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President’s Forum by Gregg Dohrer


I would like to take this space to talk about two subjects.  The first is space.  Isn’t that nice, taking space to talk about space?  The second topic concerns operations at Gladewater.


Now to talk about what has been called the “Final Frontier”.  The Rutan folks have gotten Space Ship One to an altitude of 211,000 feet.  I am sure you know, or have heard, about the X prize.  The prize is 10 Mil for the first vehicle that can carry three people to an altitude of 62.5 miles, and then do it again in less than two weeks.  I am not sure if the same three people have to make both trips, but I would be willing to bet it will be the same pilot.  I don’t know about you, but I really like flying at high altitude and looking down on the world.  Can you imagine the rush it must be to see Earth rise from the Moon.  Ok!  62.5 miles above the surface is not even close to the 250,000 miles to the moon, but it is a start.  By the time the shouting is over, us common folk might be able to afford a ride.  To my way of thinking that would be right up there with your first take off.  I do not know about you, but I was on a TWA Connie.  A few months passed before I got into smaller aircraft.  In this case I decided that smaller was better.  You could see and feel more of what was going on.  I am not a person who bets on anything.  It seems that Mother Nature likes to take large bites out of my --- when I am foolish enough to try that stunt again.  However, in this case I think the X prize will be awarded by the end of the year.  Hopefully, soon thereafter we can all go for a ride!


The second issue I need to spend some time on is operations at our local airport.  Apparently several incidents in the past few years have gotten many people sensitized to the issue of near misses.  As each of you knows, the number of aircraft on the field has grown significantly, and the performance of this mix has diverged also.  We have a higher number of high performance aircraft, and Skydiving operations.  Whenever there are differing opinions and discussion of those opinions, there is always something new that comes from the mix.  In this case the thing I had missed was the verbiage of FAR 91.126.  This regulation covers aircraft operations around airports in class G airspace.  Guess what, our airport is in class G airspace.  91.126 says that all landing aircraft must make turns to the left, unless otherwise indicated.  It does not say where you enter the traffic pattern, and it does not say anything about how you depart the airport.  It is true that the AIM has a complete set of “RECOMMENDATIONS”, but we all know the AIM is not regulatory.  The bottom line is that we all need to maintain a high level of vigilance.  We need to use the radio as appropriate for clear communication.  This is to make sure we do not try to get two airplanes into the same airspace at the same time.


A follow-up on last month’s book review,  "Pacific Sweep" by Wm. Hess. This is a blow-by-blow account of the 5th and 13th AF in the SW Pacific Theater of Operations during WWII. They had some of the best Air Force pilots and top aces; Richard Bong (40), Thomas McGuire (38) and Charles MacDonald (26) and more. All of these aces flew P-38's but in this theater the AF started out with the P-39, P-400, P-40, then moved into the P-38, P-47, and eventually flew the P-51.  The favorite with most of the pilots was the P-38 because of its endurance, firepower and safety concerns over water (the twin engines). The P-38 had 4-50 cal. guns and a 20MM cannon in the nose. The P-38 was not a popular aircraft in the 8th AF in Europe because of the early models’ inability to handle the high altitude needed over Europe. But in the Pacific it was used at much lower altitudes, under 20,000 feet, and handled and performed extremely well. Charles Lindbergh came to the Pacific and flew with the 5th AF to develop new ways to reduce fuel consumption and get greater range out of the P-38. Because of his training methods, they could fly missions of 8 to 9 hours endurance.  It was also reported that he actually (not officially on the books) shot down a few Japanese aircraft, but he almost got shot down himself and was sent back to the States after that. It is all in this book.  This is a must book for aviation history enthusiasts.

 

Future Book Reviews by Jerry Gardner

   Flyboys by James Bradley

   Feet Wet, reflections of a carrier pilot by Paul Gillcrist, USN,ret.

   Galloping on Wings with the P-51 Mustang by Howie Keefe (diary of an air race pilot)


Tango Tails 6 by Gregg Dohrer


When we talked last I had new pieces for one engine, and a completed engine sitting on the engine stand.  Now I start to find out what those curved doublers are for.  I find that there are two elliptical holes cut in the lower rear of each nacelle.  Instead of my engine exhaust turning up to go over the wing, it will now go through these holes into the slipstream below the wing.  The holes are initially cut small, the shape and size is modified as the engine is placed.  Mounting the engine and making the hook-ups takes about two days.  The geometry of the airframe, in conjunction with the engine induction/exhaust system, is such that all four engine mounts cannot be installed at once.  This fact means that a portion of the exhaust needs to be removed to allow one front mount to be installed last.  This whole process is really a bear!!!!!!


The second engine is together in five days.  It is amazing; the engine problems with Don took six weeks.  After he departed, both engines were complete and in the hangar in four weeks.  In this four-week period Gregg made a trip to New Mexico, cleaned engine nacelles, installed the new VOR antenna, and finished installation of the new exhaust doublers.  


Now that I have engines, Gregg turns his attention to my instrument panel.  It is really a mess.  Some of my old electronics have been removed (Cessna Nav/Com, GPS, and Transponder).  My new electronics include an IFR GPS, self contained King Nav/Com, Transponder, Strikefinder, and JPI 760 engine analyzer.  I have also acquired a glove box.  


I have overheard that Dallas Air Salvage has a 50 percent off sale once a year.  When that event took place, some weeks ago, Gregg came into hangar B with all kinds of stuff.  One of the items was a glove box.  This is very handy for storage.  He also acquired a “Goose Neck” light.  This is controlled with a rheostat, and is intended for reading charts and approach plates at night.  In addition there were new antennas for communication and navigation.  These pieces now become his focus.


