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Prez Sez   by Bart Robinett

Well, I’m back. Many of the current members of Chapter 972 won’t recall the last time I wrote these columns, so maybe I can even recycle some! Before I start my rant, I want to thank Jerry Gardner, sincerely, for taking over the Newsletter again. This is the most important position in the Chapter leadership in the sense of making contact with everyone, and although not difficult to do, it does require that 12 goals be set, and met. Without his willingness to do it, we wouldn’t have one now. Thanks again Jerry.

I was the founder and first president of Chapter 972 in 90 or 91, I forget. I’ve served as president 5 years and have held all other positions in the Chapter, except Secretary, at least once. I note this, not to blow my own horn, but to point out what I see as a problem in the Chapter, which I hope to address. At present the only other original member is Denny Renwick. Over the years we’ve maintained an average membership of 25 to 30 but do the math and you can see we’ve lost more members than we’ve gained. Why is this? Why do the same 6 or 7 people do 90% of the work? Why is it so hard to get folks to step into the leadership positions of the Chapter? I can’t answer these questions, but you, the members can. I expect you to raise your hands with an answer when I ask this question in a meeting. It is imperative to the future of this Chapter that we keep the members we attract and that more people are willing to participate. If we can’t solve this problem, the Chapter will, in my opinion, cease to exist within 5 years.

What can we do to attract and keep members? It’s been said by some that we don’t have enough builders or restorers. According to others we need a Chapter hangar in order for more people to participate in Chapter building or restoration projects. Still others have said we don’t “do anything”. These folks aren’t interested in aircraft building or restoration, they want a social organization. The list goes on, and all these are valid points but let me say this, Chapter 972 wasn’t formed to ensure that the aviation aspirations of any member, whatever they might be, could be met. If you want to build or restore an airplane, it’s up to you, the members, to put together the group you need to reach your goal. Chapter members have done this in the past, it can be done again, but it won't be a “Chapter project”. The Chapter can’t own anything and the money we have in our treasury isn’t there to finance any member’s project. At this point the Chapter treasury is, in a not too specific way, in tended to finance the construction of a building to be used by the Chapter for meetings and other activities. We have a nonspecific understanding with the City of Gladewater that the Chapter will allocate money, and in kind contributions, to the future construction of a public building to be owned by the City and used by our Chapter, as well as other organizations, to be located at the Gladewater airport. Understand, the Chapter can’t own this building unless it obligates itself to ground rent, taxes, maintenance and all the other aspects of property ownership, not to mention the equity in the building itself.

It’s been said by some, who don’t have an airplane or a pilot’s license, that they joined with the expectation of being able to fly and go places with other members who have airplanes. In my view this isn’t an unreasonable expectation, so if you are, or were one of those, look to yourself for the answer as to why this hasn’t worked out. We frequently offer spare seats and often they remain empty. If no one has offered you the opportunity to fly with them, or have stopped doing so, ask yourself why. 

Some of us, very few unfortunately, are fortunate enough to have a “significant other” who shares our enjoyment of aviation. For the rest, the airplane, and airplane activities aren’t an attraction to Chapter activities. What kind of activities can we propose which would encourage them to participate? ASK HER! When we have a party everyone seems to have fun, should we do these things more often? What else?

I have some ideas along these lines, which I plan to propose, but I won’t do it, until I hear something from you, the members. This is your Chapter, not mine. If things aren’t like you’d like them to be, get involved and make it like you want. We’re all here because of a shared interest in aviation, that’s it. Some of us are more interested in some aspects than others but if we are to remain viable, we have to try to include something of value to everyone and in order to do that, you have to speak up.

New Taylorcraft Air Plane.  Check out the new Taylorcraft Classic Airplanes on www.taylorcraft.com.  They are all new and built in Texas.  New Continental engine 0-200-A, 100 h.p. at 2750 rpm. Complete and ready to fly at only $69,995.  Now don’t wait too long, like everything else, the price will be going up.  Auto Pilot magazine, 12/2005 

