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Newsletter– March 2007

Roger That! GUMBO OR BUST !! By Roger Wieting

Well, it wasn’t for lack of desire or effort, but the WX just didn’t cooperate for the Runway Gumbo lunch we had planned on Saturday, Feb 24.  The forecasts had taken a nasty turn several days before hand, but shucks, how many times have you seen a forecast for a beautiful day fade away as the storm clouds gather?  Alas, the deterioration of a great weather forecast is NOT a reversible process.  Guess it’s more like a ‘second law’ thing—going from order to chaos seems to be the natural condition.  (Who got me onto philosophy, anyway…?)  With seemingly equal tugs from camps saying:  “HURRY UP AND CALL THIS THING OFF!” and “WE’RE HAVING THIS THING NO MATTER WHAT!” I guess a declaration of “bust” around 7:30 Saturday morning wasn’t too bad.
 

About half a dozen of us showed up at the airport Saturday morning anyway “just because” and we did manage to accomplish a few things.  Beyond watching Bart continue preparation of his rotisserie-baked MG, Bill Vawter readied trash cans with captive lids for the new picnic area and we all spent a little time sizing up our inventory of chapter stuff to help determine the best size of trailer to pursue.  The result of our highly analytical evaluation led us to a conclusion:  The Chapter should purchase a trailer approximately 14’L X 7’W X 6’T, with three doors and a single axle.  This should provide plenty of room and load carrying capacity for all of our stuff and then some, and offer the lowest possible cost of ownership.  You will be asked to vote on spending the necessary funds (about $2500, give or take) at the March meeting, so please give it some thought before Thursday night.

 

Did you catch that little mention above about a “new picnic area”?  You may recall that at the February meeting we discussed moving the picnic tables that have been located behind Bart’s hangar up to the grassy area behind the terminal building.  I think the context of that discussion was setting up a nice place to serve meals for the Gusher Days event, but Jerry Gardner and Bill Vawter got on the stick well ahead of that schedule.  On Friday the 23rd these two guys moved the tables, pressure-washed them and treated them with “water seal”.  They situated them in the grass behind the terminal and also anchored a trash can nearby, thus defining a new picnic area that the Chapter (and other visitors) can now use.  As much as I liked being ‘tucked away’ in the back corner of the airport when we had meal functions, I think this new area will help us attract  and accommodate visitors and generally help liven up ol’ 07F a little.  Great job Jerry & Bill—Thanks!!  (Rumor also has it that Gregg Dohrer made a cameo appearance for this activity; just in time to participate as a viewer of the new picnic area upon completion.  Still a rigorous planner, that Gregg…!)

 

In my column last time, I encouraged the Chapter members to plan fly-outs for lunch, etc., on a regular basis.  We discussed this at the February meeting and had a great response, settling quickly on Sulphur Springs for Saturday, February 10th.  We had a great time, with four planes from 07F and three from Holly Lake International congregating for lunch at the Red Barn for lunch (actually breakfast for some, lunch for others).  Aside from some controversy over who was supposed to leave which airport and what the actual departure time was supposed to be, we all had a good time and enjoyed a good meal.  We had decided at the last meeting to generally plan a fly-out on the Saturday immediately after each meeting.  Cliff Moore has made the suggestion of going to Brenham, TX next time, which will be March 10th.  This is a longer trip, but one that sounds like a lot of fun—we can firm it up at the March meeting.  One thing we do need to work on is getting non-drivers matched up with empty seats on planes.  We had PLENTY of open seats on the Sulphur Springs outing.  I suggest we make a clear effort to match up people wanting to ride along with planes planning to go—at the Thursday meetings.

 

One other thing I’d like to toss out is the idea for a regular report on the monthly fly-out.  How about having the person who picks the venue write a short summary report for the newsletter, describing the event and the venue?  The newsletter could always use more content submitted by more authors.

