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“THE TAILDRAGGER”

EAA Chapter 972, Gladewater, Texas

Roger That by Roger Wieting. 

A Cardinal Joins the Family (the continuation from last month newsletter…)

A great family outing to Scottsdale, lots of new friends with Cardinals, information infusion akin to drinking from a fire hose -- and now I was riding down the street to the airport with a lady I had never met for a look at her airplane.  Now, as “Cardinal Fever” had started to come over me during the previous few months, I had looked at a few that were for sale (just LOOKING, mind you…!) but the seemingly disparate parameters of right year model, right condition, right color scheme, right avionics and right price just hadn’t presented themselves in significant combinations.  Then there was THIS plane—wow!  Everything seemed to fit.  A ’75 model with a paint scheme I liked, in great condition, low time, an almost-new King IFR stack and a GPS; even relatively new Airtex Carpet.  But shucks, I wasn’t exactly “ready” to take the plunge at that point—or was I…?  On the way back to the convention center, Susan said she really hadn’t decided whether to sell the plane or not; she was thinking she probably would, but didn’t expect to really decide for a couple of weeks or so.  But if she decided to sell, the price would be “this much”.  I couldn’t find anything wrong with this picture—except of course that I was thinking airplane ownership was a longer-term prospect for me.  Oh well, she was still thinking her situation over; I figured she’d probably decide to keep the plane anyway.

On the way back to Texas, the conversation with my wife went something like this:  “Well, let’s just say she decides to sell—what would you think about us becoming airplane owners…?”  “I suppose that would be OK”.  “Really?  You MEAN that?”  “Sure, why not?”  (Unbelievable!  This is all coming together too easily—but then again, there’s no way Susan will decide to sell that airplane.  And besides, we really should pray about a major decision like this…).  I guess it was about two weeks later when the phone rang one night:  “Hi Roger, this is Susan.   I have decided to sell my airplane—are you interested?”

The plane was based at Brackett Field in the LA Basin, between LAX and Ontario.  I needed to find a local mechanic for a pre-buy inspection; then there was the matter of me trying to get insurance for an RG, with about 100 hours total time and only ONE hour of retract time.  I was going to need 10 hours of dual to satisfy the insurance company that I was OK for solo RG flight (and then an additional 15 hours before I could carry passengers).  Remember Dean?  My friend from LeTourneau who had helped re-kindle my passion for aviation?  Dean had since joined a mission aviation organization and had moved his family to Southern California for his flight training and preparation for deployment.  In fact, he was living about 20 minutes away from Brackett field!  After just a couple of phone calls we had cooked up a plan for a pre-buy inspection by a mechanic he knew in the area and a flight from LA to GGG, with Dean, my CFI, in the right seat.  This flight would give me just about 10 hours of dual RG time.  Then Dean could spend a weekend in Longview visiting old friends and enjoy a ‘complementary’ commercial flight back to LA.

There were actually two trips, one for the pre-buy and one to close the deal and bring ‘90H back to Texas.  Our plan came off like clockwork.  The return trip was made entirely in clear skies and with a tailwind most of the way.  East out of the basin, then around Phoenix to the north, and a fuel stop at St John’s, NM.  A little jog to the south then placed us in position to buzz the Very Large Array, the group of large dish antennas situated on lines 120 degrees apart (the ones you often see in photos and sometimes in movies).  Having worked for years with some of the engineers who designed those antennas, it was a real treat to see them “up close and personal” like this!  We enjoyed a quick overnight in Roswell (looked for aliens, but alas, none spotted), then continued on to Texas the next day, with a fuel stop in Abilene (and lunch at Joe Allen’s) before arriving at GGG/Sunpoint late in the afternoon.

Accumulating flight hours was no problem now!  Soon, I was legal for carrying the family and we enjoyed some great trips over the next several years; Cardinal Club conventions in Green Bay, Colorado Springs, Michigan and Tucson.  Then, a move to New Jersey in 2000 brought some great chances to explore the Northeast before a return to Texas in 2002.

Now, after more than 10 years with us and 600 additional tach hours, N1590H seems to be asking for some things.  First of all, more flight hours, since the busyness of life has increased and our ability to ‘pick up and go’ has become quite limited.  Next, there is some additional TLC required.  Plastic interior parts don’t last forever; nor does upholstery or paint, for that matter.  And though Jessie continues to report strong engine parameters at the annuals it is time to start planning for overhaul –or replacement- of the power plant.  I’m looking forward to writing an article one of these days describing the joys of selecting engine/overhaul options, the finer points of interior refurbishment and/or getting paint done right…

What’s YOUR airplane ownership story?  I’d be willing to bet that your fellow club members would enjoy hearing the process you went through to become an owner.  Send it to Jerry and I’m sure he’ll figure out a way to get it in the newsletter.

