EAA 972 Newsletter      November 2006

Thanks to all who participated with Dave and Marcia Mason’s fly-in at REKLAW this year, both at the fly-in itself and the projects leading up to it. I know they appreciate your help because without a bunch of volunteers an event of this scale wouldn’t be possible. Chapter 972 always goes above and beyond for this event and 2006 was no exception. The weather on Friday was fair and windy but Saturday was about perfect so there was lots of traffic again. Dave will have the final numbers at our next meeting I expect but for the record we served over 600 lunches this year. We served from 11:30 AM till 2:00 PM, which was about 40 minutes longer than last year to serve approximately to same number of people. 

I hope everyone who participated had a good time, especially those of you who hadn’t done it before. Those of us who have been involved in this for 10 years or more surely appreciate the new blood. I suggest that all of you who participated this year give some thought now to next year so we can let Dave and Marcia know as soon as possible what they can expect from 972 next year. I know that this year some other groups and Chapters waited till very late in the year to let them know they wouldn’t participate at the same level as in the past.


This month will be Chapter Officer elections. The slate of officers, which will be presented at the next meeting, is as follows:


President

Roger Wieting


Vice Pres

Garnet McClure


Treasurer

Robert Caldwell


Secretary

Denny Renwick


Newsletter

Jerry Gardner


YE Coordinator
Bill Vawter

At this time the slate of proposed officers IS NOT CLOSED! Don’t let the fact that most of the slots are full prevent you from volunteering to serve. We’ll discuss all this at the next meeting and try to finalize the list for a ballot to be disseminated to the members via e-mail for voting after the November meeting. The transfer of offices will take place at the Christmas Party.

The following was suppose to be in the October Newsletter.  

Well Sharlene and I missed the last pancake breakfast of the year due to the fact that we “had to go to Colorado”. Hey somebody has to do it! According to Jerry Gardener, who presided in my stead, things went pretty well in spite of questionable weather. Thanks Jerry, and others, who stepped forward to take over in order to keep our program of monthly activities on track. Sharlene and I had a nice trip. A little weather on the way out that required an approach to Plainview, TX and some in the valley between Santa Fe and Alamosa that we were able to stay out of. Most of the time when we were there the temps were in the high 6o’s during the day and low 30’s at night. We did have one night at 20 and it snowed a bit mid week. The aspen were just starting to turn colors, we were a bit early this year, but the airport PACHANGA party went well, in spite of 20 knot winds. When we left there was some weather in west Texas so we opted to go over La Vita pass, then direct home via Oklahoma. We made it back in 3:40 flying time mostly at 13,500 feet, and burned 44 gallons of fuel. When we took off it was 44 degrees and when we landed it was a balmy 86 which was pretty nice compared to the 90’s of just a few days before.


October is usually a busy month for Chapter 972. There is something aviation oriented almost every weekend this month and of course we have our commitment to Dave and Marcia’s fly-in at REKLAW. I hope some of you who haven’t been able to help with the clean up and preparation weekends before the fly-in will make an effort to make yourselves available to Dave this year. I know he appreciates your help and there’s just too much to do if we all wait till Friday the 27th to show up. Again this year our Chapter will be responsible for the Saturday lunch, preparation for which starts right after breakfast Saturday morning. It takes at least 10 members and or family to pull this off and there’s room for as many to participate who have an interest. Please plan to come. If the weather is good we’ll serve at least 600 meals that day. 


High on the agenda for the next meeting will be approval of a sleight of officers for the coming year. At our last meeting I was gratified that some people, with a bit of subtle prodding, were willing to step forward and offer to serve. I’ve been in contact with Roger Weiting and Bill Vawter, who has graciously offered to serve as Chapter President next year. Although I understand Roger’s reluctance to move up from VP to President, due to his work schedule offering him limited time he has agreed to accept the job. 

THE EAGLE’S NEST  Bill Vawter, Y. E. coordinator   Thought I would surprise our editor and get an article out for this issue of the chapter newsletter. I hope that he doesn’t have a heart attack since this will be my first one this year.


What I want to do is let the members who aren’t aware of the program, be made aware of the chapter’s involvement in the Young Eagle program, so all of you that are involved set back and enjoy.


This program was established to fly 1 million youngsters 8 – 17 by the 100 year anniversary of the Wright Brothers flight at Kitty Hawk. That goal was obtained well before that date and is continuing to grow through the dedication of the various members of the chapters throughout the world who are willing to contribute their tine, aircraft and money toward this goal. You do not have to have an aircraft in order to participate in this program. We always need someone on the ground to handle paperwork and help control the youngsters.


Thus far the chapter has flown 1912 young eagles. We have three that are leading the pack with over 200 flown. Jerry Gardner – 286; Wayne Collins – 245 and Bart Robinett with 218. Congratulations you guys. The beauty of all this is that it has been accident free.


We were able to get the make up flight in on 14 October. We couldn’t have asked for a more perfect day for flying. The only thing that marred the occasion was the lack of the students that were to have shown up. We had only 9 to come out, but they enjoyed the incident along with some of the parents that Garnet flew in his Mooney.                     
Gene Humphrey and Nathan Lowthorp were indoctrinated into the program by having the chance to fly some of the kids. Gene in his fine Tri-pacer and Nathan, after finding where Gladewater was and not having to set down in a field, in a J-3 Cub. Bart, Gene Humphrey, Nathan, Garnet McClure and myself did the flying while Denny and Robert Caldwell did the paperwork Thanks to all of you.


Our next flight will be at Holly Lake International on 2 December. I only hope that the weather will be more cooperative than last year, which so far it really hasn’t been this year. We will operate out of the usual hanger on the west end as in the past and afterwards move down to my house for lunch. This year it will be barbque, so all who want to bring a side dish contact my wife, Erma, and let her know what you will bring. 
Remember, if you can’t fly and want to drive out, contact me and I will give you directions to Holly Lake so that you and your spouse can enjoy the companionship that the chapter has. In other words, lay back relax and enjoy it.

Christmas Dinner Set.  We have our Christmas dinner set for Saturday 12/9.  It will be held at the same building in Gladewater where we had the Ladies Dinner last summer.
At the November  9 meeting we will have to get volunteers to help set up the facility for the dinner and start getting volunteers for what food and what side dishes we will need.  The chapter as usual will provide the meat but the balance of the meal will be side dishes brought by you.  We will have the ever popular white elephant gift exchange game at the dinner also.  Please bring a wrapped present for everyone that comes with you.  Value of the gift should not exceed $10.  Please attend the monthly meeting.  If you can not attend the meeting, please call me, RSVP, with your side dish selection.  903-595-6222 Jerry Gardner.  Thanks.