 

Unfortunately for me, business travel calls me away at a bad time once again, as I will be in Australia when the March meeting is in progress (sorry, Garnet!) and I won’t be getting back until just about the time the last Tri-Pacer returns from Brenham.  Until the April meeting, or until I might see you in the meantime, stay safe and enjoy aviation!

The J-3 Piper Cub has be a fixture in aviation since the mid 1930’s.  Even today some people call all small airplanes Piper Cubs, even though they may be a Cessna, Cherokee or even a Bonanza.  I have a question about the Cubs that I bet you can not answer.  I know I could not until I researched it.  The first Cub was called the E-2 and later Cubs were call the J-2 and the famous J-3 Cub.  What does the “J” stand for?  The answer will be buried in the newsletter.

Aviation Debate Pick Up and Jeopardizes our Right to Fly.  A very serious debate over upgrading the nations half century old aviation system is taking off with doom and gloom predictions from commercial airlines and owners of private aircraft.  This is serious and all GA and Sport Pilots should take notice and contact their Representatives in Washington and Texas.  If you think this is not serious, you need to read what AOPA and EAA have to say about it.  The government wants to update the present system and get rid of the way that they have been paying for up grades.  They want you and I to pay our share(?).  It would replace the 7.5% excise tax on passenger airlines with a system.  They want to tax us by over tripling our fuel taxes to around 70 cents a gallon, at least, an we would start paying for services such as FSS, weather briefings, medicals, etc…  They want us to share equally with the commercial airlines, even though we use a fraction of the controlled airfields and services that the airlines do.  We use the smaller facilities that are less congested and use a smaller usage of FAA services.  This does not matter to them because we are all aircraft and they lump us all together.  If you do not get off you’re rear and write your congressman, than you deserve what will happen.  This is not idle talk, this is in the new budget and is going to happen if we the people do not speak up.  Please write someone.  Editor  

Flight Emergency Takes Precedent.  A scary thing happened back on August 31 with an American Airlines Boeing 757 full of passengers.  The report on this just came out on February 21 after an FAA investigation.

The airliner pilot contacted the air traffic controllers (ATC) that he was having an emergency and needed to land immediately at DFW airport.  He said that he was not sure if he had a fuel leak or what but he needed to get on the ground right away because he was running out of fuel.  He did use the magic word “emergency” and ATC gave him immediate clearance to DFW.  It wasn’t not until he talked to the tower controller at DFW airport when he ran into problems.  This controller told them that they, airliner, could not use the runway he wanted “17 center” but another runway landing the opposite direction and the one that all the traffic was using at that time.  Runway 17 (170 degrees on the compass) was the most direct runway for the airliner and the fastest to get on the ground.

Being a pilot for 42 years, I am familiar with that word “emergency” and once you use it ATC grants all your wishes and gets everyone out of your way.  They want you safely on the ground as fast as possible.  After reading all the reports, this airline pilot gave into the controller’s wishes and was bullied to follow the other traffic, no matter what his problem was.  Luckily he got on the ground safely but it could have turned out much worse with serious consequences.   The pilot has ultimate command of the situation once he declares an emergency and he should have been insistent and landed on whatever runway he wanted, they would have cleared a path for him.

The final report came out on February 21st said the controller was wrong and because of this all the controllers at the DFW facility have to go through special training.  That’s all?  Editor

February 10th Fly Out, Great!  It was so refreshing to see a good turn out for the fly out that Roger is trying to crank up again.  A long time ago we used to do this in our EAA chapter 727 out of Tyler and we had fabulous results.  Our chapter grew and we  even had some days that we had more people than seats available.  I hope that happens with us at 972.  had   We had We had seven planes go but only 11 people, that left 17 empty seats.  All the non pilots that went were family members.  What happened to all of our non-pilot members and members that are pilots but no airplane?  This is for all members and we would love to share rides.  It was a beautiful day, one of the few we have had this year, with clear skies, hardly any winds and cool temperatures.  Everything was in order but we could not fill our seats.  The 07F pilots, four aircraft, waited around until 11 a.m. to find passengers, but none showed.  Why?  The next fly out will be a 150 mile trip to Brenham.  It will be a longer ride but should be more fun.  I hope more will show up this time.  However, Roger and I will not be available for this trip, we will be along in spirit.  Hope you show up.  Editor 

Gusher Days Fly-in  Please remember that your chapter is involved with Gusher Days and we need your help at the fly-in.  We will be cooking two meals and there will be other duties to perform at this event.  Please come to the March and April meetings and offer your help.  If you can help, please give me a call, 903-530-2172 We need you.  