Just a Reminder, No more Newsletter?  If you have not paid your 2007 chapter dues, you should not be getting the newsletter.  This may be your last issue.  Contact Robert Caldwell to pay up and continue to get the Newsletter and keep up with what is going on with the chapter.

June 14th Runway Gumbo Lunch and Young Eagle Rally.  This turned out to be a wash out.  We had about 3 inches of rain during the morning and much more in the afternoon.  However, Robert Caldwell, Harold Craig, Denny Renwick and Jerry Gardner showed up and loaded our New chapter trailer in Bart Robinett’s hangar. This has relieved Bart of all the chapter “stuff” in his hangar and put all our chapter belongings in one easy to get to mobile location.

Civilian Planes during the Attack on Pearl Harbor 1941.  Most of us are aware of one civilian plane that was up during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor from the movies or in literature.  I have just learned that there was more than one and some were actually shot down by the Japanese.   There were eight (8) up flying during the attack and all the airplanes except for one came under attack, three were actually shot down but only one of these was recovered, two were never found.  We actually have the time of day that two airplanes were shot down, around 0751 and 0754, this time was provided by Japanese records. There were three types of civilian aircraft in the air, an Interstate Cadet, 3 Aeronca’s and 4 Piper Cubs.

The Interstate Cadet was owned by Andrews Flying Service, two of the Aeronca’s were owned by Gambo Flying Service (one of these aircraft is on display at the Pacific Air Museum), and one Aeronca was owned by the Honolulu Jr. Chamber of Commerce flying Club (it is the first plane attacked, survived and is now owned by a Texan awaiting restoration.). The Piper Cubs were all owned by K–T Flying Service.  Of the Piper Cubs, one pilot was killed by strafing fire after he had landed, one was the first plane shot down and the pilot bailed out (?) and survived, the other two planes were shot down and the pilots were never recovered.  There has to be a movie in these stories.

One of the Aeronca’s flew directly into a formation of Japanese torpedo planes and was shot up by the rear gunner of one of the torpedo planes  The Aeronca pilot managed to get away and this aircraft is in the museum at Ford Island, at Pearl Harbor today.  The Interstate Cadet, which is similar to the Aeronca and Piper Cub in appearance, had Ms Cornelia Fort and her student practicing touch and goes and they were strafed but she made a quick landing and escaped.  In another of the Aeronca's, Ms Marguerite Gambo and her student were able dodge the Japanese planes and land at the same airport as Ms Fort between staffing by the Japanese.  All of these aircraft were small two seat aircraft with small Continental engines, a big threat to the Japanese.   Jerry Gardner, editor and David Aiken, Dr. of Pearl Harbor Associates, Inc.

And Flight Journal Mag.

New Young Eagle Flight, July 14th.  Please be available for the new and different YE rally at Henderson’s Rusk County airport.  The airport manager has asked us to help him promote his airport by having a YE rally on the airport.  He as picked this date and is setting up a pancake breakfast for that day.  We will need all help possible for this event to do ground work as well as flying the kids.  I understand there might be some free fuel for the aircraft involved, but this is up in the air and uncertain. We will need chapter members to do the ground work.  If you would like to do ground work, walking kids to airplanes, help Bill Vawter do paperwork, etc., let us know. You can plan to fly down Henderson in one of the aircraft.  Please RSVP to Bill or come to the chapter meeting on the 12th.  Please support your chapter.

Need a Chapter Shirt or Cap.  If you are involved with our chapter activities, pancake breakfasts, cook outs or YE flights, you need to represent the chapter by wearing a chapter shirt and or cap.  We still have a few left from the last shipment that Harold Craig received.  We have 3 large and 2 extra large shirts left and 18 ball caps.  Contact Robert if you are interested.

Going to AirVenture Oshkosh this Year?  Lot going on and to see.  Review the following to wet your appetite.  

F-22 Raptors will appear

C-17 Globemaster

Goodyear Blimp

Beach Boys Concert

U-2 Reconnaissance aircraft

60th Anniversary of Bonanza

Great Air Shows Daily

Over 10,000 airplanes and 2,500 show planes

Aviation legends; Bob Hoover, chuck Yeager, Steve Fossett and many more!

Outdoor Movies most every night.

Worlds largest general aviation expo

 

Plus for all military aviation history buffs, the following will be present:

Lone Star Flight Museum’s B-25, B-17, and Hawker Hurricane. 

The Commemorative Air Force’s Curtiss SB2C Helldiver, the world’s only flying example.

