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Prez Sez

Well, I think Bill Vawter is the new champ for picking rain days. It sure feels good to give the title to someone else. Let’s hope, after two tries, three will be the charm and August 12 will be clear. Actually we do have mixed emotions about that, since we are so short of rain but, we have to take what we get.


Since the weather was so questionable this last time, a “command decision” was made to cancel the pancake breakfast on the spot. Even at 8:00 AM it’s hard to be enthusiastic about firing up a grill this time of year in East Texas, unless there are lots of hungry people around, which wasn’t the case at that time. 


In the last couple of columns we’ve opinioned about why we fly and the relative risk involved. As almost everything we do each day involves some sort of risk, physical, psychological or financial, most of us learn to accept the risk and rewards without too much thought. Every now and then something happens which tends to change the perspective a bit. This mostly is the result of growing older, which usually means we’ve survived the consequences of our actions and learned a lesson. 


How often do you think of the possibilities of a dual magneto failure on your airplane? If you’ve done a fair amount of flying, the process of checking mags before take off has become routine and you don’t anticipate any issues, you don’t in fact, expect any problems. Magnetos are VERY RELIABLE! Now every once in a while, after several hundred, maybe thousand, mag checks one of them doesn’t work like it should. This almost always happens when you’re not at your home field, it’s almost always on a weekend and when you’re trying to get someplace you really want to be. Have you ever been tempted to go ahead and fly it? It has two mags, right? And they’re really reliable, right? I mean you’ve done hundreds of mag checks and they always work.  What are the odds the other one will fail before you get where you need to be?



I don’t know what the stats are on dual mag failures but I’m living proof they do happen. On this last trip back from Colorado, Sharlene and I are cruising along at 11.5 in smooth air, relaxed and about 30 minutes west of Lubbock. Clovis New Mexico is off  the right wing about 6 miles, Sharlene is digging out the plate for LBB so we have a runway diagram in front of us, I’ve just got the ATIS up when I glance across the panel at the EGT gauge and it is about 300 degrees high! The engine has gone just slightly off song, enough to make me sit up and take notice. I push the mixture in a bit, the EGT comes down, the manifold pressure is down about an inch and we’ve lost about 5 mph in ground speed. It’s 11:30 AM, Saturday morning. We have Clovis in sight, Muleshoe and Leveland in front of us and about less than 25 minutes to go to LBB where we know there’s a big airport, service, parts and family lives there. It’s decision time. My Dad always said, “ If it’s running well enough don’t mess with anything. If something’s about to break you don’t want to finish it off. If it’s not running enough to get to someplace acceptable go ahead and trouble shoot it since you have nothing to lose.” I figure it’s a mag failure since during the annual, 8 hours earlier, I had both mags taken off and “rebuilt”. I decide to go ahead and push on for LBB since I’m high, have two useable alternate fields in front of me and the forced landing options in this area are about as good as they ever get.


Without going into the long story of getting the $100/hr mechanic out to the field on a weekend, and full retail prices for parts, let’s just say we found the new coil in the left mag burned up, fixed it and prepared to leave Sunday morning. Wanting to get an early start we’re at the field by 9:00 AM, taxi about 2 miles to the end of Runway 26 at LBB to do the usual faultless mag check. Guess what? Now it barely runs on the right mag! Taxi back, get the mechanic out before he goes to church, pull the right mag and replace the condenser, dated 1989, in my second “rebuilt” mag and try again. This time it works as it should and we finally make it home about 3:00 PM. 


Now the “Rest of the Story”. Trying to stay high and cool as long as possible, I end up high and fast on final, which I seldom do, and trying to figure out why I can’t get this damn thing to slow down? I keep pulling the throttle out but MP won’t go below 14 inches. Go around? Dad says NO! You have a problem with the throttle, if you open it and it breaks you’re screwed, too fast, too high, too long to get on the ground and maybe not enough power to pull up. The airplane is dirty and it’s HOT! So, shut off my newly overhauled $1,200 mags and dead stick it in. Sharlene is messing with the throttle as we roll out and finds that by pushing it in, turning the knob it works. Mags back on we taxi to the hangar and put it away. 


Anyone who thinks airplanes burn avgas not money, obviously never owned one.

Be careful out there.
AirVenture Guest Got a Taste of Texas Summer.  I understand from a few friends who attended Oshkosh this year that it was warm, kind of like Texas.  I was told the first night they arrived, 22nd, they almost frozen during the night but that ended the next day.  For the rest of their visit it was hot and humid.  They said they sweat gallons.  They said it was great to get to altitude on the way home to cool off.  I’ll bet you it was still hotter in Texas.  But I have been up there when it was hot and it is miserable trying to camp out and sleep at night.  Any other stories out there?  Let me hear from you.  I really do not know who in our chapter went this year.