Jerry Gardner

Demon WP I found a product that gets rid of mud dabbers and spiders from my house exterior and hangar interior.  These little creatures are a pain to everyone in East Texas and can be deadly to pilots.  It is a never ending battle to clean up after them and chase them away.  It is a serious reason why we do a thorough prefight on your aircraft and/or one you rent.

A couple years ago I went to my friendly neighborhood farm chemical store and told him of my battle with spiders and mud dabbers.  He said I should try a product that is on the market for the reason to get rid of these pests once and for all.  I was skeptical but said I would try it.  It cost me $12 for an envelope with 4 small little water soluble packages.  Each package is enough to mix in a one gallon pump sprayer with water.  At my home we have a patio that is under cover and the mud dabbers love it.  I can clean up their mud nests and in 24 hours I can have them back building away.  They never seem to go away.  So, I cleaned all the brick off of nests and sprayed the brick down with a light coat of this chemical/water mix.  The mud dabbers and spiders have not been back in two years!  It is amazing how this stuff works.  This week I cleaned all the spider webs and mud dabbers out of my hangar and completely sprayed down all the steel beams and metal with a light coat of Demon WP.  For the past few days, I have not seen a live spider in the hangar.  I believe in this chemical and it does work.  I suggest if you have mud dabbers and pitot tubes and little static vents that get plugged up by bugs, you need to try this.   My agricultural chemical guy said this is really mean stuff and you should be careful with it.  However it does not smell or leave any color residue.  It can be used inside of a house to get rid of all kinds of creatures; spiders, ants, mites, and fleas and termites.  However, I have not used it in the house, only outside.  It is called Demon WP and it is made by Syngenta.  Watch the price though, it should sell for $12 to $15.  One popular chemical store in Tyler sells it for over $20 a package.  Buyer be aware.  But give it a try.  Editor

Notable Quotable Lingo  “

Meatball”= the Fresnel lens light system that provides vertical approach guidance to the deck of an aircraft carrier.  It is gyrostabilized to compensate for certain amount of heave and roll.

“COD” - Carrier Onboard Delivery airplane.

“Commander’s Moon”- Full moon night.

“Suspend” - don’t shoot me off the catapult; I’m not ready.

“Vultures Row” - a walkway overlooking the landing area on a carrier.

What is the Popes’ Airplane Called in Flight?  Almost everyone knows what the Presidents aircraft call sign is when he is on board; Air Force One, Marine One (Marine Helicopter), Navy One (when he was flying the S-3 on board a carrier a couple years ago.)  What about the Pope’s call sign when he is on board?  Holy Father One?  The Pope Cycle?  No, it is called Shepherd One.    AOPA Pilot Mag.

J Cubs.  J standing for Jamouneau, as in Walter Jamouneau.  But the changes to the fundamental Cub design were unacceptable to the company founder Gilbert Taylor.  William Piper bought the company and kept the J which stands for Walter Jamouneau.  Mr. Taylor was fired and went on to start the new Taylorcraft Aviation Company of Alliance, Ohio. 

The Blue Angels.  Did you know the Blue Angel Navy Demonstration team was named after a famous New York City nightclub?  It is true.  They were named after the New York city nightclub by the same name “the Blue Angel” on east 54 street and the 1931 film by the same name with Marlene Dietrich.  This is according to AOPA Pilot magazine, Feb. ’07 

