Secretary, Robert has since elected to decline 

the Secretary position.  Steve Garrett was the other 

candidate for Treasurer and has graciously agreed to 

accept that role. 

Each candidate in all of the office ñracesò had support 

in the voting process, which I found encouraging.  I 

wish to thank all of you who agreed to run for office 

and all who have agreed to serve next year.  This is a 

great group of leaders!  Roger W.  

 

True or False   No light sport airplane is permitted 

to have retractable landing gear?   

False.  It does not matter, just as long as all the other 

requirements are met.   AOPA magazine 

 

Hard at Work at Breakfast during Reklaw  

The Big Antonov taking off from Reklaw on Satur-

day, World largest Biplane 

From Cubs to Fairchild propjet landed at Reklaw 

this year. 


