EAA972 Newsletter– February 2007

Roger That!! Flying out is fun !!

The statement above borrows restaurant industry jargon from years back, when the slogan was “eating out is fun!” Actually, both sentiments are true and actually an even better idea is: “Flying out to eat is fun!!” Of course, most of us in GA recognize this—everybody understands the concept of the $100 Hamburger.That being said, it is also true that Chapter 972 has not always been the most active when it comes to getting together for weekend flyouts. Of course, we do our own share of hosting “Fly In” breakfasts so that other folks can “fly OUT” and beyond that, we all have things competing for our Saturday mornings. But wouldn’t we generally have a better club experience if we got together with some regularity and explored the surrounding area by plane? It’s been talked about before and personally, I think it merits renewed discussion.Breakfast or lunch in Lancaster is always fun; the “red barn” in Sulphur Springs is convenient; and you can get some darn good bar-b-que at “Carl’s”, adjacent to Weiser Field in Houston, just and hour and a half or so away (OK--maybe 45 minutes for Garnet…). For a more adventurous outing, how about “Gaston’s” on the White River in northern Arkansas? In addition to a great restaurant (adjacent to a long grass strip), they have overnight accommodations and offer lots in the way of fishing. Any chance we could organize an overnight or weekend flight? And how many other interesting places are out there, within striking distance of 07F…? I would like to make it a point in each chapter meeting to have a little discussion on fly-out ideas; maybe we can start putting some outings together. In fact, it would really be nice to have someone volunteer to serve as a fly-out “scout” and all around idea person. With more plentiful good ideas for outings, the likelihood of us organizing successful events will increase. Are YOU our fly-out scout?While I was disappointed that I could not make the first meeting of 2007 (trust me, I would rather have been with the Chapter than on a business trip), from all I have heard and read, it sounds as if it was a good one. I see that we snuck in a Chapter lunch event for February, which is fine by me—the more the merrier! Wonder if Bart will give up the gumbo recipe (or will we need to concoct our own *special* formula for ’07?). 

Wish I could have seen Robert’s presentation on his Ercoupe project—isn’t this kind of presentation just perfect for a local EAA chapter?! Further to the recent discussions on a means of storing of Chapter “stuff”, Robert Caldwell has already responded to the call for a trailer search with some photos of a rig he spotted in Wills Point. It’s actually a fireworks stand on a 16’ trailer—while the price and size seem to fit our needs, the “style” and condition probably do not. We can share some photos at the next meeting; the main thing is that it’s great to see some input already. And I just learned that Jerry has a lead on an enclosed trailer and he will be checking it out soon. Everyone keep those eyes peeled! Well folks, so far I have dodged the bullet of having a business trip land on top of the meeting for February, so I am looking forward to seeing you on February 8th. 

Until then, may you have blue skies and tailwinds. 


President, Roger Wieting.

Don’t Forget Valentines Day!! If you enjoy flying and doing your thing 

at the airport, be sure you take care of your wife. Do not forget Valentines day on the 14th.

Yearly Dues Do at this Time. Be sure to pay your dues that are do now. 

Dues are $20 a year.

Gusher Days Fly-In  As you know by now, we at chapter 972 are putting together a fly-in to co-ordinate with the City of Gladewater’s Gusher Days celebration. We have done this with some success in the past and we have had some failures do to weather. This year we will try again, April 21st. We will need major support from our chapter members , not just pilots but everyone, especially everyone. We are planning a pancake breakfast, Runway Gumbo lunch. We will be inviting all the aircraft type clubs to come and participate and I have contacted the CAP, Sky Divers and flight school on 07F to set up booths to tell about their organizations. We will need to set up an EAA and Young Eagle booth as well. I have asked Charlie Mouton to offer a fuel discount for that day. Please come to the next chapter meeting to hear about our plans as well as sign up to participate and help take charge. 

Thank you. 









Editor 

MIG-17 in Annual Teardown. At the HAMM museum on Tyler Pounds Field Randy Ball’s MIG-17 is now going through it’s annual inspection. Every year every civilian airplane has to do this, but commercial aircraft call this inspection a 100 hour inspection.Randy is now, with the help of yours truly and many HAMM volunteers who enjoy working on the MIG, are pulling the tail section and exposing the engine and all the controls. Everything in the airplane will have to be looked at and repaired, if necessary, for it to be licensed to fly another year. I have to do the same to my ‘59 Comanche. (Interesting that Randy’s MIG was built in December of 1959 and my Piper Comanche was built in November 1959.) He does not expect any real problems to come up during this inspection but you still have to check everything out.

As an interesting side note, Randy was telling me about a purchase he is involved in this year and is now in the works. He is working to trade his F-86D that was in Frontiers of Flight museum in Dallas for an F-86E model that is a flying aircraft. The F-86D is restored externally for display but not flyable. The F-86E is a flying airplane and a grand champion at the EAA AirVenture airshow a couple years ago. Randy is going in partners with another pilot on the aircraft and both will fly it to airshows around the country.

This is going to happen and we will to see an F-86 in the skies over 

Tyler and East Texas soon. 







Editor

Want to fly a Real Me-262 German Luftwaffe Jet Fighter? This is not joke but fact that can be done. Collings Foundation, the organization that is flying a B-17, B-24, and B-25 around the country and selling rides, now has a restored two seat Me-262 jet fighter that you can actually pilot, with an instructor pilot in the back seat, that they are beginning to take on tour. This is a real once in a life time opportunity. Just go to 

http://www.collingsfoundation.org/ 

and check it out. 

[image: image1.emf]

[image: image2.emf]


If you would like to ride in their B-17, B-24 and B-25, they will be at Denton in March and than to Dallas Love Field. You need to book now to take a ride. I am planning on flying over and riding. 

Come join me in Denton. 3/12 - 3/14 Denton, TX (B-17, B-24 & B-25) Airport: Denton Municipal Airport Location: General Aviation Ramp and

3/15 - 3/21 Dallas, TX (B-17, B-24 & B-25) Airport: Dallas Love Field 

Location: Frontiers of Flight Museum

EAA B-17G “Aluminum Overcast” Had Another Gear Problem. 

Back in November Aluminum Overcast was on tour through Oklahoma and Texas but had to cut the tour short. While making a donation flight over Houston one gear leg would not extend. They tried and retired the gear electrically and manually but no joy. They communicated with maintenance in Oshkosh, they continued to try and after about an hour, they got both mains down and locked and landed successfully. This started a sequence of gear maintenance events that changed the entire schedule. Austin got cancelled, Oklahoma City got cancelled and the airplane flew back to Tulsa to the Tulsa Technology Center’s huge facility to rework the landing gear. Oshkosh maintenance specialists from the EAA Kermit Week’s Center came in and stayed a day and half until the gear matter was completely resolved.As you might remember, back in 2005 they had gear problems after landing in Long Beach, California and had the gear collaps after landing roll out on the taxiway. This, as you can imagine, caused serious damage and the aircraft was down for much of 2005 and 2006. This is something no one wanted repeated.        Editor and help from Charles Harris in Tulsa.
Piper Pacer (PA-22/20) For Sale A good friend of mine has his Pacer up for sale. It is an excellent airplane and a great buy. You will not find one this well equipted. An IFR aircraft with more extras than you can afford to buy.

Airframe 3091

Eng. TT 3248


SMOH 747

STOH 80


Prop OH 747


$42,900

Owner is a Southwest Airlines captain and used it to commute from Cuero to Houston. Great airplane.  Contact:
N9010D@yahoo.com  
to see all details and pictures.