P-51 “Old Crow” with WWII veteran Col. Bud Anderson piloting.

The third-ranking fighter-pilot ace of all time, Luftwaffe pilot Günther Rall, and the T-6 that he flew after World War II.

Col. Bob “Shorty” Rankin, who shot down Rall and a P-47 that was part of the mission that shot down Rall.

A Flying Tigers Curtis P-40 and appearances by famed Flying Tigers ace Tex Hill.

An F4U Corsair

Lockheed P-38 “Glacier Girl” 

A Luftwaffe tri-motor Junkers JU-52.

Heritage flights with modern military aircraft.

And Much, Much More!!   

If you are going and have room in your airplane, we have friends that are looking for a ride and would be willing to share in the cost.  Please let us know ASAP. 

The following picture was taken at AirVenture ‘06 of a radial engine motorcycle.  I believe the engine is the R-2800 (cc) engine developed for experimental aircraft.  It is being produced in Australia(?).  It is in front of a T-28C.

the Japanese.   Jerry Gardner, editor and David Aiken, Dr. of Pearl Harbor Associates, Inc.

And Flight Journal Mag.

New Young Eagle Flight, July 14th.  Please be available for the new and different YE rally at Henderson’s Rusk County airport.  The airport manager has asked us to help him promote his airport by having a YE rally on the airport.  He as picked this date and is setting up a pancake breakfast for that day.  We will need all help possible for this event to do ground work as well as flying the kids.  I understand there might be some free fuel for the aircraft involved, but this is up in the air and uncertain. We will need chapter members to do the ground work.  If you would like to do ground work, walking kids to airplanes, help Bill Vawter do paperwork, etc., let us know. You can plan to fly down Henderson in one of the aircraft.  Please RSVP to Bill or come to the chapter meeting on the 12th.  Please support your chapter.

Need a Chapter Shirt or Cap.  If you are involved with our chapter activities, pancake breakfasts, cook outs or YE flights, you need to represent the chapter by wearing a chapter shirt and or cap.  We still have a few left from the last shipment that Harold Craig received.  We have 3 large and 2 extra large shirts left and 18 ball caps.  Contact Robert if you are interested.

Going to AirVenture Oshkosh this Year?  Lot going on and to see.  Review the following to wet your appetite.  

F-22 Raptors will appear

C-17 Globemaster

Goodyear Blimp

Beach Boys Concert

U-2 Reconnaissance aircraft

60th Anniversary of Bonanza

Great Air Shows Daily

Over 10,000 airplanes and 2,500 show planes

Aviation legends; Bob Hoover, chuck Yeager, Steve Fossett and many more!

Outdoor Movies most every night.

Worlds largest general aviation expo

 

Plus for all military aviation history buffs, the following will be present:

Lone Star Flight Museum’s B-25, B-17, and Hawker Hurricane. 

The Commemorative Air Force’s Curtiss SB2C Helldiver, the world’s only flying example.

P-51 “Old Crow” with WWII veteran Col. Bud Anderson piloting.

The third-ranking fighter-pilot ace of all time, Luftwaffe pilot Günther Rall, and the T-6 that he flew after World War II.

Col. Bob “Shorty” Rankin, who shot down Rall and a P-47 that was part of the mission that shot down Rall.

A Flying Tigers Curtis P-40 and appearances by famed Flying Tigers ace Tex Hill.

An F4U Corsair

Lockheed P-38 “Glacier Girl” 

A Luftwaffe tri-motor Junkers JU-52.

Heritage flights with modern military aircraft.

And Much, Much More!!   

If you are going and have room in your airplane, we have friends that are looking for a ride and would be willing to share in the cost.  Please let us know ASAP. 

The following picture was taken at AirVenture ‘06 of a radial engine motorcycle.  I believe the engine is the R-2800 (cc) engine developed for experimental aircraft.  It is being produced in Australia(?).  It is in front of a T-28C.

You may be a redneck pilot if...

...your wheel pants on your airplane have mud flaps with a 


chrome silhouette of a reclining nude.

...If you have to buzz your airstrip to chase off the livestock.

...you would not be caught dead in a Grumman Yankee.

...you consider a formation flight as a convoy.

…your luggage you fly with has Piggly Wiggly printed on the bags.

...you have fuzzy dice hanging from you compass.

 Coming Aviation Events

July 12  EAA 972 meeting 

July 14  EAA 972 Young Eagle Rally at Henderson, TX airport.  




  Help Needed!!!!!

July 23-29  EAA Air Venture Oshkosh, WS. 

Aug 11  Chpt. 972 Ladies Night Dinner 

Sept 15  Pancake B’fast Chpt. 972 (07F)

 More to come……………………

