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“THE TAILDRAGGER”

EAA Chapter 972, Gladewater, Texas

Roger That!    By Roger Wieting

Oshkosh Reflections for 2007.  Eleven seems to be a pretty good age for really being able to appreciate flying to, camping at and participating in the experience of Oshkosh.  At least that’s what I gathered from Johnathan’s constant enthusiasm, which endured numerous flight hours, rain, water in the tent, heat, cold, seemingly endless walking and dad’s boring conversations with some potential overhaul suppliers.  Actually, the boy did conk out for several hours on the flight home (not that I couldn’t have…!) but upon our arrival, Mom was instantly inundated with stories of the week and the photos to prove it.

I was really irritated with myself Wednesday morning for hitting the snooze button (more than once) and cruising past my planned 4:00 am rise time—Monday and Tuesday had been pretty intense work days and I hadn’t had too much sleep.  It’s pretty simple; you can figure around seven hours from 07F to OSH, including a fuel stop (OK, maybe three or four hours for Garnet…)--thus if you want to arrive before the 2:30pm airport closure time and with a reasonable cushion, you need to leave Gladewater by about 6:30am.  So my extended slumber was putting the day’s plan in jeopardy and as a consequence, frustration was setting in.  Setting in, that is, until we (finally) got the car pointed toward Gladewater and noticed a bit of fog.  Of course, a bit of fog on the north end of Longview will always correspond to zero-zero conditions at 07F—especially if you really have someplace to go.  Reverting to “Plan B”, we re-set our expectations to arrive OSH sometime after the nominal re-opening time of 6:30pm and waited for the fog to lift, now having several hours to ‘kill’.  

By 10:00am the skies were clear and off we went, headed for our fuel stop in Monroe City, MO.  I believe it was Jerry who pointed out this sleepy little airport with low avgas prices several years ago.  It’s basically right on the way and is now a normal part of my yearly trek.  The ladies that run the FBO are diligent to take a photo and print up a “fact sheet” for each plane that stops enroute to Oshkosh, and they collect this data in a scrapbook for each year.  Flipping through the scrapbooks from previous years (remember, we now had extra time on our hands) I found me and several of you in the archives.  Bart & Sharlene, Gregg and a 310-full, Jerry, Denny, Kelly and Harold all graced the pages as well.  After going into town for a Taco Bell lunch, we finally left for OSH around 4:20pm.  Around Madison we picked up the OSH ATIS and learned that the airport was not expected to open until 7:00 pm, so we slowed it down, hoping not to get into the holding patterns near Ripon or Fiske.  As it happened, the airport opened just after we passed Ripon (perfect timing!); however, we had to fly through a significant rain shower to get from Fiske to the airport.  But we landed on dry ground and were able to set up the tent and still make it to Theater in the Woods in time for the evening’s program.

And, by the way, I immediately got the answer to a rhetorical question I had posed in a previous column:  Marion Blakely did in fact show up.  She presented awards for outstanding FAA leaders Wednesday evening; then Jonathan & I attended the “Meet the Administrator” session on Thursday morning.  The Thursday session was actually very interesting—Tom Poberezny provided some opening remarks and diffused a good deal of the tension over the user fees issue.  Tom pointed out that Ms. Blakely has been the Administrator most involved and cooperative with EAA and that she was instrumental in the Light Sport initiative as well as in streamlining medical certifications.  I still didn’t like her prior comment about certain user fees being ‘about as much as a Latte’, but I did have a better feeling in general after this session.

By now we’ve all heard about the tragic accident that occurred at the opening of the Friday airshow.  Two mangled Mustangs, one injured pilot and 

one fatality; this was a very sad day.  Later that evening, as Jonathan and I discussed the accident, he said he wondered what God’s plan was in relation to such a tragedy.  By eleven, kids have certainly started pondering some of the questions that will continue to perplex them all of their lives… 

A clear highlight of Airventure this year was the visit by a couple of F-22 Raptors.  One of the pilots, Max Moga, gave a brief presentation on the plane at Theater in the Woods on Thursday night.  Very interesting.  On Saturday, we got to see (and HEAR!!) this bird fly.  If you’ve never seen the F-22 demonstrate some of it’s capabilities, you definitely need to—what an airplane!

After three full days it was time to go home, although I am sure both of us would have enjoyed more time there.  And though it had looked as if the return trip might have become a “Time to spare?/Go by air!” event, we made it home in 6.7 clock hours, tired and hungry for Mexican food.

Bring your Oshkosh stories (old & new) to the August meeting—might be a good time to compare notes.  Also—don’t forget the Ladies’ Dinner coming up on August 11th.  If you haven’t signed up with Al to bring something, please do so ASAP.  I am expecting a great evening!

Ladies Night Dinner August 11th.  Please do not forget about this important night for our Ladies.  Our ladies are expecting a good time so we must put on our good face.  Please call Al Heinol (903 534-1985) for information and details.  

Cash Poor U.S. Airlines May Face Huge Plane Bill.  To replace the aging airliners on U. S. carriers, the airlines will have to pay huge prices for replacement airliners.  US Airways ordered 92 new Airbuses at the Paris Air Show in June.  The price came to over $10 Billion!  The average cost for a new airliner from the two top manufacturers is $111 million.  See the following list of prices.

Boeing

737-800  $70.5 to 79 million each

767-300ER  $141 to 157.5 million each

787-8  $157 to 167 million each

747-400  $228 to 260 million each

777-300ER  $250 to 279 million each

Airbus

A320  $69.3 to 76.5 million each

A330-200  $167.7 to 176.7 million each

A340-500  $222.9 to 230.8 million each

A380  $305.4 to 334 million each

A350-800XWB  $196.5 to 202 million each

How can the airlines make it financially?