Apparently, Gregg has a thing for beacons on top of the tail.  I will relate this story second hand.  He consults his illustrated parts manual to find the part number of a vertical fin without a beacon attachment.  When he orders the part, instead of getting a piece of fiberglass, he gets a rib of aluminum.  He calls the supplier to determine why he got aluminum when he was expecting fiberglass.  The supplier does not know the answer, but looks in the parts bin to find a piece with the same part number that is fiberglass.  A swap is arranged, and the desired piece arrives, with the aluminum piece riveted into place.  The total cost for this is $35.00.  Sounds like somebody made an error here, but the error is currently atop my tail, and I now have two strobes instead of one.  


Editor’s Notebook by Harold Craig

News of EAA’s B-17, Aluminum Overcast:  Evaluation of the damage sustained in the gear collapse at Van Nuys on May 7 is on-going, but the scoop is that fuselage damage amounted to damaged chin and belly turrets and some sheet metal damage.  Spare engines and props are available, and the expectation is that these will be installed and the aircraft will be ferried back to Oshkosh where full restoration can be done. Whew!  Still no explanation for the gear collapse.  The two pilots were the most experienced B-17 pilots in the land, so no “crew malfunction” is suspected.


Vintage Aircraft Association Chapter 10 notes in their newsletter the passing of Col Robert Morgan, 85, on May 15, 2004.  Some may recall him as the Lieutenant pilot of the WWII B-17 Memphis Belle, about which a book was written and a movie made.  They were the first B-17 crew to complete the 25 missions necessary to be returned to the States.  With a combat crew life expectancy of ten missions or less in the days before long-range P-51s were available for escort, that was quite and achievement.  What many don’t know is that Col Morgan subsequently transitioned to the B-29 and flew another 25 combat missions in the Pacific Theater.  Another member of “The Greatest Generation” has taken the final salute.  I’m writing this on Memorial Day and my flag is at half mast until noon.


Frank Shearin  P-38 Pilot, fighter transition…

During the course of a four ship P-38 student navigation flight (one instructor and three students), positions were changed to where I was leading the second element with a student on my wing.  It was a beautiful day and the sun made the cockpit cozy.  After approx. 20 minutes, I noticed my wingman slowly leave the formation up and to the right.  Over the radio I yelled, “Bartlett!”  The wings of his aircraft fluttered and he returned to formation.  Shortly thereafter he left the formation again – slowly up and to the right.  Again I yelled, “Bartlett!” with the same reaction.  His wing would flutter and he returned to the formation.  Upon landing I asked him why he left the formation?  He replied, “The sun made me sleepy, so I trimmed the aircraft to fly up and to the right in case I fell asleep.  I didn’t want to fall asleep and run into you.”

Jerry Gardner & courtesy of VAA 10 Newsletter



There’s a story about the military pilot calling for a priority landing because his single-engine jet fighter was running a bit peaked.


Air Traffic Control told the fighter jock that he was number two behind a B-52 that had one engine shut down.


“Ah,” the pilot remarked, “the dreaded seven-engine approach.”

Courtesy of Gregg Dohrer

Think your RV-6 build or J-3 restoration was tough?  Texas Airplane Factory at Meacham Field, Ft. Worth, is building four full-scale reproductions of the WWII Japanese Nakajima Ki-43, Allied code named Oscar.  It was an army fighter comparable to the Mitsubishi A6M Zero and accomplished much of the success attributed to the Zero.  Fewer than ten survive in the world, mostly in museums.  The company started with salvaged aircraft and parts recovered from Japan’s Kurile islands, but the majority of the reproductions’ parts are newly built.  They have been upgraded by installation of Pratt & Whitney R-1830 engines and disc brakes.  After four years of work, the first of these is nearing its initial flight.  Two of them are available if you have a spare $1.5 million to pick one up!

Air & Space Smithsonian, July 2004


This seems to be B-17 month in the newsletter.  A B-17 named Liberty Belle has been under restoration for the past 14 years and is expected to fly sometime this year at the Flying Tigers Warbird Restoration Museum at Kissimmee Gateway Airport in Florida.  Manufactured in 1945, it flew until 1967, then was on static display until 1979 when it was badly damaged by a tornado.  Its daily restoration progress is viewable by the public there.


As reported in the March 2004 Air & Space Smithsonian, the airport at Santa Paula, California, midway between Los Angeles and Santa Barbara sounds like a great place to visit for aviation buffs.  It has its own museum but also many of the aircraft owners have vintage aircraft and mini-museums in their hangars, and an open house the first Sunday of each month.  Check it out at www.amszp.org.


Coming Aviation Events.........

  Thu Jun 10  EAA 972 Regular Meeting - Gladewater 07F - Dr Jonathan MacClements

  Fri Jun 11-Sun Jun 13  Annual Fly-In Gainesville Muni Sat Pnck Bkfst/BBQ Sup

  Sat Jun 12 Pancake breakfast - Gladewater 07F 8 to 11 

  Fri Jun 18-Sat Jun 19 Marksville LA  Casino, Free T-shirts, buffet

  Sat Jun 26 Center TX Fly-In/Dedication of new terminal bldg; cars, bikes, free BBQ 11am-1pm; fuel wholesale

  Thu Jul 8 EAA 972 Regular Meeting – Cliff Moore, Wt & Bal

Meeting Program:  Dr. Jonathan MacClements
Meeting Refreshments:
  Nathan Lowthorp


Monthly Newsletter:
Cliff Moore

