EAA 972 Newsletter      September 2006
Our chapter: Well good for you Bill Vawter! The weather finally cooperated and we got the Discovery Science Place kids flown at last. Not as many as at the first two tries but the ones who came had a good time and were good kids, as usual. The Pancake Breakfast came off well too, in spite of some issues with one of the cookers, and we had several visitors from the Dallas area. Our next and last Pancake breakfast of the year will be September 23. Please try to make this one if you haven’t this year. If the weather is nice we should have a good group since the word seems to be getting around. By the way, thanks Cliff Moore for doing the coffee duty.


We’re about to arrive at that point in the year when it’s time to start selecting new officers for the coming year. We need to hold elections in November for new officers to take over in January 07. If you’ll recall my first Prez Sez in January of this year I discussed the need for the Chapter to grow and for new faces to rise to the top in leadership positions. The time has come folks, to get off the pot. I’m going to suggest one small change in our usual way of recruiting new officers. Since by tradition the VP moves up to the President’s position, I suggest that Roger Wieting and I be the nominating committee. One or both of us will contact various members of the Chapter with a request that they serve in an official capacity. In the meantime each of you should be considering how you’ll respond should you be asked, or even better, call Roger or me and volunteer your services. 



Generally I think we’ve had a good year. Our membership is up slightly and we haven’t lost anyone. Participation at Chapter Events has been good and the format change to monthly activities, including the Runway Gumbo lunch, has attracted participants from quite a distance. I suggest we keep that up, and I’ll volunteer to keep cooking and train my replacement. The Ladies Dinner, by all accounts, was a success and something we’d like to continue. Our Christmas party is upcoming and we need a party committee for that, any volunteers?


Our Young Eagles program, thanks to Bill Vawter, has been successful again in spite of the fact that we are a small Chapter. The YE flights are, to me at least, one of the most enjoyable aspects of my membership in EAA and Chapter 972. I hope others feel the same way and that someone would come forward and offer to help Bill set up and promote this activity. I know it’s expensive but if we try to have them at the same time we’re doing a monthly activity it means we’re not allocating any more of our limited leisure time and after it’s over we’re all in one place so the opportunity for Chapter members to fly with other members is enhanced. Let’s try to keep it up, offer the opportunity in a way that encourages participation by kids who have a real interest in aviation, or learning, and continue to enjoy ourselves together.


Like most organizations of this type, Chapter 972 has a few people at any given time who step up and are willing to make things happen. Denny Renwick and I are the last of the Charter Members so we’ve seen the ups and downs and all the faces who were here that aren’t here anymore. It’s important for the future of the Chapter that some of our newer members be willing to take over the leadership roles. Sharlene and I currently hold two Chapter positions. Since the Chapter was formed in 1991, between the two of us we’ve served in leadership positions, by our recollection, for 19 years in some capacity other than “member”. Our goal, within the next two years, is to move to Colorado for at least six months out of the year. The time has come for others to step forward and take over as secretary and ram rod of the Chapter. I can’t overemphasize how important this is. The future of the Chapter depends on it so dig deep, decide how important it is to you and make it easy on the nominating committee, call and volunteer.

Biz Jet and a Glider Collide In Midair But All Survived.  A high-speed midair collision over Nevada on Monday afternoon left a business jet nearly crippled and a glider in pieces, but everybody involved, by some incredible stroke of luck, turned out OK. The incident occurred over the Pine Nut Mountains at 16,000 feet when a Raytheon Hawker 800XP jet collided with a Schleicher ASW-27 glider. The Hawker had its nose sheared off and suffered other airframe damage. From looking at photos of the incident, it appears that the glider's wing spar shattered the left side of the instrument panel. The jet was forced to make an emergency gear-up landing in Carson City. One pilot reported minor injuries while the other pilot and three passengers were unhurt. The pilots' names were not immediately released. The glider pilot, Akihiro Hirao, 58, of Japan, had a more traumatic ride. He bailed out and was found walking in a canyon hours later, according to local press reports. He suffered only minor injuries. He declined an interview. 
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Photo courtesy of News Carson City.  

I have learned that the passengers was one of the owners of the Arizona Diamondback baseball team and his wife.