                            Courtesy USA Today July 11th. 

AIRLINES DROP USER FEE DEMAND
It was a startling turnaround. The airlines abandoned their demand for user fees and their "blip is a blip" contention that all aircraft impose the same costs on the air traffic control system during a hearing before a subcommittee of the Senate Finance Committee on July 19. All that was left was their demand that they pay less and general aviation pay more. Delta Airlines CEO James Whitehurst, speaking for the Air Transport Association (ATA, which represents most of the nation's airlines), proposed a new ticket tax that would include a fixed departure tax per passenger, plus a per passenger tax based on distance traveled. "It's not a user fee," Whitehurst said. "Implicit in the ATA proposal is the acknowledgment that it is the number of people in the aircraft that contributes significantly to air traffic control system costs, and it's those people—not the aircraft—that benefit from ATC services," said AOPA President Phil Boyer. "A blip is not a blip." 

Editor Note:  Don’t stop being concerned.  The vote is not in yet and I learned recently that Texas Senator Kaye Bailey Hutchinson is not supporting GA on this one and I thought she was on our side.  Continue to send in your letters to your representatives.

LeTourneau University in Longview is buy new twin engine trainer aircraft.  I learned in an article in the Tyler paper that Le Tourneau is buying two Diamond DA-24 Twin Star aircraft.  The aircraft will  have Diesel engines!  The are coming in soon and the instructors will have to learn how to fly them so they will be ready when the fall semester starts up.   “These new planes provide far less pilot distractions.  In these new aircraft, we have lost 6 of 10 levers in the cockpit, easing the pilots workload” said Weldon Burnett, head flight instructor for LeTourneau.  The cost around $1 million for the two.  

The aircraft are liquid cooled, eliminating cowl flaps.

Courtesy of the Tyler Newspaper

My Trip to AirVenture Oshkosh 2007, Jerry Gardner.  What a wonderful event!  This year at Oshkosh seemed better than ever.  I don’t really know why, could it be the friends we camped with or all the renewed friendships and seeing my fellow EAA’ers from East Texas, probably.  This year I decided not to do any volunteer work and because of that it was a much slower pace.  The WX seemed perfect, cool nights and mornings and warm temps in the afternoon and NO RAIN while I was there but they had some forecasted after I left.  I understand that same day they had about a 45 minute rain at the start of the air show.

I took a Tyler friend, Dwight Parsely, as my co-pilot.  He went through Naval aviation training in SNJ’s, T-28’s and T-34’s and he was carrier qualified.  We departed Gladewater 07F on Saturday 7/21 @ 0700 in the fog, wx was clear when we got to the airport at 6:00 but ground fog moved in by take off, it was only about 50 ft. thick and clear above.  We made two stops, both times we bought fuel but the last one was also to meet friends, Dave Roberts from Nebraska and Roger Wells from Stratford, TX.  at Portage, WI.  We could now fly into OSH together and camp together in the Vintage aircraft camping area.  We had two Tri-pacers and my Comanche.  With Dave was a friend that he went to the Air Force Academy with, Earl Saunders.  Earl was a B-52 pilot before Vietnam and than volunteered to fly O-1’s (L-19) as a forward air controller in Vietnam.  After serving his year tour at a FAC, he got shot down once, he volunteered to fly anything else and they put him in B-52’s again but this time to drop bombs over Vietnam.  He also had been an Air Force Academy instructor for many years.  He had some great stories. During the week we ran into friends from the DFW area, Connecticut and East Texas.  We shopped and wandered through the beautiful airplanes the rest of the time.  The air shows were the usual “great” with a few new acts that were very refreshing.  One was the late Bobby Yonkin’s son, Matt, flying a replica Marvel Mystery Ship from the 1930’s.   Probably the best act for me was the stock 220 h.p. Stearman.  That was real flying, it was much better than the converted 450 or 600 h.p. modified Stearmans.  We had an interesting visit while at our campsite on the flight line watching the air show by a Japanese young man from the Aeronautics and Techno Research Museum in Tokyo, Japan.  He asked us in very broken English if we would fill out a questionnaire on general and sport aviation, which we did.  The questionnaire was concerning the type of flying we do and the aircraft we fly.  It was interesting and we enjoyed talking to the young man, it was his first time in the U.S. and he was in amazed at AirVenture.  This event brings folks from all over the world.  I met 5 men at our campsite that were from Australia.  Turned out they all owned Comanche’s.  During the week I also visited with people from Germany and Brazil.  We all spoke the same language, aviation.

On Tuesday I ran into Marion Blakely, the FAA administrator, while I was walking alone through Aero Shell Square.  She had two people with her going the opposite direction.  She had to move around me to get by but she sure noticed the pin and sticker I was wearing about “no to user fees”.  I even pointed to them as I passed.  AOPA and EAA were giving those pins and stickers to everyone.  They were on most people everyday.  I am sure this had to make an impression to her and other FAA officials that were there.

All good things must come to an end and on Wednesday we departed to come home.  We got in line to take off at 10 a.m. and by 10:25 we finally were number one for take off.  After departing we made our way south to Texas.  Going and coming we did not have a tailwind.  It was a rather slow journey home but the WX was good all the way.  We made one stop in Mobberly, MO. for $3.24 fuel.  At the Mobberly stop we shared our place at the pump with a nice family from Wichita in their Beautiful Howard DGA.  They were on their way home also.  I tried to trade him airplanes but he said he already owns a Comanche and didn’t need another one.  We made it back to 07F by 5:20 p.m.  Landing just before us was Arnold Phillips and his partner Robert Helt in their Bonanza on their return from OSH.    Jerry Gardner

  

