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“Make New Year’s Resolutions Count” – that’s the title of a Budd Davisson article in the January 2007 issue of Plane & Pilot magazine.  In this article, Davisson provides twelve month-by-month ideas for enhancing the pilot/ownership experience by committing to everything from getting a jump on your annual inspection in January to logging time in three totally different airplanes in November, to getting an earlier start on the following year’s annual in December…

So now we have yet another suggestion for challenging ourselves to refine our approach to life as a new year begins.  And while I have to admit that I’m not big on new year’s resolutions per se, I do see value in sometimes pausing to step back, take stock and perhaps re-think some “why’s” and “how’s”.  The new EAA 972 officers for 2007 did just that a few days before Christmas, over an inspirational dinner at Guadalupe’s and continuing ‘around the table’ at the 07F terminal building.

We started off with a broad focus, discussing a couple of open-ended questions:  First, what’s good about our club as it exists today?  The leading answer:  “The people in the club” (and that’s good—just think of the ramifications if that were not among the leading answers…!).  We also discussed some of the good activities we traditionally host/participate in and agreed that we need to carry most of these forward.  Then we discussed a second question:  “What’s not so good about our club?”  (Ouch!!).  What do you think the leading answer was?

The leading answer to the “not so good” question was basically that we have a poor venue for our meetings.  Just to be clear, NOBODY was registering a complaint about Guadelupe’s, the unofficial springboard to each month’s meeting; it was all about the terminal building at 07F.  And the problem isn’t location; it’s condition--which I’m sure comes as no surprise to any of us.  A more quality setting for our meetings would provide for a more positive club experience, we reckoned.  This led naturally to a discussion of our rather substantial bank balance and how/when best to spend it.  A better (not necessarily different) meeting place was naturally high on the list; a place to “call our own” would really be great!  Then there’s also the matter of where to store chapter stuff.  We came up with some good ideas and we’ll be talking about those in the coming months.  Suffice it to say, “now” is the time to do some longer range planning and we need to have the mindset of working with the airport board, toward everyone’s mutual benefit.  Watch this space for more news on the subject.

Of course we also discussed the activities we want to host and/or participate in during the coming year.  The list we compiled is provided later in this newsletter and will be discussed at the January meeting (with Garnett presiding, as I’ll be out of town on business).  Although the list is subject to change as conditions warrant, this seems to give us a good schedule of events with high success probabilities.  One thing we didn’t get on the schedule, but should, is proposed dates for Young Eagle flights.  And I would like to encourage everyone to assist Bill Vawter in finding qualified groups of kids who we can invite to participate in this most important facet of EAA.

Before I close this column for January, I think it would be appropriate to thank those whose club status changed from “officer” to “member” at the end of 2006.  Bart, Sharlene and Kelly are long-time driving forces in Chapter 972, as I am sure you know.  Their dedication and leadership have been much appreciated and theirs will be big shoes to fill.  I also want to thank those who have agreed to serve as officers for 2007.  It’s hard to imagine anyone doing a better job than Bill does of coordinating Young Eagles.  Jerry has been Newsletter Editor for more cumulative years than he may like to remember, but he still does an outstanding job.  And Denny, Robert and Garnett have stepped into officer’s roles this year, rounding out the new leadership—thanks guys.

Here’s to a great 2007!  I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your club president and I look forward to having a great year with each of you.




Roger Wieting

2007 Schedule of Activities

These were suggested, not in concrete, during the December board meeting and will be discussed at the January meeting.  Please be there to put in your 2 cents worth.

