EAA 972 NEWSLETTER Aug ‘05
President’s Forum by Gregg Dohrer

You will have to excuse me on this one.  As I look back on the latest OSH, I am struck by a bit of melancholy.  I am sure that by the time you get to the end of these few words you will understand what I mean.


Before I start my trip down memory lane, I think I should comment on some of the things that appear odd.  Currently, I know of nine members who attended OSH.  The oddity is that five of them DROVE.  I have heard many reasons, but this is the first time I have been aware of the bulk of chapter attendees driving.  Does this say something about the future of aviation?


Monday and Tuesday nights at Theater in the Woods were really great.  Both nights were dedicated to Space Ship One.  The stories and related video were truly fantastic.  For a mere 200K you can book a ride on one of the first sub-orbital flights.  I was told that several thousand people have already signed up.  Must be nice….


The weather situation during the first part of the show was the most extreme I have ever seen.  On Sunday we had a high of 95.  This was followed by 2.16 inches of rain on Monday.  Just to make sure all the bases were covered; the low Wednesday morning was 53.  My time at OSH has seen it hot and wet, or cool and wet, but never all three.  I honestly believe that if we had stayed another day it would have seen fit to SNOW!


From OSH we went to northwestern Minnesota to visit relatives.  The weather there was sunny and cool, but when we departed Saturday it was getting warmer.  Apparently Texas moves north in the summer.


Now that I have covered some of the things associated with the show, let’s get to the real reason for writing this article.  I decided to go to the museum on Sunday afternoon, and took a detour past Compass Hill.  Compass Hill is located between the main airport and Pioneer Airport.  It is not much of a hill, maybe 40 feet.  However, at the top of the hill is a wonderful set of statuary.  The figures are a family of four.  The boy has a model airplane, and appears to be in the process of launching it.  Behind him stand two other figures.  The mother is standing to the left of the father, and he has the young daughter on his shoulders.  They appear to be eagerly watching the upcoming aircraft launch.  All three of these figures are facing west, overlooking the runway of Pioneer Airport.


Hopefully, you have guessed my motive by this point.  I was looking for the brick dedicated to Tom Southern.  The area around these statues is configured so individual bricks can be appropriately placed.  Tom’s brick could not be in a better location.  As you are standing to the right of the statues, facing west, overlooking the runway, you can look down upon the brick.  The location, setting and direction all lead one to the statement “Gone West”.


It did not take much imagination to see the gleam in Tom’s eye, when he stopped by the hangar, and I would ask him if he wanted a “cold one”.  Now, that you have directions to this memorial, I would hope that everyone who attends OSH makes it a point to take in the view.  I cannot think of anything that would be more fitting.

MY OSHKOSH 2005 EXPERIENCE by Jerry Gardner

This year I drove.  It almost seems sacrilegious to drive to OSH.  I really felt bad about it, but when driving with as must “stuff” as I had on board, I had no choice.  I was taking my wife and grandson, both first time visitors to OSH.  On the way home I was having to drop my grandson off at Memphis;  schools start the 8th.  


We arrived at OSH on Saturday morning the 23rd.  The event did not open until Monday the 25th , so we could drive on the grounds.  I immediately drove to see if Gregg Dohrer and Kelley Smith had arrived.  They had, and I stopped and talked to Kelley.  Gregg was out roaming.  Gregg had brought family with him, three passengers.  We continued around to see what had arrived and what was set up that day.  We had to go and check into our house we rented, and came back to the field and bought our wrist bands for the week.  Finally, around 3 pm our friends from Nebraska arrived and we went and picked them up to eat dinner.  They had not pitched their tent yet because there was a big storm rolling in and they did not want to get caught in the storm.  The storm did make it in while we were there and it was a tough one.  We saw several out-houses turned over because of the winds.  


Sunday was a scorcher, it reminded me of home.  Got into the upper 90’s, but for the rest of the week the temps went down hill. One day I had to wear a jacket most of the day.  


While there I saw Roger Wieting, Denny and Nancy Renwick, and even Bill and Shirley Smith made it up.  I got one call from Bill on my cell phone, and I actually ran into him waiting to buy a ride on the Ford Tri-Motor.


AirVenture seemed to be as good as ever.  We got to see the White Knight/Space Ship One arrive, and it was on display all week on Aeroshell square.  Also the Virgin Atlantic Global Flyer plane arrived on Wednesday;  this was the plane that flew around the world solo non-stop without refueling.  We saw Glacier Girl arrive and it flew every day.  If you do not know which plane this is, it is the P-38 that was buried in 268 feet of ice for over 50 years, removed and totally rebuilt and is a flying museum;  beautiful airplane.  One day it flew in an Air Force Heritage flight with a P-51, F4D Phantom and an F-16.  What a sight!!  Too many wonderful things happened through our stay.  I always enjoy the warbirds, and what aircraft were present seemed less than past years, but the quality was still up there.  My favorite was the P-47D, the 21 P-51’s, two P-40’s, and two F4U’s, an F6F and an F4F.  The GA, Experimental and other sport planes seemed to be less.  I noticed many open parking places throughout the week, which is unusual.  Usually if fills up and there is no room for a few days.


The last day we went to the seaplane base, which is always a pleasure to see.  While there, a large Grumman Albatross was parked in the water. Before we left, it took off.  It buzzed the base once and than commenced to shoot touch and goes for awhile;  I guess you call those splash and goes. 

It is always a pleasure to go to AirVenture.  My wife actually said she had fun and wanted to go back.  Wow!

EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK

First, a public service announcement:  Nathan Lowthorp, having been duly appointed as chair of the nominating committee for 2006 chapter offices, will be contacting various ones of you over the next few months concerning your possible candidacy for the various offices which will come open for next year.  One of those offices is that of NEWSLETTER EDITOR.  I am completing my second year in that position and am ready to turn it over to some worthy communicator.  Whatever position you might be interested in or be willing to serve in, let Nathan know your desires.  Don’t wait around for our president to have to start twisting arms.

____________________

An item of interest, especially for Sharlene, Marsha, and Shirley, from both the October 2005 

Flight Journal and the August 2005 Air Force Magazine, concerns the USAF Thunderbirds for the year 2006, which will include Captain Nicole Malachowski as a demonstration pilot.  She will be the first female pilot to be a member of a military flight demonstration team!  Is it too sexist for me to say, “Go, girl!”?  She looks a little like McMurphy from the China Beach TV show.  She is currently an F-15 pilot in the 494th Fighter Squadron stationed at Lakenheath AB, UK.  That was my son’s squadron when he was a Weapon Systems Operator in the F-15E Strike Eagle.  Capt. Malachowski will join the team for the 2006 year upon completing transition training into the F-16.

____________________

USAF lost one of its great ones with the passing in June of retired General Bernard A. Shriever.  He was a Texas Aggie who was known as the father of the Air Force’s ballistic missile and space program.  He flew B-4s and B-10s between wars under the command of Lt Col Hap Arnold, and then flew B-17s, B-25s, and C-47s in the Pacific Theater during WWII.  He later headed up the Research & Development Command and shepherded such weapons as the Atlas, Titan, and Minuteman into being.  He continued to head various committees and panels after retiring from USAF after 33 years of active service.

____________________

All of you have likely heard of David Lee “Tex” Hill of Flying Tiger fame.  A brief article by him entitled “Shooting Fish in a Barrel” in the October 2005 Flight Journal describes a mission, or series of missions, flown in May 1942 by the squadron he commanded in the American Volunteer Group.  You are probably aware of the air-to-air successes by the P-40Bs of the AVG, but probably have not heard of their bombing exploits in their new P-40Es which had the capability to carry and drop bombs.


The Japanese had captured Indochina and Burma and were advancing into China along the Burma Road.  The retreating Chinese had blown the bridge crossing the Salween River, but the Japanese were rapidly building a pontoon bridge to cross the river and press on to Kunming.  Hill’s 2nd Squadron were loaned all the arriving available P-40Es and sent by General Chennault to bomb the invaders.  They arrived at the Salween to find the Japanese in a long line on the road which clings to the sides of the river gorge.  They proceeded to destroy the advancing column, who had nowhere to go.  Thus, China was saved from the powerful Japanese army.

____________________

If a cat has nine lives, how many lives does an airplane have?  The October Flight Journal tells the story of a WACO ZPF-6, advertised as a sport plane (for wealthy pilots), of which only three were ever built.  In fact, this particular plane actually went directly to Texaco as a hack for its salesmen.  It is red and white with a vintage Texaco emblem on the side and is named the Texaco 25 (???).  Built in 1936 in Troy, Ohio, it served Texaco until 1941 when it was sold and used as a sport plane.  In the 1960s on a flight from Reno to Denver the pilot dropped his sunglasses on the floor and elected to land at the nearest airport to retrieve them.  He lost control on landing, crashed, and much of the airplane was burned.


The remains were passed along until a man named Arnold Nieman restored it using compatible parts from similar model WACOs.  At the end of the 1980s the plane flew again and was soon owned by a man who had flown it while employed by Texaco.  In 1992 Hurricane Andrew collapsed the hangar in which it resided and smashed the airframe — totaled it, in insurance jargon.  Robert Tullius, who had tried to buy the plane earlier, restored it and at the 1994 Sun ‘n’ Fun it took Best of Class in the Antique-Contemporary Age (1933-1945).  The pictures of it show a beautiful bird.  It’s an enclosed cockpit biplane.  Did it show up at Oshkosh this year, any of you who attended?

____________________

How good is your Zippo?  The June/July 2005 Air & Space Smithsonian tells the tale of what they call the Hyper-X, the Scramjet X-43A, which recently flew at almost 10 times the speed of sound.  The scramjet, short for supersonic combustion ramjet, has no moving parts.  The magazine says, “Scramjet power?  Simple:  Keep a match lit in a 7,000 mph wind.”  The little unmanned aerial vehicle finally proved a concept that had been debated and experimented with for a long time.  It’s a long leap from the Model T to the Dodge Viper, but maybe someday we won’t need the space shuttle to put stuff into orbit.

____________________

This month’s aircraft write-up and fix.

Pilot:  Noise coming from under the instrument panel.  Sounds like a midget pounding on something with a hammer.

Mechanic:  Took hammer away from midget.

See you at Guadeloupe’s

____________________
Meeting Refreshments:
  Harold Craig
Coming Aviation Events.........

  Thu Aug 11  EAA 972 Regular Meeting -  Gladewater Airport — Program - “The RV Story” DVD

  Thu Sep 8  EAA 972 Regular Meeting -  Gladewater Airport 
  Sat Sep 10  1200 Hamburger Cook-out at Gladewater Airport 07F

  Sat Sep 17  Elo Zinke Cook-out, Eagle Landing
  Thu Oct 13  EAA 972 Reg. Meeting
  Sat Oct 15  Pancake Bkfst, 07F clean-up, & Reklaw clean-up
  Fri-Sun Oct 21-23  Reklaw Fly-In 