Book Review - God Is My Co-Pilot by Col. Robert Scott.   This is a classic book for all aviation and WWII historians or someone wanting to read a good action thriller.  I know most of you have read this since it has been out so long.  It was published in 1943 and it has had over 25 printings.  It is worth reading a second time.   It is a classic of a true American hero during the second World War.  It was written amid the blood and thunder of the world’s greatest conflict.  This is a true story of one of the most dramatic careers in American aviation. Col. Scott barely graduated from West Point and was trained as a fighter pilot during the mid thirties.  He had to fly mail when the Army took over the airmail routes at the order of the President.  He was deemed too old for combat flying at 34, after seeing action at Pearl Harbor.  He was an instructor and finally landed a job to fly a B-17, with 12 others, to China.  He was told it was a secret mission to bomb Japan. When the B-17 was taken away from him in India he was ordered to fly C-47/DC-3’s and move cargo to China from India.  He was supplying the AVG in China.  He talked Gen. Chennault into giving him a P-40 to protect the C-47’s and became a one man Air Force.  Finally Col. Scott began the second phase of his life at war, as group commander of General Chennault’s fighter forces.  He was a dedicated veteran  who found glory in the skies over the Japanese controlled skies of enemy occupied China.  He speaks volumes about the dedicated Flying Tigers, which he did serve with and actually commanded some in his command in the 23rd AF.  This is a very moving testament to the skill and daring, the excitement and humor, the triumph and tragedy that marked his life.   This book is rated a five out of five stars.   Editor

 If swimming is good for your figure, how about whales?

Looking For a Book?  I want to tell you of my source for books.  I have stopped buying books at retail and pay full price.  I have found a place on the internet where I can buy books at a fraction of the normal retail price.  You have to pay freight to get them, usually only $3.75 per book, but what you save makes it worth the shipping cost.  You get to choose the price you want.  

Lets say the book normally cost $25, if they have the book and they most likely will, you will get to choose whether you want new or used and they will have three of four classes of used.  You might be able to by it for $1.75.  I’m serious.  The website address is: www.half.com.  When it comes up you go to the search window and put in “book”, and in the other window “aviation history” or just “aviation” or any category you want to look at.  You scroll to the book you are interested in and click on the title.  It will bring you many choices of this book.  Example:  I looked up “Wild Blue - men who flew B-24’s”  hardcover that was published in 2001, author Stephen Ambrose.  It gave me choices from $5.00 to 75 cents to buy the book.  Wow!!   I paid $26 for this book a Barnes and Nobels many years ago!  I should have waited.  This site is part of Ebay.  Go and search for a book.  Happy Hunting.   Editor

I had amnesia once....or twice.

Can you name the person in the picture?

The following picture is a famous person, we all know.  Please look the picture over and tell me who you think it is.  This person helped set a world aviation record that will stand for many years.  I can not say too much about it or I will give it away.  You all know the name of this person.  When I saw the picture I had no clue who it was.  I was shocked when I learned.
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A Wake-Up Call From Luke AFB in Arizona  A certain lieutenant colonel at Luke AFB deserves a big pat on the back.  Apparently, an individual who lives somewhere near Luke AFB wrote the local paper complaining about a group of F-16s that disturbed his/her day at the mall. When that individual read the response from a Luke AFB officer, it must have stung quite a bit.

The complaint:  "Question of the day for Luke Air Force Base: Whom do we thank for the morning air show? Last Wednesday, at precisely 9:11 a.m., a tight formation of four F-16 jets made a low pass over Arrowhead Mall, continuing west over Bell Road at approximately 500 feet! Imagine our good fortune! Do the Tom Cruise-wannabes feel we need this wake-up call, or were they trying to impress the cashiers at Mervyns' early-bird special? Any response would be appreciated."

The response:  Regarding "A wake-up call from Luke AFB jets":  On June 15, at precisely 9:12 a.m., a perfectly timed four-ship flyby of F-16s from the 63rd Fighter Squadron at Luke Air Force Base flew over the grave of Capt Jeremy Fresques. Capt. Fresques was an Air Force officer who was previously stationed at Luke Air Force Base and was killed in Iraq on May 30, Memorial Day. At 9 a.m. on June 15, his family and friends gathered at Sunland Memorial Park in Sun City to mourn the loss of a husband, son and friend.

Based on the letter writer's recount of the flyby, and because of the jet noise, I'm sure you didn't hear the 21-gun salute, the playing of taps, or my words to the widow and parents of Capt. Fresques as I gave them their son's flag on behalf of the President of the United States and all those veterans and servicemen and women who understand the sacrifices they have endured.

A four-ship flyby is a display of respect the Air Force pays to those who give their lives in defense of freedom. We are professional aviators and take our jobs seriously, and on June 15 what the letter writer witnessed was four officers lining up to pay their ultimate respects.