March:  “Runway Gumbo” (Lunch Event)

April:
Gladewater “Gusher Days” Participation ~ 
Possibilities…



Breakfast



Lunch



Aircraft Taxi Line



GA/EAA 972 Booth

May:
Lunch Event

June:
Lunch Event

July: 
Breakfast Event and/or July 4th Picnic

August:  Ladies’ Dinner

September:
Breakfast Event

October:  1.)  Breakfast Event


     2.)  Reklaw

November:
Lunch or Breakfast Event

December:  1.)  Holly Lake YE Flight


         2.)  Annual Christmas Party

Editors comment on this schedule:  One thing that was discussed was that if we stay active with flying events, than the chapter will grow.  The money from these events will help in obtaining a better meeting place or towards remodeling our present meeting place.  It is extremely important that we have your input into this idea, so be sure to attend the January meeting.

Pilots Wisdom

At pilots training back in the Army Air Corps they taught us,  “Always try to keep the number of landings you make equal to the number of take offs you make.”

unknown author

F-35 Lockheed Martin Corp Ft Worth.  On December 15th the new F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) made it maiden flight, it was completely successful flight.  I happened to have been in town that day and would have loved to have watched it fly.  As a matter of fact, many folks knew about the flight and there were crowds around the fences at the Old Carswell Air Force Base to watch it fly.  It made the flight with two F-16 as escorts and chase planes.  

This new fighter is to replace the F-16, F-18, and A-10 in the Air Force, Navy and Marines.  In the Marine Corps it will replace the Harriers.  Over 4,500 are expected to be built in Ft Worth over the next 20 years at a cost of $275 Billion, that is with a B.  The Marine aircraft will be quite different, it will be a vertical take off model as is the Harrier but will look the same as the rest of the models.

Many more test flights will be made over the next couple years.  I hope to see you at the fence in the future.

Editor 

Jodel D-9 For Sale Locally in Tyler.  I received the following email about this airplane.

“I just wanted to pass the word that there is a gentleman in Tyler with a Jodel D-9 project that he would like to sell.

The aircraft was finished in the early 60’s, had flown, and then was damaged in a hangar collapse.  Repairs were made, and then the builder/owner passed away.

The current owner worked mostly on the canopy, instrument panel, and the installation of a Subaru EA-81 1800cc direct drive engine conversion.

The plans and documentation are in good shape, and plans are still available from Falconer.

The original engine for this airplane was a 36HP VW.  With this engine it will fly at 105mph with an open cockpit.

Price is $2,000 without the Subaru engine.  This includes a panel with many new instruments.  The Subaru EA-81 1800cc engine is available for $1,000 with the direct drive conversion parts.  It was tested with a torque meter type test stand at 55HP.

The wing is the area where this project needs a lot of work.

I think the landing gear could be converted to the Diel gear for a KR-2.  Original gear is included.

The Jodel D-9 is an all wood, single place, low wing aircraft with conventional gear.  There are number of these aircraft flying in Europe, and some in Australia. See www.jodel.com (but look out for pop-ups).”  End of Email.

The owner is a friend and fellow EAA’er, Jerald Debenport.  He is retired and was a TJC teacher.  I have seen this airplane and the workmanship he put into this airplane.  It is excellent and will be a good buy at this price.  Jerald is an honest and straightforward individual.  If you want info on this project, give me a call and I will give you Jerald’s number.




Jerry Gardner, editor

DEDICATED TO ALL THOSE WHO FLEW BEHIND ROUND ENGINES 

We have got to get rid of those turbines, they're ruining aviation and our hearing...

A turbine is too simple minded, it has no mystery. The air travels through it in a straight line and doesn't pick up any of the pungent fragrance of engine oil or pilot sweat.

Anybody can start a turbine. You just need to move a switch from "OFF" to "START" and then remember to move it back to "ON" after a while. My PC is harder to start.

Coming Attractions:

Jan 11, 07  EAA 972 Meeting

Jan 13   Fajita Fly In   Lufkin (KLFK)

Jan 20, 07  Wings and Wheels Fly In Houston Hobby airport (KHOU)

Jan. 20, 07  Fly In Breakfast  CAP  Pounds Field (TYR)

Feb. 17 Fly In Breakfast CAP Pounds Field (TYR)    This will be a monthly event.

Jul 23-  OSH

More to come.............