EAA estimated, before this year that attendance would be down, they said 625,000, not the usual 800,000 plus.  They still had 10,000 airplanes come in which included 2,300 show planes.  Reason for the smaller numbers is fuel prices and the extremely hot and humid weather.
Editor

Ladies Dinner July 15.  The ladies dinner hosted by the men for the gals was a great success!  There were about 30 people that enjoyed the evening. The gents made all the arrangements, cooked all the food and did the cleanup after the dinner was over.   The dinner was held at the Gardens of Gladewater – in Gladewater.  It is a very new air facility with a large air conditioned banquet type hall that had a fridge, sink, microwave and range for re-heating the food.   The tables had white tablecloths with a fresh flower arrangement on each one.

At 4:30 the guys started getting things ready and at 5 o'clock it was happy hour.  There were hors-d'oeuvers with a selection of wines and soft drinks.  The dinner at six started with a layered salad, fruit salad and a tossed salad with a selection of dressings.  The entrees were Chicken Tetrizzini, Smoked Pork Loin with sides of baked beans, Potato, Artichoke and Squash Casseroles, bread and rolls.  Desert was a Hummel Bird Cake, Blueberry pie, Chocolate Banana Cream pie and Walnut Pie plus iced Tea or Coffee.  It could not have been any better!!!!   Al Heinol, dinner chairman

User Fees For General Aviation in Canada.  The slide down the slippery slope of user fees. Nav Canada, the privatized air traffic control agency to the north, reports that the Canadian Transport Agency has approved a daily user fee charge for GA aircraft at seven major airports.  Why is that important to U.S. general aviation pilots?  "Because it demonstrates—again—that once user fees are applied to one segment of aviation, it's only a matter of time before user fees hit everybody," said AOPA President Phil Boyer.  And it's important because many of the aviation user fee proposals being advanced in the United States would—in the beginning—treat "personal and recreational" aviation differently—just like they did in Canada—in the beginning.   

Next year this will come up in the U.S Congress so we all need to get busy and contact all our representatives in Congress and the Senate.

You say, “Why should I worry about Canada and the 7 airport I will not travel to?”  Well, my friends, it sets an example to our representative and the FAA that this can be done in the U.S.  Also if they do it to seven airports, in time it will stretch to the smaller airports.  And then into the U.S.  You folks who have not been active in fighting this up to now will need to get off your b*** and get busy and start speaking up. 
Editor

The Ultimate Homebuilt Airplane.   “It's the ultimate homebuilt, built right off the North American plans," Beck said earlier this week as he made preparations to fly the airplane east. Several years ago he was working on the restoration of the Confederate Air Force-Minnesota Wing's Red Tail Project, a "C" model P-51, and got the initial itch to build one from scratch. So Beck duplicated the tooling used for the Red Tail project to use on his own. He also owned an Allison-powered P-40 and used its engine to power his P-51.

Over the years Gerry trucked parts and pieces of his airplane to Oshkosh to give people an annual progress report. During his last display in the Warbirds area two years ago he featured the P-51A fuselage on a specially designed trailer. Once the wings were mated to the fuselage, however, the display became too big to transport and the project remained in North Dakota.

This year it's completed and flying and will be on display at EAA AirVenture's main aircraft showcase, AeroShell Square.

Beck's timeline was always based on bringing the airplane to Oshkosh this year, but he had a little extra incentive when the producers of the movie, “Thunder Over Reno”, asked to use his aircraft in their film, which is set for release next summer.

That moved up the completion date some two months - the airplane was finished a week before shooting started, and Beck quickly flew the required 40 hours off during that time, as required for Experimental Amateur-built certification. They just finished shooting last month, he said.

For that reason, the aircraft will appear with its Hollywood-inspired racing paint scheme with the name, Precious Metal, affixed to the nose.  Editor and Sport Aviation E Magazine.
Most Frequent Cause Factors of GA Accidents
*  Inadequate preflight prep and planning.

*  Failure to obtain/maintain flying speed.

*  Failure to maintain directional control.

*  Improper level-off during landing flare.

*  Misjudgment of distance and/or speed.

*  Improper in-flight decisions or planning.

*  Selection of Unsuitable terrain for landing.

*  Improper operation of flight controls.

*  Mismanagement of fuel.

Source of this information; Soaring Society of America and TxDOT Aviation Division.

The 2006-2007 Texas Airport Directory.  One book I keep in my cockpit and use often is my Texas Airport Directory.  It is a pilots guide to public use airports with layouts and facility information.  It is published by TxDOT Aviation department.  If you would like to get your copy contact the following:



TxDOT


Aviation Division


P. O. Box 5020


Austin, TX 78763

Be sure to send them $6.  

Updates on the book will be available on their website:  www.dot.state.tx.us

If you would like to be notified of updates by email you can send an email to: airportdirectory@dot.state.tx.us and ask to be added to the list.
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