Christmas Party. All had a wonderful time at Bart and Sharlene’s lovely home during our Chapter Christmas Party, what a wonderful setting.  We had a large turn out of 30 members, guest and family members.  During the party we recognized past officers and had our award ceremony for the Tom Southern Memorial Award for an outstanding member for the year.  This year’s recipient was Bill Vawter.  Bill received the award for his outstanding effort and work as our Young Eagle co-ordinator.  He has performed this task for many years and has done an outstanding job.  We have always surpassed or come very close to our goal of flying kids.  It is a difficult chore to plan these event, arrange pilots and workers and make it all come to together properly.  Not many understand what is involved.  Our chapter has been in the upper 10% in all the EAA chapters in the nation in flying kids.  We have performed better, with less pilots, than 90% of all chapters.  EAA headquarters has never recognized our chapter for this and it is a shame.  However, I was told that we were one of the best chapters by the head of YE a few years ago.  Thanks again Bill for your hard work.  Your fellow chapter members appreciate you.  Editor.

2006 Dues Will Be Due.  Our regular Yearly chapter dues will be due this month, January.  Be sure to pay up at the meeting or mail it to Kelly Smith ASAP or he will start hounding you.  The cost will only be $20.  Thanks for your consideration.  Editor.

AOPA Pushes for GA Protection in UAV Debate.  Using unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) to patrol the U.S. Borders with Mexico is not a good idea.  AOPA as been before congressional committees suggesting that it might not be a good idea to mix GA aircraft and UAVs.  However, the military said it is not a problem: “They said they should be certified to the same level as piloted aircraft and should perform reliably and avoid other aircraft.”  But as it turns out, it might be a mute issue because it was discovered that it takes a support crew of up to 20 personnel per UAV.  It would be cheaper to use manned aircraft.  These are no small model aircraft as some may think.  The UAVs they would use are 36 feet long, 66 foot wingspan, weigh over 10,000 pounds, fly over 220 knots and have endurance of 30 or more hours.  Why not a new Legend Cub, Taylorcraft or Aeronca, wouldn’t that be cheaper and better?  AOPA Epilot Newsletter.

Book Review – “Dumb But Lucky - confessions of a P-51 Fighter Pilot in World War II”.  This is a true story of a young man who enlisted in 1942 in the Army Air Corp to fly, he didn’t care what, just wanted to fly and turned out he became a P-51 pilot.  It was at a time when we were losing pilot’s right and left in Europe and North Africa in the 15th Air Force.  When he graduated from basic flight school they rushed him and many from his class to war with only about 20 hours of advanced training.  In the 8th Air Force, you did not get into combat until you had had 200 hours of advanced training in a P-51, P-47 or P-38.  Here he was in 4th fighter Group, 15th Air Force with only 20 hours in P-51’s based in Italy.  This guy was a maverick and kept getting into trouble and was threatened with court martial many times.   As a result of this, by the end of the war he had never advanced beyond 1st Lt. He was continually buzzing every thing, missing assignments on the ground and was just in trouble all the time.   However, he was in combat for 13 months and flew a total of 51 combat missions.

This is an interesting book because of the way he told about living the conditions and every aspect of life in Italy in a FG during WWII.  He also got into detail while in training, transporting to Europe, his combat missions, social life within Italy, his letter to and from his girl friend in the states, after his combat tour and while an instructor pilot waiting to go to Japan to fly and flight.  When it was all over, he received the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Metal with 4 oak leaf clusters, ETO ribbon with 7 battle stars and the Presidential Unit Citation with 1 cluster.  

It was very interesting when he explained how they departed and returned from missions with complete IFR conditions with clouds, snow and rain down to the ground and below minimums in today’s standards.  Also using primitive instruments compared to today.  This was a common occurrence in Italy and England during the war with the primitive navigational equipment and radios.   He told of many times how pilots would get disoriented in the clouds and come down past red line and with their wings ripped off.  


I would recommend this book to anyone interested in aviation and an aviation historian.  It is a Ballantine Book, Presidio Press and the Author is Richard Curtis.  Jerry Gardner, editor

Adopt-An-Airport.  As you know, we have adopted the airport at Gladewater several years ago, a program with the Texas Department of Transportation.   This has been a very good project and one that has brought EAA 972 publicity.  This is good for us , the city, Texas and EAA national.  


We will need to do another safety seminar at the next meeting and everyone present must sign a form that says you attended this seminar.  Please make sure you sign before you leave for the evening.  I will mail it back to TX DOT.  Also, please be sure to pick up trash around the airport and report problems to the City or your chapter representative, officers. Please.
Jerry Gardner, editor

